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to participate in clinical research studies. 


compensation for time and travel. 
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MUNI VS. MUNI 


Don't forget labor history: I stand 
united with the bus drivers [“No Free 
Rides,” Joe Eskenazi, Sucka Free City, 
5/28]. People need to remember, these 
are the same people who bring them to 
work! People need to read about labor 
history; unions set the industry stan- 
dard. 

Naomi F. 


Bus drivers should be able to af- 
ford homes in the city they work 
in: People can be hypocritical — on 
one hand someone will admit that 
people are not earning enough, that 
rental prices are too high in this city, 
and the minimum wage should be 
raised, then on the other, complain 
about Muni and BART employees 
fighting for higher wages. Someone 
can’t afford to purchase a house in S.F. 
unless he earns over $100,000. And 
people realize that there is a parking 
problem in the city and pollution prob- 
lems in the world, so they choose a 
greener way to commute to work, but 
then they don’t want to pay the people 
responsible for getting them to work. 
When will these contradictory views 
end? Muni and BART employees 
should earn more. They should be able 
to afford a house in this city. 

Javier C. 


PROP 13 PITFALLS 


Prop. 13 was a wolf in sheep's 
clothing: A fair and balanced assess- 
ment of the long-term effects of Prop- 
osition 13, and the scams that have 
followed it [“This Land Is Your Land 
and Your Land and Your Land,’ Joe Es- 
kenazi, Your Humble Narrator, 5/28]. 
Rich property owners were the true 
beneficiaries of Prop. 13, as they were 
its proponents and largest politically 
funding donors. The right hand defi- 
nitely knew what the left hand was do- 
ing — taking money out of average 
homeowner taxpayer pockets and put- 
ting it into their own — while claiming 
they were righting a wrong. 
Mblaircheney 


GUY'S FAN 


Not everyone dislikes Guy Fieri: 
Why does [writer] Katy St. Clair have 
so much hate [“Loss of Appetite,” Kill 


Photo of the week from SF= 
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Metallica Day at AT&T Park 
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“Guy Fieri rocks! 
He inspired my 
gal and me to buy 
an old Mustang 
convertible and 
drive to some 
great places in 
California to eat.” 


WHATEVERYOUSAY COMMENTING ON 
“LOSS OF APPETITE” 








Your Television, 5/28]? Guy Fieri 
rocks! He inspired my gal and me to 
buy an old Mustang convertible and 
drive to some great places in California 
to eat. He is a dude that has done well. 
Don't hate. 

Whateveryousay 


ROLL UP THE 
CONDOM BILL 


STI tests every 14 days are 
enough: Performers are currently re- 
quired to be tested for STIs every 14 
days and be verified through the Per- 
former Availability Screening Ser- 
vices (PASS) secure database [“The 
Rubber State,’ Siouxsie Q, The 
Whore Next Door, 5/28]. The new 
state mandate would require a 
slightly less comprehensive STI test 
every 14 days. How many people do 
you know who test regularly? This 
billis B.S. 

Chale T. 


BLOG COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK 


Attractiveness is subjective: How 
ridiculous. As if attractive people are 
only found in some companies [“San 
Francisco Businesses with the Most 
Attractive Employees,” Mollie 
McWilliams, the Exhibitionist, 5/29]. 
And who is attractive is completely 
subjective. There are attractive and 
unattractive people everywhere, in 
every line of work. In any case, at- 
tractive isn’t only exterior, as every- 
one with any sense or life experience 
knows. 

Lillian M. 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, e-mail, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

225 Bush Street, 17th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94104 
Fax: ///-1839 
E-mail: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Shed the Wealth 


Philanthropy meets game show meets Twitter in S.F. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


In Roald Dahl’s The Wonder- 
ful Story of Henry Sugar, the epony- 
mous Sugar found himself with more 
money than he knew what to do 
with. So, he opened his window and 
disseminated a pile of 20-pound 
notes; near-pandemonium in the 
streets below ensued. 

In present-day nonfiction San 
Francisco, a self-proclaimed real es- 
tate sharpie with the Twitter han- 
dle @HiddenCash has disseminated 
cash-stuffed envelopes around this 
and other cities. Near pandemo- 
nium — and Twitpics of men and 
women lustily brandishing hun- 
dreds of found dollars — ensued. 

A combination of excess cash 
and excess technology has enabled 
@HiddenCash to become a pioneer 
in high-tech low-brow wealth 
redistribution. But he does have 
antecedents in this town. A 
similarly mysterious bene- Q 
factor this year made head- ; 
lines by leaving gargantuan 
tips for servers. Pot impresario 
Dennis Peron is renowned for 
his generosity with both mar- 
ijuana and moolah. Warren 
Hellman, of blessed memory, 
threw a massive bluegrass 
party for one and all in Golden 
Gate Park every year, and con- 
tinues to do so from beyond 
the grave. 

San Francisco Chronicle scribes 
have speculated the mystery giver 
of @HiddenCash is, in fact, spin- 





ning some manner of gimmick. 
But, in 1956, it was the Chronicle 
that spun a gimmick called “Emper- 
or Norton's Treasure.” After follow- 
ing a series of clues, two lucky guys 
dug up a gold medallion on Ocean 
Beach across the street from Play- 
land at the Beach and were awarded 
the princely sum of $3,000. Less 
astute treasure-hunters misinter- 
preted the newspaper’s sand-relat- 
ed hints and excavated the bunkers 
at municipal golf courses. 

In The Wonderful Story of Henry 
Sugar, a policeman gives the title 
character a stern dressing-down 
regarding the fecklessness of toss- 
ing cash around. The cop suggests 


Fred Nolanq % . 


funding orphanages — and Sugar’s 
life is changed. 

Richard Marker isn’t one for 
stern dressings-down. He’s a long- 
time adviser to philanthropic funds 
and teaches would-be benefactors 
a course in effective philanthropy 
at New York University. His mes- 
sage to @HiddenCash: “Welcome to 
the philanthropic world. At some 
point, you're gonna step back and 
say, Have I actually done the good I 
was hoping to do?” 

Charitable giv- 
ing, Marker con- 
tinues, comes 
in three stages: 
compassion, 

















strategy (is this working?), and sys- 
temic (is this addressing the overar- 
ching problems?). Marker describes 
@HiddenCash as being “at the en- 

try point” of stage one. 

At the conclusion of Dahl’s 
fictional yarn, the Henry Sugar Or- 
phanages become the world’s fin- 
est. It remains to be seen what San 
Francisco's Sugar hopes to attain 
— or if he’ll ever ascend to Mark- 
er’s second and third stages. 

“T played around with different 

ideas, and frankly, they were too 
complicated,” he told the media. 
“I was thinking of a Survivor-type 
game.” 
Well, fair enough: 
#MissionAccomplished. 
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See Jane 
Endorse 


Jane Kim backs 
everyone — again. But 
things still get nasty. 


In the game of political 
endorsements, Supervisor Jane 
Kim has navigated a path down the 
double-yellow line in the middle of 
the road. 

In 2011, she backed John 
Avalos, David Chiu, and Ed Lee for 
mayor — a simultaneous political 
statement and non-statement. 
This year, Kim is the only en- 
dorser to lend her name to both 
David Campos and Chiu. The race 
to succeed Assemblyman Tom 
Ammiano has grown vicious, and 
Kim — despite her ostensible 
neutrality — has been pulled into 
the fray. 

Wealthy tech interests aligned 
with Chiu have poured hundreds 
of thousands of dollars into 
targeting Campos’ vote against 
removing Ross Mirkarimi from 
office following the sheriff's 
much-publicized domestic inci- 
dent with his wife, and ensuing 
guilty plea to false imprisonment 
charges. Team Campos quickly 
responded that Kim voted against 
booting Mirkarimi too — and 
there’s no hue and cry against her. 

A fair point — but, many in 
City Hall have noted, an odd way 
for Campos’ people to treat an ally 
and endorser. 

Kim didn’t return our mes- 
sages. Campos says, “This is just 
about demonstrating a dou- 
ble-standard. I think Jane under- 
stands that.” 

Perhaps. Or, perhaps, when 
you walk in the middle of the 
road, it’s only a matter of time 
before you get run over. JE 





Of Beauty 
and Utility 


Supervisor Wiener 
legislates against 
functional ugliness in 
San Francisco. 


Like many of his constitu- 


Scott Wiener has an idyllic — even 
fastidious — vision for San Francisco. 
He wants to carve away at the wide 
boulevards that resemble “semi-free- 
ways, install better, brighter signs, 
and make the sidewalks more “walk- 
able.” And he wants to do away witha 








ents in the Castro District, Supervisor 


set of large green utility boxes that 
look like weapons bunkers — or at 
least paint over their surfaces and fes- 
toon them with greenery. 

The boxes, which contain equip- 
ment that helps power AT&T’s 
U-verse Internet service, have become 
a battlefront for anyone with a vested 
interest in city beautification. Cranky 
residents have long denigrated them 
as ugly, industrial warts on an oth- 
erwise pristine landscape; in 2011, a 
group called San Francisco Beautiful 
sued the city’s Department of Public 
Works in an effort to eradicate the 
stumpy fortifications. (San Francisco 
Beautiful lost the suit, but has con- 
tinued crusading against utility boxes 
and other unsightly structures.) 


Now AT&T is striking back with 
a lawsuit of its own, in which it 
accuses the city’s Department of 
Public Works of “illegally” denying 
permits for 26 boxes, and of allowing 
67 additional permit applications to 
languish beyond the mandatory 60- 
day period. AT&T’s lawyers say the 
company needs to install up to 726 
new boxes throughout the city in 
order to store all the equipment for 
its expanding fiber-optic network. 
They insist the boxes are neither 
exceptionally ugly nor obstructive, 
citing a 2011 Planning Department 
Report that exonerated them from 
most aesthetic barbs. 

Three years later, city officials 
seem decidedly less sympathetic to 


the needs of telecom companies. And 
much of their anti-box vitriol ap- 
pears to be emanating from Wiener. 
At a May 7 Board of Appeals meet- 
ing, the Department of Public Works 
acknowledged that it was abandon- 
ing its own utility box protocol, be- 
cause Wiener had intervened. 

“T don’t want the boxes at all,” 
Wiener says, “but I also know that 
state law requires us to put them on 
the sidewalks.” In an effort to min- 
imize the “challenges” these struc- 
tures create — graffiti, sidewalk ob- 
structions, a general assault against 
taste — Wiener has introduced new 
legislation to give residents more say 
in the cabinet installation process, to 
allow local artists to decorate them 


with murals, and to require AT&T to 
fund small gardens around them. He 
also asks for an annual evaluation on 
the prospect of putting all these box- 
es underground — which AT&T has 
roundly opposed, saying they would 
be impossible to access. 

“We want to make them as attrac- 
tive as we're able to,’ Wiener says. 
He’s currently stumping for similar 
legislation that would prevent the 
fire department from widening San 
Francisco’s “suburban-style” streets. 

Shrubs and other decoration 
aside, this may just be the begin- 
ning of our woes if a more beautiful 
San Francisco now stands in con- 
flict with a more connected one. 
Rachel Swan 
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A Package Deal 


The Bucket Man does Intel, goes on a European tour, gets some shirts. 


By Jessica Nemire 


After almost a year of plan- 
ning, countless Skype calls, and compli- 
cations with passports, Larry Hunt, the 
“Bucket Man” who drums on Market 
Street, returned to S.E two weeks ago 
after spending nine days in Europe on 
an appropriately strange tour. It was his 
first trip out of the United States. 

Hunt was flown in to play Inter- 
pack 2014, one of the world’s biggest 
packaging fairs, there to show the 
assembled manufacturing companies 
one of the less-orthodox uses for their 
product. Alain Tasma of the Dutch 
packaging company HK Plastics met 
Hunt in 2013 during a visit to San 
Francisco, and had been trying ever 
since to bring Hunt to Dusseldorf, 
Germany, to do what he does every 
day at Fourth and Market. For the 
makers of buckets and other packag- 
ing materials, a bucket artist was a 
big deal indeed: While Hunt's recent 
appearance in an Intel commercial 
has made him somewhat of a local ce- 
lebrity, he was apparently treated like 
royalty in Europe. 

“We had been in the hotel in Ger- 
many for a couple days when the hotel 
manager realized he was the ‘Bucket 
Man’ and upgraded him to his own 
suite,” says Tasma. “He was the guest 
of honor.” 

During his seven days in Germany, 
Hunt drummed at the HK booth — as 
well as the booths at several other 
Dutch packaging companies — for 
eight hours a day, often in front of 
400 to 500 people. According to Tas- 
ma, Hunt made friends wherever he 
went, encouraging his new pals in the 
Dutch packaging industry to come to 
San Francisco, and bringing children 
up to let them play. When it was time 
for him to return to San Francisco, the 
Dutch Packaging Federation gifted 
him with an iPad. Reportedly, there 
were tears. 


What made a street musician from 
San Francisco so popular in the Euro- 
pean packaging world? Maybe it was 
the fact that he had come all the way 
from San Francisco. Maybe it was the 
frequent mentions of his name in the 
Dutch papers since it was first an- 
nounced that HK Plastics was bringing 
someone from California to represent 
them at Interpack. Or maybe it was sim- 
ply Hunt's undeniable talent on the 
drums. Well, buckets. Well, both. 

“They liked him as one of their 
own,” says Tasma. “People see that 
he’s different. He takes a lot of energy 


8 | JUNE 4-10,2014 | LETTERS 


Larry Hunt plays for 

the crazy crowds ofthe 
European packaging we 
industry in Dusseldorf. > 


from you, but he gives you a lot of en- 
ergy as well. It’s a win-win situation.” 

“Believe in yourself, don’t give up, 
I believe in myself, I don’t give up,” 
sings Hunt in one of the videos of his 
performance at Interpack, acciden- 
tally creating what is perhaps the an- 
them for his journey. Tasma first men- 
tioned the trip to Hunt almost a year 
ago, but neither of them knew if Hunt 
would be able to go to Europe until a 
week and a half before he was sched- 
uled to be there. Getting passports, 
making travel plans, keeping in touch 
with the sometimes-difficult-to-reach 
Hunt: The Bucket Man’s Interpack 
Tour at times seemed like it would fall 
apart. But: 

“This was a once in a lifetime for 
us, and for him,” says Tasma. “I think 
he had a marvelous time.” 

Hunt also spent some time at the 
HK Plastics factory in Almelo, Neth- 
erlands, where he was able to observe 
the process behind the making of 
his instrument of choice. According 
to Hunt, it takes eight seconds and 
nine machines to make one bucket. In 
honor of his appearance at Interpack, 
HK Plastics cranked out several per- 
sonalized “Bucket Man” buckets, each 
adorned with a picture of Hunt in 
front of the Golden Gate Bridge. 


We caught up with Hunt back in 
San Francisco the week after his trip. 
Sporting several new dress shirts, a 
jacket with “The Bucketman’” inscribed 
on one sleeve, anda Bucket Man bucket 
in his repertoire — all courtesy of HK — 
you never would have guessed that 


Hunt had just returned from his first 
trip out of the U.S. 

But things returned to Hunt's ver- 
sion of normal as soon as he returned. 

Although he was treated like a VIP 
in Europe, Hunt was bombarded with 
the usual noise complaint drama as 
soon he returned to San Francisco, 
despite the deal he made with a police 
sergeant several months ago that he 
could play at Fourth and Market every 
weekday from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

“It really eats me up,’ says Hunt, 
looking exhausted as he sets up his 
drum set. “I just got back and I have to 
deal with this again.” 

So, what’s next for the Bucket 
Man? 

Touring with Leon Hendrix, as it 
turns out. Yes, Hendrix, as in brother 
to Jimi. 

The details are fuzzy, but appar- 
ently both Hunt and his bassist, Brian 
Compton, were recruited by a “British 
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promoter guy’ named Ian to play at 
the Cambridge Rock Festival alongside 
Hendrix. Compton produced an email 
from Hendrix detailing the itinerary of 
the festival, so it looks like it’s for real. 
Hey, stranger things have happened. 
Like a Dutch businessman sending a 
street musician from San Francisco 

to Germany to drum on buckets at a 
packaging fair, for example. 

“Tm just at the right place at the 
right time,’ said Hunt the week before 
he embarked on his journey. “I just do 
what I do.” According to the Bucket 
Man’s recent track record, this is ap- 
parently true. Drumming on buckets 
on Market Street earned him a trip to 
Germany, an appearance in an Intel 
commercial, the chance to play a show 
in England with Jimi Hendrix's broth- 
er, and new fans. As for the noise 
complaints? Eh, price of fame. 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 


The Snatch 


Breeding nuisance 
ZANT, 


RAT PACK 


You know the rat problem that’s 
festered in parks and businesses 
of late? Apparently, an S.F. 
woman has been breeding rats in 
her room at a residential hotel 
and then releasing them in public 
parks, earning her the nickname 
of “rat girl.” KTVU got its hands 
ona 2011 video from a Minna 
Street SRO showing the woman's 
room stuffed with dirty clothes 
and rats. Apparently the tenant, 
identified as 43-year-old Erica J., 
has been breeding rodents for 
years, and police can’t do much to 
stop her. The city’s Public Health 
Department told KTVU that by 
the end of May 2011, it had ex- 
terminated 1,000 rats in the 
room and neighboring areas. 
“The rats have actually burrowed 
into other people’s rooms. They 
can carry disease, they can carry 
parasites,” said Animal Care and 
Control Capt. Denise Bon- 
giovanni. “] was immediately 
concerned for the well-being of 
Erica. I believe that there’s a seri- 
ous underlying mental health is- 
sue that needs to be addressed, 
and it seems to be unresolved.” 


MELTING ICE 


Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi an- 
nounced that San Francisco will 
no longer hold undocumented 
men and women in custody for 
Immigration and Customs En- 
forcement (ICE). “My long-held 
belief is that local law enforce- 
ment should not be in the civil 
immigration detainer business,” 
he said in a press release. While 
San Francisco’s pride in declar- 
ing itself a “Sanctuary City” isa 
favorite topic for Internet troglo- 
dytes, it warrants mentioning 
that such a policy is overwhelm- 
ingly popular among law en- 
forcement agencies even in the 
reddest of states. The rationale is 
simple: Immigrants worried 
about being deported will be ret- 
icent to report crimes. Mirkarimi 
says this is the culmination of 
more than a year’s worth of ef- 
forts, including “last year seek- 
ing a no-ICE detention policy 
through Board of Supervisors 
legislation.” “You're gonna see a 
wildfire of other county sheriffs’ 
departments issue a No-ICE de- 
tainer holds [policy] or severely 
limit them,” he predicts. “It looks 
like California is going to become 
ano-ICE detainer state.” 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch 
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NEWS J FEDS GIVE NOTICE TO MISSION MARIJUANA STORE: CLOSE OR WE TAKE THE SHOP. 


Your Money 
Or Your 
Livelihood 


In the drug war, San Fran- 
cisco is more like no man’s land than 
it isa combat zone. Or it could be ter- 
ritory already lost to the enemy, if 
youre a prohibitionist or a drug war- 
rior. 

In 2011, the federal Justice De- 
partment started sending marijua- 
na dispensaries around the state a 
simple message: Close down, or we 
seize the building and throw you 
in jail. That threat, issued via regis- 
tered mail, shut down about a third 
of San Francisco’s licensed and 
taxpaying pot stores and hundreds 
more across the state. 

Yet some wondered if it was a 
bluff. Would the feds really follow 
through with an asset forfeiture 
proceeding and take over Bay Area 
real estate? 

We might find out in January. 

Only four Bay Area dispensaries 
have decided to see if the feds are 
serious by taking them to court: 
Harborside Health Center’s two 


locations in Oakland and San Jose, 
and Berkeley Patients Group in that 
city — which happen to be three of 
Northern California’s busiest and 
most-successful weed stores — and 
Shambhala Healing Center in the 
Mission District. 

Harborside and BPG, both of 
which have enjoyed letters of sup- 
port from their cities and their 
mayors, are still in court — the le- 
gal process will have ground on for 
two years as of July — and are still 
selling weed and paying taxes in the 
meantime. 

Shambhala, which has not had 
help and has fought its legal battle 
alone since it began a year ago, 
has to shut down by January. If it 
doesn’t close, and/or if the dispen- 
sary’s landlord can’t pay a $150,000 
fine, the feds say they'll take the 
building, a vow they made in court 
documents filed last month. 

But here’s the thing: The club 
has to somehow be convinced to 
end the fight and close the shop 
willingly. The landlord can’t throw 
it out. 

The dispensary is in a modest, 
nondescript single-level commer- 
cial space in the Mission Miracle 
Mile, a stretch of once-gritty real 
estate that thanks to the tech boom 


might as well be paved with gold. 

Ebrahim Poura, the dispensary’s 
Beverly Hills-based landlord, would 
rather eat glass than have some of 
the country’s hottest real estate 
taken away from him and sold at 
auction by the federal government. 
He stands to profit mightily from 
a sale, judging by property records: 
The space’s assessed value, limited 
by state law at the price of last sale, 
is under $140,000. On the open 
market, it could be worth 10 times 
that or more. 

But Shambhala has signed a long- 
term lease, locking it in place until 
2017. Poura’s tried to evict the dis- 
pensary already, saying that selling 
weed breaks their rental agreement. 
And it might, in other states. But 
this is California: You can sell weed 
here. A state judge ruled the lease 
legal and threw the eviction proceed- 
ing out. 
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Mike Hendrickson 


Through his attorney, Eric 
Safire, Poura has declined to com- 
ment. Dispensary operator Al Sha- 
wa (who ran a clothing store in the 
space before shifting to weed) and 
his attorney are also staying quiet. 

Before he went mum, Shawa 
asked me to write about his main 





beef: Not that his dispensary was 
getting shut down — though he 
was definitely no fan of that — but 
that it was getting the boot while 
other pot clubs, including one a 
block away, were doing a booming 
trade with no problem. 

And indeed, Purple Star MD — 
one fixie-pedal up Mission Street, 
in the same building that used to 
house legendary rooftop bar Med- 
jool — is proving popular. It has 
a great selection of concentrates, 
a buy-one-get-one special, and 
gets plenty of business for cheap 
eighths of bud, an industry insider 
who works for another dispensary 
told me. “They’re killing it lately,” 
he said. 

Selling weed is still a dicey in- 
vestment in 2014. No one’s really 
sure why the feds have gone after 
those particular businesses. The 
local U.S. Attorney has claimed it’s 
all about the kids, with playgrounds 
and schools nearby, though that 
didn’t really make much sense 
when two of the clubs shuttered 
were in the Tenderloin. 

It’s not a war zone, but the ran- 
dom salvo still takes people out. 
Slowly. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Our surgeons don't merely — p y 


care about your joints. 
They care about you. 


Joint pain doesn't have to be something you live with. 

Our orthopedic surgeons are experts In treatment options, 
including joint replacement surgery, with less downtime than 
ever before. Because helping you get back on your feet as 
quickly as possible is the kind thing to do. Call 866-466-1401 
to make an appointment. 


Hello humankindness” 


Saint Francis 
Memorial Hospital 


St. Mary’s 
Medical Center 


se Dignity Health. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT 





3 


, 
a 
“> 


a, 


Music | JUNE 4-10,2014 | 9 


ETS) JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 





Act of Godzilla 





San Francisco is menaced by monsters from the deep — real ones. 





Right-wingers and left-wing- 
ers, progressives and moderates, 
East-coasters, West-Coasters, Mid- 
westerners: Everyone agrees. Watch- 
ing monsters destroy San Francisco 
makes for good cinema. 

Sitting within a movie theater in 
this city while cheering a depiction 
of its spectacular demise is a coun- 
terintuitive pleasure; it harks to 
leather-clad motorcycle punks clam- 
bering to the picture show to cheer 
on Chuck Norris as he hurls their 
brethren through barroom windows. 
Those punks were resilient: After 
being tossed through plate glass by 
Norris, they'd pop right back up to 
be shot by Charles Bronson or Clint 
Eastwood. 

But, in real-life San Francisco, 
what’s gone is gone. 


And after Godzilla and his fellow 
beasties have had their fun, a sec- 
ond catastrophe begins, because the 
city’s rent-controlled housing stock 
will be reduced to rubble and ash. In 
its place, a forest of new condos will 
germinate, unencumbered by rent 
control. City residents for whom 
the term “market rate” is a cruel 
joke will exit en masse, as surely 
as if they were fleeing an oversize 
lizard. 


A longtime friend once awoke in a 
cold sweat after experiencing a night- 
mare of sorts: He was in the employ of 
the X-Men and tasked with calculating 
actuarial tables. Your humble narrator 
is tormented with a different vision: If 
Godzilla were to lumber into our city, 
what path could he take that would 


Enter disaster. 
Exit rent control. 


raze the fewest of the city’s 170,000- 
odd rent-controlled units? 

Since cinematic monsters from 
the deep seem to breach cities via 
the abandoned warehouse district, 
Mission Bay seems a natural choice. 
Here’s your silver lining: Rent control 
applies only to pre-1979 buildings 
and, in ’79, much of Mission Bay was 
a barren wasteland suitable only as 
a backdrop for the aforementioned 
Norris-vs.-punk confrontations. 

If Godzilla emerged on Ocean 
Beach and rampaged through the 
Outer Richmond or Sunset, he’d be 
treading upon many a single-family 
home — but those aren’t covered 
under rent control. If he veered left 
and cut a swath through the Presi- 
dio, he’d wreck federal, non-rent- 
controlled dwellings. 


Treasure Island’s units also aren't 
rent-controlled — and with its cesi- 
um-rich soil, it might be an appeal- 
ing destination for a radiation-hun- 
gry monster. 

And yet, numerous city officials 
point out that rent-controlled 
housing is everywhere. Even in the 
Sunset and Richmond, older homes 
with a second unit would be covered; 
in the event of a disaster, many a 
rent-controlled tenant will, literally, 
come out of the woodwork. 

And then their luck will run dry. 

In this city, notes structural engi- 
neer Patrick Buscovich, we have an 
“Act of God” clause. If a building is 
smote via the action or inaction of a 
supreme being, its owner can rebuild 
it — even if its size far exceeds cur- 
rent zoning regulations. And, once 
rebuilt, it needn’t be rent-controlled. 

You've spotted the paradox: Own- 
ers of aging, rent-controlled struc- 
tures with long-term tenants would 
actually be better off if their prop- 
erties were destroyed. “Godzilla,” 
Buscovich says with admirable seri- 
ousness, would be an Act of God.” 

So would an earthquake. 


Last month, The Bulletin of the 
Seismological Society of America pub- 
lished an article inspiring far nastier 
dreams than bean-counting for mu- 
tants. Long-term analysis of Bay Area 
fault lines reveals we've been living 
through a peculiarly quake-free epoch 
since 1906. In days of yore, large trem- 
ors occurred with more regularity. The 
upshot, per lead author David 
Schwartz: We may not be fated to suf- 
fer a repeat of the massive temblor of 
06, but a spate of really damn large 
temblors. Whatever the case, we’ve 
been blithely enjoying an earth- 
quake-free Eden — “and that has to 
end,” he says. 

Municipal officials know this, and 
are working, at municipal speed, to 
retrofit San Francisco. But earth- 
quakes travel at a far quicker clip 
than the plodding, consensus-driven 
pace of policy generation in our city. 

After years of back-and-forth, 
some 6,000 of the city’s most vulner- 
able multiunit residential structures 
were identified last year, and have 


until September to go through a 
screening process. Perhaps 4,000 of 
them will undergo mandatory ret- 
rofitting, estimates Patrick Otellini, 
the city’s chief resilience officer. And 
that process is expected to take an- 
other four to seven years. 

This, however, represents a mere 
fraction of the city’s aging, rent-con- 
trolled housing stock. If The Big One 
— or even A Bunch of Pretty Big 
Ones — comes sooner, more than 
the city’s plans will be dashed. And, 
most crucially, some landlords are 
indeed incentivized to put off costly 
retrofitting jobs — until they’re no 
longer necessary. 

“I have come across owners who 
act like that,” Otellini says. “It is 
a sad side of human nature. They 
think more about property value 
than the value of human life.” 

And that’s depressing. But hardly 
surprising. 

It isn’t illegal to be immoral. 

The city is making progress, but 
is also racing against a hidden clock. 
All that’s known is that time will, 
eventually, run out. But this is a city 
that likes to take its time. 

A Private School Earthquake 
Working Group has been meeting 
since 2012. And yet, Otellini con- 
firms, he’s getting significant push- 
back from the local diocese regarding 
proposals that would merely require 
structural evaluations of city private 
schools. 

Actually fixing the problems these 
analyses uncover isn’t even part of 
the discussion. 


We’re not going to reveal what 
happens at the end of the current iter- 
ation of Godzilla. Here’s a hint, though: 
The hero survives, even if one of our 
more scenic bridges does not. There 
figures to be a sequel; this was, after 
all, the 29th installment of the venera- 
ble giant lizard franchise. 

We have no idea what will be 
demolished next. Or when. And, 
in this, a special effects-laden sci-fi 
blockbuster is not that different 
from the San Francisco of this world, 
shaky as it is. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 





BART's Monster-Sized 
Trademark Claim 


Local comedian Mark Pitta 
has a bit about watching the climactic fi- 
nale of Scarface with his mom: In the 
midst of the blood-soaked invasion of 
Tony Montana's villa by Alejandro Sosa’s 
horde of Bolivian mercenaries, Pitta’s 
mother quips, “That is a lovely house.” 
Local attendees of the new Godzil- 
la with a similar attention to detail 
might note that, during scenes osten- 
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sibly set in San Francisco, entryways 
to faux-BART stations are graced with 
unfamiliar, anodyne, futuristic logos. 
Owen Paterson, the film’s produc- 
tion designer, says this was a decision 
made by studio bosses. “It was not my 
choice,” writes Paterson, who was also 
the production designer for the Matrix 
trilogy. “Warner’s clearance always 
makes us change that stuff unless they 


can get written clearance from the 
copyright owner. Which is not always 
as simple as that might sound.” 

It’s even harder when you don't ask 
for clearance. And, per BART spokes- 
woman Alicia Trost, the transit system 
was never consulted by Warner Bros. 
On the other hand, the film studio 
appears to have made the expedient 
choice — because BART is a lot more 
aggressive about policing its logo than 
it is about making you keep your feet 
off its plush seats. Per the agency, if 
you were to film scenes in San Fran- 
cisco, and a BART sign appeared in 
the background, that would constitute 
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“fair use.” But if you were to re-create 
an ersatz San Francisco in Toronto — 
as Paterson et al. did — and re-create 
an ersatz BART logo, that would re- 
quire written permission. 

BART’s logo is not in the public 
domain, and even local T-shirt artists 
who glean BART imagery do so at 
their own legal peril. But, in claiming 
it can clamp down on moviemakers’ 
First Amendment rights, BART is tak- 
ing things rather far indeed, says UC 
Hastings law professor Ben Depoorter. 

“Movies are commercial — but 
they have a lot of free speech purpos- 
es,” he says. “If I were making a Sat- 


urday Night Live sketch about BART, 
what they’re saying is I would have to 
ask permission? No, that would quell 
free speech. ... There’s no potential for 
confusion. It’s not like the movie is 
selling BART-related goods.” 

Well, perhaps it should. After all, 
that is a lovely train. JE 


. BART = = 


BAY AREA RAMD Thane 
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Join us at Cultivate, a free festival created by Chipotle, 
celebrating sustainable, wholesome, and delicious food. Enjoy cooking demos, 
great food, live music, local artisans, and plenty of activities just for kids. 


JUNE 7 « 11AM-/PM « HELLMAN HOLLOW, GOLDEN GATE PARK 


GRAHAM ELLIOT « AMANDA FREITAG « SARAH & EVAN RICH 
CORTNEY BURNS & NICK BALLA = DENNIS LEE = MINH TSAI 


NEON TREES = ANDREW MCMAHON = CHARLI XCX 
SMALLPOOLS 


CHIPOTLE.COM/CULTIVATE 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS ‘> COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT MUSIC JUNE 4-10, 2014 11 





NEMA. 


MAKE THE MOVE TODAY 
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TWO AND THREE BEDROOM UNITS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
8 TENTH STREET - SAN FRANCISCO .-. CA 94103 


RENTNEMA.COM / 415-881-5066 / HMw #RENTNEMA 


A CRESCENT HEIGHTS*® INSPIRED COMMUNITY 


a Crescent Heights® is a service mark used by a group of limited liability companies and partnerships. NEMA is being developed by Tenth and Market, LLC, which is a separate, single purpose entity that is solely responsible for its 
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When Lary Abramson moved 
to San Francisco from Detroit in July 
1960, police raids on gay bars were 
commonplace. Nightlife existed at the 
decree of morals cops who could be 
bought off, and patrons of gay estab- 
lishments who didn’t play along risked 
serious personal consequences. “The 
cops would usually come around mid- 
night, so they'd turn on the lights and 
say, No dancing!” Abramson says. 
One defiant bar was the Tay-Bush, 
so named because it stood at the 
corner of Taylor and Bush. “It was 
raided,” Abramson says, “and that 
was the raid where everybody’s name 
got published in the paper. People 
lost their jobs. That’s what led to the 
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Gay bars are disappearing. 
Does the success of gay rights mean 


theend of gay cultwre? 


BY PETER LAWRENCE KANE 


Tavern Guild,” an organization of gay 
bar owners that was instrumental 

in the political awakening of LGBT 
San Francisco. 

Almost 50 years later, the idea of 
“No Dancing” has taken on another 
meaning. The Deco Lounge, Esta 
Noche, KOK Bar, Marlena’s, and 
others have closed their doors in 
the last few years. There’s even 
an annotated Lost Gay Bars of 
San Francisco Google map. But 
the disappearance of gay bars is a 
widespread phenomenon. New York 
has lost several established bars 
in the past year; at the opposite 
end of the spectrum, Amarillo has 
shed two of its three (Whiskers and 


Sassy’s). For every city in between, 
a cursory glance at Yelp reveals a 
similar pattern. 

The 2009 raid on the Dallas Eagle 
notwithstanding, these closures 
aren't stemming from a renewed 
wave of vice squad crackdowns, but 
a fundamental shift in gay culture. 
Greater acceptance of same-sex love, 
positive representations of LGBT 
characters in the media, and the 
ever-increasing number of openly 
gay people leading an ordinary 
existence have meant that LGBT 
Americans now have less reliance 
on the bars, clubs, and other 
places that served as hubs for the 
counterculture. There’s no longer 


LETTERS NEWS 


the same need for exclusively gay 
spaces in gay neighborhoods in gay- 
friendly cities. 

What was once clandestine and 
illegal is now almost mainstream. 
Pushing this change is same-sex 
marriage, which came to California 
twice, but now benefits from 
majority support: The Public Religion 
Research Institute published a report 
in February noting that 59 percent 
of Californians support marriage 
equality. If a Prop. 8 redux were to 
come before the electorate, it likely 
wouldn't pass. 

Beyond California, in May alone, 
same-sex marriage — or at least 
court orders to recognize same-sex 
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marriages even if a state isn’t yet 
obliged to perform them — has been 
visited upon purple states such as 
Ohio, Oregon, and Pennsylvania, and 
even infrared Utah. (The 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals is set to rule on that 
one, but the state must recognize 
marriages already performed.) There 
are of course many other thorny 
issues — employment and housing 
discrimination, violence, bullying, 
substance abuse, suicide — but the 
trends are clear. America is getting 
more inclusive. Consequently, there 
is less of an impetus than ever for 
LGBT people, particularly younger 
gay men, to flee their conservative 
hometowns in conservative »>p14 
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Queer Flight from p13 


states and, as Dan Savage once put it, 
skip toward Gomorrah. 

So the gay experience in San 
Francisco is at a crossroads. Gay 
people are more “normal” here than 
arguably anywhere in else in America, 
but the institutions and spaces 
they've built in the last half-century 
or more are in a precarious position. 

“It’s hard to quantify, but it’s 
there anecdotally,” says Supervisor 
David Campos. “There is something 
real to the anxiety.” The LGBT 
community faces threats of 
assimilation, displacement due to 
the explosive cost of living, and 
atomization in the face of handheld 
sex — all of them national trends, 
to be sure, but felt most acutely 
here. Gay rights and gay culture 
exist in tension, with the success of 
the former foreclosing in no small 
way upon the need for the latter. A 
culture premised on outsider status, 
on the lust for the forbidden, and 
rooted in peripheral neighborhoods, 
may not be able to survive fully 
intact when the forbidden becomes 
permissible and the periphery 
becomes the center. San Francisco is 
experiencing queer flight. 


It feels condescending and fatalis- 
tic, if not simply rude, to say that Fol- 
som Street is dead and that gay bars 
are dying. Sure, in absolute numbers, 
the number of gay bars citywide is a 
fraction of what it was at its peak. 
Since memories fade, raids and sudden 
closures were frequent, and the line 
between “gay bar” and “straight bar” 
has always been less than absolute, an 
accurate count is probably impossible, 
but 30 years ago, the number was in 
the dozens. And South of Market’s 
“decline” is relative, as the lack of el- 
bow room at any Sunday afternoon 
beer bust will tell you. The drag scene 
at the Stud is bursting with queens, 
particularly at “Some Thing” on Fri- 
days. Leather Pride flags still adorn 
Market Street for the entirety of Sep- 
tember, and in the Castro, although 
LGBT bookstore A Different Light 
shuttered, Trigger became Beaux, and 
Lime became Hi-Tops. The Eagle’s 
abrupt 2011 closure came undone 
when it reopened last summer, and 
people still get as drunk there as ever. 
The owners didn’t even rip out the in- 
famous trough urinal. 

Restroom continuity or not, 
change is happening elsewhere. In 
2013, a former old-school leather bar 
on Folsom called KOK — previously 
Chaps II, My Place, and Ramrod 
— became a cocktail bar called 
Driftwood. It’s a kitschily decorated 
venue whose owner Chris Milstead 
describes it, somewhat tongue- 
in-cheek, as “straight-friendly.” 
Successful or not, an upscale spot 
with good lighting and $10 drinks 
that replaced a dank dungeon is 
going to ruffle feathers. Driftwood is, 
you might say, a “post-gay” bar, and 
it’s not the only one. 
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Brass Tacks, which replaced 
the inimitable Marlena’s in Hayes 
Valley, and Virgil’s Sea Room (which 
took over straight dive Nap’s III) 
are similar, in that they’re either 
gay-owned, plurality-gay, or cater 
to a mixed crowd looking for a 
curated jukebox, campy décor, and 
non-exclusivity as the prevailing 
vibe. In this, they’re following the 
lead of Wild Side West, the lesbian 
aerie in Bernal Heights that is one 
of only two watering holes for 
women-loving-women left in San 
Francisco, but that has welcomed 
all types for years. (The Lexington 
Club is unambiguously a lesbian 
bar.) Do post-gay bars arise because 
the business model of a gay bar is 
increasingly infeasible, or because 
the idea of a “gay bar for everyone” is 
now possible like never before? 
Tom Temprano, aka DJ Carnita, 
is part-owner of Virgil’s (as well as 
co-president of the Harvey Milk 
Democratic Club) and leans toward 
the latter. “We set out to be first 
and foremost a neighborhood bar 
that reflected what is happening in 
that part of the Mission: a lovely 
coexistence between the queer 
community and different facets of 
the straight community,” he says. 
Of course, this isn’t because the 
world has grown more altruistic; it’s 
because gay people are something of 
a coveted marketing demographic. 
“If it wasn’t for Madison Avenue 
smelling potential in our pink 
dollars, we wouldn't be so accepted 
by the mainstream,” says DJ Bus 
Station John, who semi-jokingly 
refers to himself as San Francisco's 
“Godfather of Bathhouse Disco.” 
Reluctant to divulge his real name, 
he’s been a nightlife fixture for years 
at bars such as Aunt Charlie’s and 
the Eagle, spinning deep cuts from 


before many of his fans were born. 
“Obviously something good’s come 
of that, even though it’s gross and 
cynical, but I really don’t think that 
making life better for gay people was 
the goal in the beginning,” he says. 
“They just saw lots of single men 
with supposedly disposable dollars to 
exploit, and it inadvertently turned 
into something better.” 

It does come at a cost, though. 
Young LGBT Americans are losing 
that connection to an outsider 
history backed by disco and hi-NRG. 
This is where Bus Station John sees 
his purpose: spinning records to 
keep the demimonde vital, thrilling, 
and slightly lurid. “My mission is a 
combination of two things: taking 
the survivors who made it through a 
plague on a trip down memory lane 
where we can enjoy the soundtrack 
of our youth, and then turning 
younger guys onto this great music 
who might otherwise never have 
known about it — whether or not 
they have the wherewithal to know 
that they even have a gay heritage, 
given how mainstream gay people are 
becoming,” he says. 


The ever-straighter, ever-wealth- 
ier, ever-whiter Mission is a good place 
to see this shift from the fringes to the 
mainstream. As artist, lesbian, and 
longtime Missionite Erin O’Neill re- 
members, there used to be “a number 
of seven-day-a-week clubs that were 
dyke-only. In 1984, the place to be was 
Valencia Street — just like now. ‘Lesbi- 
anville, it was sometimes referred to. 
Asa young dyke I could spot the lesbi- 
ans, dykes, and bi-girls, and there were 
alot! could still go to the fancy Clem- 
entina’s or the raunchy Amelia's. ... 
Plus the pop-up clubs were super-fun: 
Klubstitute, Faster Pussycat, Female 
Trouble, Club Uranus, the Box. Now 
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Dan Schreiber 


The venerable Eagle Tavern’s two- 
year closure got national attention 
in the gay press. If San Francisco 
couldn't sustain an Eagle, what 
city could? 


we re in this barren cultural zone. ... I 
feel like one of the last dykes standing.” 
Going further back, one hits upon 
the Bad Old Days, the bottommost 
layer of sediment beneath the 
foundation of every existing LGBT 
institution. This was gay life at the 
fringes. Lifelong San Franciscan 
and still-active drag queen Herman 
Nieves, 78, remembers getting 
arrested four times before the SFPD 
abandoned raids for good. (That 
happened in the wake of the 1979 
White Night riots, when the gay 
community responded destructively 
to the lenient sentence given to 
former Supervisor Dan White for the 
assassinations of Harvey Milk and 
Mayor George Moscone.) 





Courtesy of Erin 


Erin O'Neill has lived in the Mission 
Dolores area since 1982. 


“They thought I was hustling 
because I was wearing tight pants, 
on Third and Market,” Nieves says. 
“When we weren't legal, it was more 
fun. You were out doing something 
you weren't supposed to be doing, 
and you had to carry a sign on you 
saying, ‘l’m a boy, I’m a man.’ You 
had to have one piece of men’s 
clothing on, so we used to roll socks 
and put them in our breasts. 

With rice.” 

For Nieves in the mid-1960s, the 
epicenter of gay nightlife was neither 
the Castro nor the Polk, it was the 
Tenderloin — and to some extent, 
even the Embarcadero, when the 
elevated freeway was still new. “Jack’s 
Waterfront was the first gay bar I 
ever went to. It wasn’t sailors, it was 
just fun. Edith Piaf was big in there, 
and a friend of mine painted all these 
can-can girls.” As Betty White is to 
television, there since the very dawn 
of it, Nieves — who performed under 
the name “Herman” — is to San 
Francisco drag culture. 

“The first Pride was in South 
of Market, and I was in it. We got 
eggs, stuff like that, thrown at us. I 
was sitting in the back of a Cadillac 
convertible in drag.” Does he like 
Pride better these days, in all its 
egg-lessness? “No, it [is now] all of a 
sudden political. ... Put it back into 
a Mardi Gras-type thing. More fun, 
less politics. Young people are there 
to dance and have a good time.” 

Nieves thinks that the good 
times ended with AIDS. Bus Station 
John seconds that, considering the 
years between Stonewall and AIDS 
— 1969-1981 — to be the Golden 
Age. Indeed, those good/bad old 
days burn with an intense allure 
(particularly with the comforting 
hindsight that not every last gay 
person was condemned to die of 
AIDS or be shot by some right-wing 
paramilitary group): When William 
Friedkin’s film Cruising came out in 
1980, LGBT activists protested it en 
masse as a lurid faux-exposé that 
threatened to undo a decade of social 
progress. Now, the film is a cult hit. 

Lary Abramson was a founding 
member of the Bay Area Physicians 
for Human Rights (BAPHR), the 
organization that in the early 
1980s laid out the initial list of 
prevention methods for HIV and 
was instrumental in getting the 
federal government to recognize the 
epidemic. He sees the present era 
as a “denouement of gay people” in 
contrast to the lost paradise of the 
immediate pre-AIDS years: “In the 
late ’70s, all hell broke loose. Sex was 
everywhere, Jesus! The big thing was 
after-hours parties. That all went 
away with AIDS.” 

Abramson fought the scourge 
from the very beginning, but 
believes that without the disease, the 
advances in gay rights simply would 
never have happened. 

“In my belief, it was AIDS that 
made the problems for gays »>pl6 
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Queer Flight from p14 


in general appear in the national and 
international news. We all said, ‘If 
gays all had a “G” on their forehead 
and everybody realized who they 
were, there would be acceptance,” he 


says. “You couldn't hide getting AIDS. 


And everybody discovered Uncle So- 
and-So and realized they were being 
discriminated against, and gradually 
the acceptance happened all over 
the country, in a period of about 

10 years. People discovered that it 
wasn't just your hairdresser that was 
gay; it was your doctor, your lawyer, 
the contractor, the guys working on 
the streets.” 


With this acceptance began the 
slow mainstreaming of gay culture, a 
process now evident in film, profes- 
sional sports, and television. Paradoxi- 
cally, mainstream acceptance seems to 
have heightened interest in more devi- 
ant subcultures among some gays, espe- 
cially men. The resurgence of San 
Francisco's drag culture and the city’s 
BDSM/eather scene suggests that mar- 
ginal communities can flourish even as 
gay culture is incorporated into main- 
stream American life. So while some 
queers lead lives increasingly indistin- 
guishable from their straight neighbors, 
others grow queerer still. 

Erik Will, chairman of the San 
Francisco Leatherman’s Discussion 
Group, an educational nonprofit 
for the BDSM/leather community, 
believes this resurgence to be 
undeniable. Forums for “kinkier 
modes of play are huge now. The 
scene is much bigger than it was 
before. You can argue whether or 
not the Internet has been good or 
bad, but it’s definitely made it more 
accessible,’ he says. As recently as 
three years ago, the group was “on 
life support. Most of the people 
in the room were on the steering 
committee. Now, even heavy-duty 
piercing stuff gets a huge turnout.” 
This has prompted the group to seek 
larger venues as, on one occasion, 
an over-capacity crowd caught the 
attention of fire marshal. 

Meeting like-minded sexual 
partners this way, or through fetish- 
oriented sites such as Recon, might 
not be quite as sexy and dangerous 
as memorizing the hanky code, but 
it sure is easier. In a sense, “decline” 
means only that what was once rare 
is now more common. It’s the sense 
of living apart, of being different, 
that is fading, and that upsets people 
who saw beautiful things grow out 
of it. 


Of course, the most salient issue 
in the survival of S.F. queer culture to- 
day isn’t the rise and fall of kinks. It’s 
the cost of living. More ink has been 
spilled on the subject of gentrification 
and its predilection for fancy toast 
than just about any other topic in 
2010s San Francisco, but the facts 

do contradict the stereotype of the 
affluent gay. 
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Genrification “has impacted the 
LGBT community disproportionately,’ 
says Campos. “There are more 
evictions in the Castro than anywhere 
else, and it’s second in the number of 
Ellis Act evictions after the Mission.” 
(The 94114 ZIP code, according to 
the Board of Supervisors’ legislative 
report, has a higher-than-average 
number of rent-controlled units, and 
also has seen a higher-than-average 
increase in property values.) “What I 
keep hearing from LGBT people that 
I speak to is that many of them, and 
their friends, have been pushed out. 
What I find is that there’s a sentiment 
that ‘We are losing this community 
that took so long for us to build’ A 
lot of the older gay men who came to 
the Castro in the "70s are one eviction 
away from being pushed out of San 
Francisco. There are gay men who 
survived the AIDS crisis, but who are 
not able to survive this affordability 
crisis.” 

Temprano believes that 
neighborhoods and institutions are 
being devitalized as well: “It’s not like 
people haven’t moved to New York 
and L.A. before. But it’s the exodus of 
people who are doing amazing things 
in San Francisco but feel that they 
have to leave,” he says. “Imagine if 
[drag performers] Heklina, Juanita 
More, and Peaches Christ felt that 
S.F. wasn’t the place for them. ... 

Not coming in the first place is a 


different, almost sadder question. 
Oakland’s a BART ride away, but 
damn, doesn’t it suck to have those 
people not living with us here and 
having to commute in to create 
culture? San Francisco shouldn't give 
up hope on being San Francisco.” 
While it’s subject to the same 
macroeconomic forces, the East Bay 
is luring away many queers. Artist 
Mike Ojeda jumped across the bay 
because “so much maneuvering 


was required in order to enjoy the 
simple things. The magic of walking 
in a neighborhood, or going to a 
park to explore, seemed to always 
be overshadowed by an influx of 
douchebaggery. San Francisco 
became super-straight, and the 
weirdoes I was so excited to see 
when I first moved there were gone. 
I made the decision to land in East 
Oakland, and often wonder why 
[hadn't done it sooner.” There is 
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choices 





Mike Koozmin 


Tom Temprano is an activist, DJ, 
and co-owner of Virgil's Sea Room, 
one of a wave of queer-inflected, 
“post-gay” bars. 


also an exodus to Los Angeles and 
Chicago — a huge, cosmopolitan 
city that is cheap compared to San 
Francisco. (It’s 28 percent cheaper, 
according to The New York Times, 
which is partly why Ojeda has since 
moved there.) 


2? 


But gentrification is not a Bay 
Area-specific problem. Cities with 
historically large LGBT populations 
are increasingly the most sought 
after. Places like Seattle, Austin, 
Atlanta, Boston, and Washington, 
D.C., have seen dramatic population 
growth since 2000, in most cases 
after 50 years of stagnation or 
decline. More Americans want to live 
in cool cities than ever, but gay people 
would seem to need those cities and 
their gay ghettoes less and less. 


While the bursting of the tech 
bubble and any subsequent real estate 
collapse would neither instantly undo 
everything nor transpire without cre- 
ating major problems of its own, it 
might propel San Francisco in unfore- 
seeable directions. Since the city’s fu- 
ture seems to be one of ever-escalating 
wealth — the U.S. population increases 
by three million people a year, and 
there are still only so many pretty Vic- 
torians to compete over — it’s possible 
that LGBT San Francisco may ossify 
into a heritage tourist destination first, 
and a place to live in second. That is, 
unless one is extremely wealthy. 
Christopher Kingery, technology 
program manager at Airbnb — and 
a regular Airbnb host — sees the 
risk, and strives for stability in a 
neighborhood in flux. While short- 
term rentals have been associated 
with displacements and »> pls 
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housing scarcity, Kingery remains 
in his home while hosting guests, 
and shepherds them around. “If you 
look on almost every corner, there’s 
a high-rise that’s going up,” he says. 
“And they’re not cheap. They’re 
creating all this inventory, and it’s 
creating an influx of people. I don’t 
know who those people are going to 
be — but more than likely: straight, 
techy-y guys and gals. I think that'll 
change the face of the Castro a little 
bit, but they'll live here. 

Still, Kingery is concerned about 
what the future might look like. 
“I don’t want the culture to be 
consumed by this gentrification of 
the neighborhood, and I think that’s 
what’s happening,” he says. “Folsom 
Street Fair used to be wild, and now 
people are pushing kids in strollers.” 

As the Haight is something of a 
museum of past Haight-ness, so too 
might the Castro and SoMa become 
places where LGBT people BART 
in for the Frameline film festival 
or Pink Saturday, or fly in for the 
Folsom Street Fair, before returning 
to wherever they make their homes, 
much like Catholics who only go to 
church on Christmas and Easter. 

Abramson, the early AIDS 
doctor and a 50-year Castro 
resident, feels the parallel acutely: 
“It already started,” he says. The 
rainbow crosswalk stripes, sidewalk 
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widening, and Gay Walk of Fame are 
“to attract tourists. They’re making 
it a draw. It’s always been a draw for 
gay people, but they want all of the 
tourists to come in here.” 

But while Abramson is no fan 
of condos per se, he doesn’t see 
the immediate neighborhood’s 
gay character under assault. In his 
experience, the Castro “has always 
been about 50 percent gay. I know 
all my neighbors. They know I’m 
gay. There’s lots of straights on 
my particular block. It’s cute.” San 
Francisco might become a giant B&B, 
a Palm Springs or Provincetown 
writ large. Or maybe even that’s 
too optimistic. As Bus Station John 





Mike Koozmin 


Supervisor David Campos’s district 
has been hard hit by Ellis Act 
evictions, which disproportionately 
affect LGBT seniors and people 

of color. 


laments, “Go to Polk Street now, ona 
weekend night. It’s one of the cradles 
of gay San Francisco and it’s as if it 
never existed.” 


Yet every large-scale cultural 

trend contains at least a nugget of its 
opposite. Same-sex marriage might 
turn out to be something of a boomlet, 
as the rush of seeing couples who've 
been together for 50 years marry wears 
off, and gay Millennials (and whatever 


generation comes after them) fall back 
into phase with the wider discontent 
with traditional institutions. Hetero- 
sexual marriage rates, except among 
the highly affluent, are falling, and 
once it becomes commonplace, gay 
marriage may follow. 

As political homophobia falls 
away — and with more than 80 
percent of Americans under 30 
supporting marriage equality and 
gay adoption, there is evidence it will 
— new generations of gays might 
not be so inclined to follow the 
marriage script. And not everyone 
who lived through the bad old days 
is rushing to wed, either. 

Abramson is somewhat 
dismissive of same-sex nuptials. “The 
only reason I can think of for gays to 
get married is tax purposes,” he says. 
Monogamy is hardly the only path, 
either. Will is openly polyamorous — 
openly as in “out and proud,’ as well 
as “in an open poly relationship” — 
and Kingery has hosted “throuples” 
through Airbnb. Same-sex marriage 
might become normal without 
becoming the only norm. 

Nearer-term, housing 
displacements might be approaching 
a high-water mark. Supervisor 
Campos’ bill requiring landlords 
who evict tenants under the Ellis Act 
to pay the equivalent of two years 
of comparable rent became law on 
June 1, and State Sen. Mark Leno 
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is pushing a bill that prohibits new 
landlords from Ellis Act-ing tenants 
until they’ve owned a building for 
five years. 

For his part, Campos is 
optimistic. “I think there’s a silver 
lining to how bad things have 
gotten, that it has pushed people to 
get involved in the issue of housing 
and affordability,” he says. “It’s not 
the typical activists — it’s actually 
regular people. And that’s when 
change happens.” 


For all the talk about the revolu- 
tionary potential of the late 1970s, it’s 
easy to forget that Harvey Milk 
launched his political career on per- 
haps the most middlebrow issue of all: 
dog poop. Forty years on, the energy 
of LGBT activism is now shifting from 
gay marriage to trans rights. On hous- 
ing rights and combating violence, 
there is still much work to do — but 
less and less need for windowless bars 
in which to get it done. 

The political victories of gay 
culture have led to the decline of 
the institutions built to win the 
battles. To be equal does not mean 
you have to be the same, but having 
become equal, there is less need to 
be different. The Good/Bad Old Days 
are gone, but the Castro, like San 
Francisco, is still alive — and after all 
this time, it’s still full of dog poop. 
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Art Opening 


BILLS, BILLS, 
BILLS 


It’s been a rough year for San Francisco 
art galleries. In a city where money 
seems to speak louder than just about 
anything else, galleries are struggling 
to come up with the funds for their ev- 
er-rising rent, or even hold on to their 
leases. Rising costs — due in part to 
the expansion of tech start-ups — 
have already pushed three beloved gal- 
leries, George Krevsky Gallery, Rena 
Bransten Gallery, and Patricia Swee- 
tow Gallery, out of their spaces. So far, 
the Mission’s Incline Gallery hasn't 
been hit, but that doesn’t mean it is 
oblivious to the threat. Its newest 
show, “Stop Being Poor,” brings to- 
gether the very best local artists to 
touch on the topic of wealth — and 
how it can be destructive. Owners also 
ask that you buy a piece from the show 
because, come on. They have to stop 
being poor. Working in installation, 
performance, and visual arts, “Stop 
Being Poor” asks the question: Which 
is more valuable, tech or culture? 

Incline Gallery presents “Stop 
Being Poor” at 6 p.m. and continues 
through June 8 at Incline Gallery, 
766 Valencia St., S.F. Free; visit 
inclinegallerysf.com. Laura Jaye 
Cramer 
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SAT 6/7 


Art Opening 


GARDEN STROLL 


The Yerba Buena Gardens are painfully 
charming. The little oasis in the middle 
of downtown is home to museums, the- 
aters, restaurants and cafes — there’sa 
reason that everyone working within a 
10-block radius eats lunch alongside the 
fountains. Yerba Buena Alliance has put 
together Yerba Buena Art Walk, sure 
to be the most delightful and pleasant 
art walk you can find. The day brings to- 
gether San Francisco's top artists, cura- 
tors, and art enthusiasts to enjoy live 
music, free admission to neighborhood 
galleries, and an after-party at Temple 
Nightclub. You don’t have to bea 
snobby art professional to attend — 
the laid-back garden vibes make sure of 
that. You just have to be willing to 
spend a lovely day around beautiful 
things. Sounds nice, right? Participat- 
ing galleries include: 111 Minna Gal- 
lery, Cartoon Art Museum, 
Contemporary Jewish Museum, Mexi- 
can Museum, Museum of the African 
Diaspora, SFMOMA, and, of course, 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. 

Yerba Buena Alliance presents 
Yerba Buena Art Walk at noon and 
continues through 8 p.m. at the Yerba 
Buena Neighborhood, between Sec- 
ond Street and Fourth Street on Mis- 
sion Street, S.F. Free; call 978-2700 or 
visit yerbabuena.org. LJC 
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Comedy 


COMPULSIVE 
FUNNY DISORDER 


Aisha Tyler is funny, and a badass. 
Known for her stand-up, her recent 
voicework as Lana on Archer, and a bil- 
lion other television gigs, including her 
stint back in the 90s on early genera- 
tion Talk Soup, Tyler is bringing her 
stage show back to her hometown this 
weekend. She has compared being a 
comic to having a compulsive disorder, 
which makes it one of the few times it’s 
okay to laugh at someone's disorder. A 
formidably intelligent and beautiful 
woman who probably could’ve done 
anything with her life, Tyler chose 
comedy, and now you can benefit from 
that choice this weekend at Cobb's. 

Aisha Tyler performs Saturday at 
7:30 and 9:45 p.m. at Cobb’s Comedy 
Club, 915 Columbus Ave., S.F. Tickets 
are $25. 928-4320 or cobbscomedy- 
club.com. Emilie Mutert 


SUN 6/8 


Comics 


QUEERLY 
ILLUSTRATED 


Join some of the Bay Area's leading 
LGBTQ cartoonists as they coordinate 
with the Cartoon Art Museum of San 
Francisco during Pride month to put on 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 








the annual Queer Comics Expo (QCE). 
Headlined by Bay Area comics virtuoso 
and California College of the Arts in- 
structor Ed Luce, known for his wildly 
popular Wuvable Oaf series, the expo will 
encourage attendees to cosplay, draw, 
and attend live demonstrations with 
some of the best-known queer cartoon- 
ists in the business. Featured artists in- 
clude Eisner nominee and creator of 
Along Came Lola Jett Atwood and comic 
creators like Alex Woolfson and Tyler 
Cohen. Expect a weekend on the cutting 
edge of LGBTQ comics, and if all that 
doesn't seem fun enough for you, QCE 
has promised the appearance of “Super 
Drag Queens” to commingle with the 
crowd. Prizes will be handed out for best 
cosplay, and trendsetting queer comics 
publishers like Northwest Press and 
Prism Comics will be featured for all 
their heroic fierceness. Attendees will re- 
ceive a 10 percent discount at the Car- 
toon Art Museum bookstore. 

The Queer Comics Expo starts at 11 
a.m. and continues through June 11 at 
the Cartoon Art Museum of San Fran- 
cisco, 655 Mission St., S.F. Admission 
is $6-$8; visit www.cartoonart.org. 
Samuel Sattin 


MON 6/9 


Literature 


BEST BOOKS 


Every year since 1931, the California 
Book Awards have honored excep- 


WEEK OF JUNE 6-11, 2014 
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tional literature produced in the 
Golden State. A select jury reads hun- 
dreds of books that fall into one of four 
categories: fiction, poetry, nonfiction, 
and children’s literature. Eligible books 
were written while the authors were 
residents of California, and published 
during the year in question. “Our liter- 
ature clearly puts us on the map as 
much as any geographical feature of 
our topography or technology com- 
pany does,” says Mary Ellen Hannibal, 
author and chair of the awards. “The 
soul of California is in these books.” 
This year’s winners are Karen Joy 
Fowler, fiction (We Are All Completely 
Beside Ourselves), Anthony Marra, first 
fiction (A Constellation of Vital Phenom- 
ena), Brenda Hillman, poetry (Seasonal 
Works With Letters On Fire), Marissa 
Moss, juvenile (Barbed Wire Baseball), 
Tom McNeal, young adult (Far Far 
Away), Heyday Books, contribution to 
publishing (Deborah Valoma’s Scrape 
the Willow Until It Sings: The Words and 
Work of Basket Maker Julia Parker, with 
photographs by Lee Fatherree), and 
Ronald M. George, Retired California 
Supreme Court chief justice (Chief: The 
Quest for Justice in California). A recep- 
tion with light refreshments begins at 
5 p.m., with an awards ceremony at 6 
p.m. anda book signing at 7:15 p.m. 

83rd Annual California Book 
Awards starts at 5 p.m. at The Com- 
monwealth Club, 595 Market St., 
S.F. Admission is $10; call 597-6700 
or visit commonwealthclub.org. 
Evan Karp 
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Tae RT LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by e-mail 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). To change an 
existing listing call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following week's issue. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our completel listings of local events - searchable by keyword, date, and 


genre - are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Empty Kingdom: 2014 Summer 
Art Show: 20+ artist group show curated by in- 
ternational art website Empty Kingdom. Starting 
June 6. Mondays-Fridays. Continues through July 
26. emptykingdom.com. 111 Minna, S.F., 974-1719, 
www.!timinnagallery.com. 

4x5 Gallery. 4x5 Gallery Artist Show: With the gallery 
owners deciding to curtail operations at the end of 
June, this is 4x5's last planned showcase of work by 


local photographers. Through June 30. 442 Haight, 
S.F, www.4x5gallerysf.com. 

ActivSpace. Elie Leder: The Objects: ASC Projects 
presents the San Francisco artist's gender-role-re- 
versing explorations of the male form via video 
and photography. Tuesdays, Thursdays. Continues 
through June 29. ascprojects.org. 3150 18th St., S.F., 
355-1515, www.activspace.com. 

Adobe Books. Despite What You've Been Told: Christian 
“Dicky” Davies curated this 10-artist group show 
that strives to never settle for being merely okay. 


YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
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Public Intimacy: Art and Other Ordinary Acts in South Africa is jointly organized by YBCA and SFMOMA. Presenting support is generously provided by the Evelyn D. Haas 
Exhibition Fund at SEMOMA. Major support is provided by the James C. Hormel and Michael P. Nguyen Endowment Fund at SSMOMA. Generous support is provided by 


Meridee Moore and Kevin King, Mike Wilkins and Sheila Duignan, the Betlach Family Foundation, the YBCA Creative Ventures Council, Concepcidn and Irwin Federman, 
the National Endowment for the Arts, the George Frederick Jewett Foundation, Ronald W. Garrity, Kate and Wes Mitchell, and the Yerba Buena Community Benefit District. 


Athi-Patra Ruga, The Future White Women of Azania, 2012; performed as part of Performa Obscura in collaboration with Mikhael Subotzky; commissioned for the 
exhibition Making Way, Grahamstown, South Africa; photo: Ruth Simbao, courtesy Athi-Patra Ruga and WHATIFTHEWORLD/GALLERY. 
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Through June 14. 3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936. 

Alter Space. Everyday Zeal: Ordinary items given 
uncommon attention is the premise of this group 
show featuring works such as bizarre paintings and 
ceramic sculpture from Andy Coolquitt, Christopher 
Davison, Mie Horlyk Mogensen, Renee Rhodes, and 
Dean Schneider. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through July 12. 1158 Howard St., S.F., 735-1158, 
www.alterspace.co. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. John Bonick & Tim Yankosky: 
New Works: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through July 
11. 545 4th St., S.F., 495-2090, www.asgallery.com. 

Anthony Meier Fine Arts. Yuh-Shioh Wong: Calling 
Across the Watermelon Field For You: Acrylic paint- 
ings aglow by bright, light colors. Tuesdays-Fridays. 
Continues through June 20. 1969 California, S.F., 
351-1400, www.anthonymeierfinearts.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. Like a Tom Waits Song: Andrea 
Schwartz juried this group show featuring more 
than 30 artists inspired by the music of the iconic 
troubadour. Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21. Dianne Hoffman & Leslie 
Morgan: Circus Freaks & Sideshows: Mixed-media 
collages and assemblages for the carny within us all. 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays. Continues through 
June 21. 1246 Folsom, S.F., 298-7969, www.arc-sf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Dark Matters: Group show featur- 
ing depictions of beastly creatures and nightmarish 
worlds by Robert Bowen, Dave Correia, and Caitlin 
Hackett. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
June 28. 210 Golden Gate Avenue, S.F., 926-8573, 
www.bashcontemporary.com. 

Bayview/Anna E. Walden Branch Library. Bayview's 
Historical Footprints: Redux!: Historical photography 
exhibit and stories by Bayview/Hunters Point elders. 
Daily. 5075 Third St., S.F., 355-5757, www.sfpl.org. 

Berkeley Art Center. Known Associates: Selections 
from the 2014 East Bay Open Studios: Group show 
curated by the Berkeley Art Center's Aimee Le Duc. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 
15. 1275 Walnut, Berkeley, 510-644-6893, www. 
berkeleyartcenter.org. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Peter Alexander: The Color of 
Light: Cast resin sculptures. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through July 3. Andrew Belschner: Water 
+ Color: Multilayered watercolor abstractions. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through July 3. 248 
Utah, S.F., 788-1050, www.briangrossfineart.com. 

David Brower Center. Reimagining Progress: Pro- 
duction, Consumption, and Alternative Economies: 
Multidisciplinary juried exhibition that features 18 
regional artists questioning the way we consume 
natural resources. Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Sept. 4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
510-809-0900, www.browercenter.org. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. 
Many Places at Once: CCA Graduate Program in 
Curatorial Practice thesis exhibit featuring works 
by Martin Soto Climent, Rana Hamadeh, Li Ran, 
Cinthia Marcelle, William Powhida, lan Wallace, and 
Real Time and Space. Through July 12. 360 Kansas, 
S.F., 355-9670, www.wattis.org. 

Center for New Music. Brenda Hutchinson: Giant Music 
Boxes & The Long Tube: Window gallery installation 
featuring the local musician's homemade experimen- 
tal instruments. Through June 30. 55 Taylor, S.F., 
275-2466, www.centerfornewmusic.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Claire Colette: Small 
Moves in Strange Rooms: The San Francisco artist 
showcases a series of drawings, done in elegant 
graphite on paper, that use sets of repetitive lines 
reminiscent of how we picture sound, developing a 
loose narrative on how the sounds of our surround- 
ings translate to image. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 4 
p.m. Continues through July 12.1295 Alabama, S.F., 
867-7770, www.eleanorharwood.com. 

Et al.. Cybele Lyle: The Moon Is Slowly Rising: Thurs- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through July 4. 620 
Kearny, S.F., 269-4873, www.etaletc.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Adam Parker Smith: Seriously: 
Sculptures, photographs, and multi-media works with 
a taste for the playfully absurd. Wednesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through June 7. 441 O'Farrell, S.F., 
796-3676, www.evergoldgallery.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Nychos: Street Anatomy: The 
Austrian street muralist brings his wild anatomical 
explosions inside for a solo show in the Lower Haight. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, S.F., 252-9144, 
www.fifty24sf.com. 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco. 
Sacred Himalayan Beauty: Landscape photographs 
and traditional Tibetan art by Richard Christiani, 
Greg Hale, and Rosalyn White. Through June 28. 1187 
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Franklin, S.F., 292-4892, www.uusf.org. 

Fouladi Projects. Rudi Molacek: Malen Wir: New oil 
paintings by the Berlin-based artist. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through July 5. 1803 Market, S.F., 
621-2535, www.fouladiprojects.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Hiroshi Sugimoto: Acts of God: 
The first Stateside exhibition of the artist's The 
Last Supper: Acts of God, a five-panel photograph 
that was recently damaged by Hurricane Sandy, 
plus other works. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. 
Continues through July 3. Free. 49 Geary, S.F., 981- 
2661, www.fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Grabner Killam 2014: Collaborative in- 
stallation by Michelle Grabner and Brad Killam. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through July 30. 
501 Third St., S.F., 626-7495, www.gallery16.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Val Britton: Passage: Geo- 
graphically inspired cut-paper installation. Starting 
June 5. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Aug. 2. Christine Elfman: Fix & Fade: The 2014 San 
Francisco Artist Award winner explores concepts 
of ephemerality and mutability through film and 
painting. Starting June 5. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Aug. 2. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, 
www.gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. Daft Punk Deux: Group show inspired 
by the French robodisco duo. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21. 1040 Larkin, S.F., 590- 
2303, www.gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Brooklyn Bridge: Elastica’s 
Justine Frischmann guest curates this group show 
featuring 14 artists from NYC's most happening 
borough. Starting June 7. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through July 12. 315 Potrero, S.F., 703- 
4400, www.georgelawsongallery.com. 

The Great Highway Gallery. Nathan Wirth: A Slice 
of Silence: Long-exposure seascapes and infrared 


photos by the San Francisco native. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through July 4. nlwirth.com. 3649 
Lawton, S.F., 681-3380, www.thegreathighway.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Christian Maychack: Split States: 
Wall pieces sharing the aesthetics of both painting 
and sculpture. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 7. 49 Geary, S.F., 296-9661, www. 
gregorylindgallery.com. 

Haines Gallery. Mike Henderson: Traces of Places: 
Textured abstract paintings by the Bay Area artist. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 397-8114, www.hainesgallery.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Marco Maggi: West vs. East: The Uru- 
guyan artist's small, subtle works invite — perhaps 
even require — viewers to stop and take a closer look. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 
260 Utah, S.F., 495-5454, www.hosfeltgallery.com. 

lan Ross Gallery. lan Ross: Spray Paint: Solo show 
celebrating the 1-year anniversary of the local 
street artist's namesake gallery. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through June 15. 466 Brannan, S.F., 533- 
5758, www.ianrossgallery.com. 

Incline Gallery. Stop Being Poor (The Art Show): Pop-up 
group show featuring art, installations, and live 
performances by 20 local starving artists, including 
Persia, San Cha, Vain Hein, and many more. June 6-8. 
facebook.com/BlackGlitterWorld. 766 Valencia, S.F., 
www.inclinegallerysf.com. 

Intersection for the Arts. Bernie Lubell: Why Can't 
the First Part of the Second Party Be the Second 
Part of the First Party?: With its giant cogs, gears, 
wheels, pulleys, and cranks, this large-scale wooden 
installation invites interactive participation. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 7. 925 
Mission, S.F., 626-2787, www.theintersection.org. 

Jack Fischer Gallery. Sarah Ratchye & Natalya 
Burd: For Love & Glory: Two-person show featuring 


The Week in Cheap 


Free and cheap things to doin and around 


S.F. this week. 
By Johnny Funcheap 


MAPP: MISSION ARTS 
PERFORMANCE PROJECT 


During this bimonthly art discovery crawl, dozens of poets, artists, and musi- 
cians take over venues like cafes, backyard gardens, and even BART stations 
for an evening of performances in unusual spaces. Consider yourself unlucky if 
you find an event schedule in advance, because half the fun is wandering 
around the Mission District hoping to stumble upon impromptu concerts, 
film screenings, and strange performance art. 

Saturday, June 7, at 4 p.m. at various locations near 24th and Mission 
streets, S.F. Free; mappsf.bandzoogle.com. 


CULTIVATE 
FESTIVAL 


Part of the Chipotle charm 
offensive to make us feel okay 
about a chain moving in on our 
beloved taquerias’ turf, the second 
annual Cultivate Festival lures 
thousands for an afternoon of 
long lines, chef demos, slightly 
overpriced food, and a chance to 
earn a free burrito — but only if 
you visit four Chipotle propaganda 
tents. Dreamy pop stars Neon 
Trees headline a surprisingly 
strong music lineup. 

Saturday, June 7, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
at Hellman Hollow, Golden Gate 
Park, S.F. Free; chipotlecultivate.com. 


GOLDEN GATE PARK 
BAND FESTIVAL 


The SF Symphony may get most of 
the glory when it performs free 
shows, but it’s the ever-reliable 
Golden Gate Park Band that has 
clocked in 5,000+ outdoor summer 
concerts on Sundays since 1882. It 
shares the stage with concert and 
brass bands from all over Northern 
California for an annual two-day 
festival of marches, classical favor- 
ites, and circus music. 

Saturday, June 7, and Sunday, 
June 8, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Spreckels 
Temple of Music, Music Concourse, 
Golden Gate Park, S.F. Free; golden- 
gateparkband.org. 


Goto Funcheap.com formore of the best free and affordable things to doin S.F. 
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A90TH ANINIUAAL. | Kip's Bikes SALE! 


2014 Haro Z10 Scoot Bike for boys & girls $1199 
2014 Trek boy’s Jet 16” & girl’s Mystic 16” $189% 
2014 Specialized Hotrock 20” boy’s & girl's $219 
2014 Trek MT 200 boy's & girl’s 24” mountain $279 
2014 Raleigh boy’s or girl's 24” mountain $2899 
2014 DiamondBack Youth Hybrid 24” boy's & girl's $2999 
2014 SE SoCal Flyer 24" bmx $ $3499 
2013 Haro Solo+ 20” freestyle/bmx $389 
2014 Fuji Ace 650 kid's road bike $3999 
2012 Haro 400.1 20” freestyle/bmx $399% 
2013 Haro Duo 20” freestyle/bmx $439 
2014 SE Santa Cruz Big Ripper 29” bmx $6292 


ROAD BIKES 


2014 Raleigh Revenio 1.0 & Capri 1.0 $5999 
2014 Trek Lexa C WSD $619% 
2014 Specialized Allez C2 $6392 
2014 Specialized Dolce & Secteur C2 $6895 
2013 Trek Lexa SL WSD $9299 
2014 Trek 1.5 C men’s $9499 
2014 Raleigh Revenio & Capri 3.0 $1200 $9999 
2013 Surly Pacer cromoly steel $1,470 $9999 
2013 Trek 520 cromoly steel touring $1350 $114995 
2013 Specialized Tarmac M2 $1600 $1199% 
2014 Trek Madone 3.1 C H2 & 3.1 C WSD $1800 $149995 


HYBRID/CITY BIKES 


2013 SE Lager Urban single speed $400 $329 
2014 Trek Verve 1 lady’s & men’s $400 $369 
2014 Trek 7.1 FX lady's & men’s $430 $399% 
2014 Specialized Vita Sport & Sirrus Sport $540 $49995 
2013 Raleigh Cadent i8 & Alysai8 women's $700 $54995 
2013 Specialized Globe Roll 8 lady's & men’s $700 $5999 
2014 Trek 7.4 FX & 7.4 FX WSD $740 $6792 
2013 Trek 7.6 FX $1200  $94995 
2014 Specialized Sirrus Comp Disc $1100 $9899 


MOUNTAIN/DUAL SPORT BIKES 


2014 Raleigh Talus 3.0 $360 $32995 
2013 Raleigh Misceo 1.0 dual sport $430 $3499 
2014 Trek 3500 men’s & Skye WSD lady's $400 $3692 
2014 Trek 8.1 Dual Sport men’s $480 $44995 
2014 Specialized Hardrock Sport Disc 29’er $640 $5892 
2014 Specialized Rockhopper 29’er $800 $7292 
2014 Trek 8.4 Dual Sport $820 $7492 


ALL BIKES ARE ON SALE! 


Sale limited to stock on hand 


10% of ALL MONEY DONATED* 


Valencia Cyclery again hopes to generate a large donation for 
a very worthy cause, Project Open Hand! This is a chance for 
you to save big and help us give back to the community! 

A heartfelt “thanks” to you, our loyal customers! 

$113,124 donated to date! 


*10% of gross receipts, sales tax excluded 
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20% OFF 


SF'S LARGEST ALL PARTS, ACCESSORIES 
SELECTION FOR AND CLOTHING! 


Sale Hours: ADULTS AND KIDS TO 
Thur. & Fri. 10-7 =» 


Sat. 10-60m ¢ Sun. 11-6 


VALENCIA CYCLERY 


1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd) S.F. 415-550-6600 ¢ www.valenciacyclery.com 
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NOW PLAYING! 


NOW PLAYING 


VOT A GEMUIVE 
BLACK MAWV 


Written and Performed by Brian Copeland 
Directed by David Ford 


HERSHEY FELDER as 
LEONARD BERNSTEIN i 
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figurative drawing and paintings. Starting June 7. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through July 12. 49 
Geary, S.F., 956-1178, www.jackfischergallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Romare Bearden: Sto- 
ryteller: Collages, watercolors, prints, and other 
illustrative works by the famed Harlem artist from 
1970s and ‘80s. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 21. 464 Sutter, S.F., 677-0770, www. 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Kala Art Institute. Para-Apparatus: Group show 
featuring new work by Kala Fellowship artists Brian 
Barr, Ben Bigelow, Tammy Rae Carland, Andrew Con- 
nelly, John Davis, Corey Escoto, Amy M. Ho, Cybele 
Lyle, and James Sterling Pitt. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through July 26. 1060 Heinz, Berkeley, 
510-549-2977, www.kala.org. 

The Lab. That that is is that that is not is not is that it it 
is: Group show featuring Jason Benson, Sara Cwynar, 
Honza Hoeck, Erin Jane Nelson, Puppies Puppies, and 
Brion Nuda Rosch. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 28. 2948 16th St., S.F., 864-8855, 
www.thelab.org. 

Lot 21 Gallery. Reuben Wu: Infinite Sustain: Photo- 
graphs from the fringes. Tuesdays-Fridays. Continues 
through June 25. 933 20th St., S.F., 826-0300, www. 
lot2igallery.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Brian Barneclo: Misinformation: 
The popular muralist presents paintings and a new 
parklet that renders the flow of data and communi- 
cation inthe artist's trademark jazzy style. Mondays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through June 16. 3318 
22nd St., S.F., 647-5888, lunarienne.com. 

Magnet. Todd Trexler: A Solo Exhibition of His Legend- 
ary Posters: A show honoring the late LGBT artist 
whose 1970s posters for the Cockettes and Nocturnal 
Dream Shows at the Palace Theater in North Beach 
have become collectors’ items. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 30. toddtrexlerposters.com. 
4122 18th St., S.F., 581-1600, www.magnetsf.org. 

Main Library, James C. Hormel Gay & Lesbian Center. 
Chicks with Shticks: The Kinsey Sicks and 20 Years 
of Dragapella Activism: This collection of artifacts 
and ephemera — including sheet music, costumes, 
and photographs — chronicles the satirical drag 
ensemble’s two-decade musical career. Through 
July 12. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Forbidden City, USA: 
Chinese American Nightclubs, 1936-1970: Revisit 
the stage spectacles and social scenes of long-lost 
Chinatown nightclubs in this exhibit of photographs, 
programs, postcards, menus, and memorabilia 
curated by Arthur Dong. Through July 6. 100 Larkin, 
S.F., 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Daniel Arnold: Six Days 
in San Francisco, May 6-12, 2014: New photographs 
depicting colorful street characters on the down- 
town city sidewalks. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through June 27. 1 Sutter St. Ste. 202, S.F., 369-9404, 
www.wolfecontemporary.com. 

Market Street Gallery. Donald Rizzo: Life Rebuilt: 
Paintings depicting the gay artist's drug- and psy- 
chosis-fueled “journey into and out of the Depths 
of Despair.” Through June 30. 1554 Market, S.F., 
290-1441, www.marketstreetgallery.com. 

The McLoughlin Gallery. Guillermo Bert: Incubator: 
Laser-cut acrylic cubes and traditionally inspired 
textiles combining modern matrix codes with ancient 
symbolism. Starting June 5. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through July 12. 49 Geary Ste. 200, S.F., 
www.mgart.com. 

Meridian Gallery. Carolyn Castafio: Narco Venus 
and Other Stories: The colorful Los Angeles artist 
presents recent paintings and video. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through June 29. 535 Powell, S.F., 
398-7229, www.meridiangallery.org. 

Modern Eden. On Beauty: International group show of 
pulchritudinous paintworks. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 7. Brianna Angelakis: Fairy 
Tales - The Test of Time: Girls from archetypal child- 
hood stories find themselves in more modern milieux 
in this series of paintings that combine fantasy with 
realism. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
June 7. ArtSpan Artist Mixer with Quiet Lightning: In 
honor of Brianna Angelakis’ art show currently on 
view at the gallery, local writers — including Denise 
Benavides, Kwan Booth, Carolyn Ho, Lucy Tiven, Nate 
Waggoner, and Colin Winnette — read stories inspired 
by fairy tales. Thu., June 5, 6-8 p.m. free. artspan.org. 
403 Francisco, S.F., 956-3303, www.moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Maia Flore: Sleep Elevations: 
Photographs imagine dreamers taking flight. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 732-0300, www.modernbook.com. 
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Modernism. Mark Stock: Lives of the Butlers: 14 new 
trompe l'oeil tableaux revisit the title character 
from the late painter's most popular work, The 
Butler's in Love - Absinthe (which celebrates its 25th 
anniversary this year), and others. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through June 21. 685 Market, S.F., 
541-0461, www.modernisminc.com. 

Multiple San Francisco Locations. Spring 2014 
Yerba Buena Art Walk: An afternoon of free access 
to the art shows and exhibits at 111 Minna Gallery, 
California Historical Society, Cartoon Art Museum, 
Chandler Fine Art, Contemporary Jewish Museum, 
Intersection for the Arts, Mirus Gallery, Museum of 
the African Diaspora, Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts, and other SOMA cultural institutions. Sat., 
June 7, 12:30-6 p.m. free. yerbabuena.org/artwalk. 
Multiple addresses, S.F. 

Paolo Mejia. Cindy Aquino: Kadena - Queer as Punk: 
Solo exhibition of photographs depicting the Fili- 
pin@ LGBT community. Starting June 8. Sundays. 
Continues through June 29. 4343 Third St., S.F., 
www.paolomejia.com. 

Paul Mahder Gallery. Kamalky Laureano & Carlos 
Gomez Mojica: Visceral: Photorealistic paintings 
and drawings. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
July 6. 3378 Sacramento, S.F., 474-7707, www. 
paulmahdergallery.com. 

Public Works. Intersections: Three artist pop-up 
show featuring work by Terry Hoff, Silvia Poloto, 
and Juan Reyes at Public Works’ Roll Up Gallery. 
Thu., June 5, 6-9 p.m. Free. 161 Erie, S.F., 932-0955, 
www.publicsf.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Occupy Your Imagination: Group 
show featuring works by De Anza College photogra- 
phy students. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
June 21. Jenny Riffle: Scavenger - Adventures in 
Treasure Hunting: Photographs follow a punky 
protagonist on his continuing search for small buried 
treasures. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
June 21. jennyriffle.com. Sarina Finkelstein: The 
New Forty-Niners: Searching for gold in them thar 
California hills didn’t end in the 19th century, as 
evidenced by these photo portraits of rugged and 
scruffy modern-day prospectors. Tuesdays-Sundays. 


THU 6/5 


Circus 


Continues through June 21. 428 Third St., S.F., 495- 
3773, www.raykophoto.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Bruce Davidson: Time of Change: 
1961-1965: A powerful photography exhibit that cap- 
tures the struggles of African-Americans during the 
height of the Civil Rights Movement. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through June 28. 49 Geary, S.F., 
421-0122, www.kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. William Odiorne’s Paris: Vintage 
photographs of the French capital taken by the 
American artist in the 1920s. Starting June 5. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Aug. 23. 49 
Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, www.roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Deric Carner: Stay, Just for a 
Little While: New works inspired by gay literature. 
Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 14. 
1240 22nd St., S.F., 550-7483, www.romeryoung- 
gallery.com. 

Root Division. Soft Muscle: This group show — the 
last at Root Division's current location — invites 13 
local artists to explore issues of vulnerability ina 
range of media. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 20. 3175 17th St., S.F., 863-7668, www. 
rootdivision.org. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Wrong’s What | Do Best: 
Hesse McGraw and Aaron Spangler curated this 
group show in which the artists attempt to transcend 
binary concepts of right and wrong, good and bad, 
success and failure. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through July 26. sfai.edu/wrong. 800 Chestnut, S.F., 
771-7020, www.sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Window Installation 
Site. Alexander Cheves: | wouldn't have called 
anyhow: Large-scale cut wood forms create a 
geometrically dreamlike allegory for fear. Through 
Aug. 30. 155 Grove, S.F., 554-6080, www.sfarts- 
commission.org. 

San Francisco Main Library. Pretty in Ink: North 
American Women Cartoonists 1896-2013: Comic 
books, original artworks, photos, and other forms of 
memorabilia honor the overlooked contributions of 
female cartoonists during the past century. Through 
June 5. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Vivian Maier: Out of the 





RJ Muna 


BIG TOP OF POSSIBILITY 


Everything seems possible at the circus: The bones of the body are replaced 
by springs and levers that arch the toes incomprehensibly close to the lips, 
the air thins so a person can fly through it or spin gyroscopically on the end 
of a string, and every degree of strangeness becomes a vote for beauty. Cir- 
cus Automatic, a troupe composed of San Francisco circus artists who have 
performance credits all over the world, brings new life to Chinatown’s Great 
Star Theater, a cinema house dating from the 1920s, with In the Tree of 
Smoke. Promising feats that are guaranteed to astound, the program asks 
the now-ubiquitous question of how art can survive in a city where its value 
seems to have dropped without a net. Come to celebrate the strength and 


magnificence of human fragility. 


Circus Automatic presents In the Tree of Smoke at 8 p.m. and contin- 
ues through June 28 at Great Star Theater, 636 Jackson St., S.F. Tickets 
are $25; visit circusautomatic.com. Irene Hsiao 
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PERVY SCARLETT 


The one-year anniversary of The 
Booksmith’s ingenuous competi- 
tive erotic fanfiction series, Ship- 
wreck, tackles Gone With the 
Wind; six previous winners of the 
series have reappropriated charac- 
ters from the epic romance classic 
of all epic romance classics, to 
make them do things they may 
have never dreamed of doing. All 
work is read by Shakespearean 
Thespian in Residence Steven 
Westdahl, and audience members 
vote on their favorite; the winners 
choose their character for the fol- 
lowing show and return to defend 
their title. This is not for the 
squeamish; “It used to be, we had 
to sit in dark, sticky booths to get 
these kinds of thrills,” says past 
contestant Nate Waggoner. Partic- 
ipating writers include five-time 
victor Alan Leggit, Carolyn Ho 
(The Great Gatsby), Mac Barnett 
(The Wizard of Oz), Ivan Hernan- 
dez (The Hunger Games), Spencer 
Bainbridge (The Shining), and 
Maggie Tokuda-Hall (The Catcher 
in the Rye). Admission includes 
drinks and aching sides. 
Shipwreck: Gone With the 
Wind starts at 7 p.m. at The 
Booksmith, 1644 Haight St., S.F 
Free, 21+; call 863-8688 or visit 
booksmith.com. Evan Karp 


Shadows: Chicago street photography, silhouette 
self-portraits, and other black-and-white snapshots 
from the enigmatic nanny-turned-artist. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 14. Free. 49 
Geary, S.F., 788-4641, www.scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Donald Sultan: A Decade of 
Paintings & Drawings: Through July 1, 6 p.m. Free. 
55 Geary, S.F., 421-7770, www.sorokko.com. 

SF Camerawork. Jaimie Warren: Solo show featuring 
the 2014 winner of the Baum Award for an Emerging 
American Photographer. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21. 657 Mission, S.F., 512- 
2020, www.sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). 
Doug Shoemaker: Watercolor paintings depicting 
urban objects and manmade/industrial structures. 
Starting June 7. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through July 3. Michele Sudduth: Puzzle-like acrylic 
abstractions. Starting June 7. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through July 3. 2 Marina Boulevard, S.F., 
441-4777, www.sfmoma.org. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center. 
Movement in Paper: International origami exhibition. 
Through July 15. 1650 Holloway, S.F., 338-1112, www. 
sfsustudentcenter.com. 

Shooting Gallery. John Felix Arnold Ill: Pilgrimage: 
The Oakland artist envisions “The World of Unstop- 
pable Tomorrow” ina series of apocalyptic works. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m. Continues through June 
7. Free. felixthethirdrock.com. 886 Geary, S.F., 931- 
1500, www.shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Second Helpings: This three- 
day group show defying mainstream depictions of 
weight-based body image is highlighted by a Sat- 
urday evening performance “fatinee” (6:30-8 p.m. 
on June 7) featuring Jezebel Delilah X, Fatty Cakes 
& The Puff Pastries, Alex Pizzacupcake, and more. 
June 7-9. free (Saturday performance $12-$20). 
Kiernan Dunn: Feral: The queer printmaker combines 
cats and bras in playfully serious silkscreens that 
comment on popular notions of feminity. Starting 
June 7. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
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June 23. Body, Body, Bodies...: Nearly 30 artists 
weigh in on the subject of body politics in this 
multidisciplinary group show presented by the 
2014 National Queer Arts Festival. Starting June 7. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. The 
Most Sincere Gesture: Multidisciplinary exhibition 
featuring queer New Orleans artists Kiernan Dunn, 
Local Honey, Xavier Juarez, and Ashley Teamer. June 
1-9. 934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, www.somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. Off Shore: Paul Cesewski, Con- 
stance Hockaday, Marie Lorenz, Chris Sollars, and A 
People's Archive of Sinking and Melting celebrate the 
waters of the Bay Area in this group show featuring 
gallery installations at SoEx as well as off-site excur- 
sions to various coastal locations around the city. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m. Continues through July 
3. Free. 3030 20th St., S.F., 863-2141, www.soex.org. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church. Garry Bowden: Souls 
of San Francisco: Photo portraits of everyday city 
residents. Through June 30. soulsofsanfrancisco.com. 
2097 Turk, S.F., 567-1855, www.saintcyprianssf.org. 

Stephen Wirtz Gallery. Marc Katano: Angels’ Share: The 
Japanese-American artist presents 11 new ink and 
acrylic paintings on Nepalese and Okawara paper. 
Starting June 5. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through July 17. 49 Geary, S.F., 433-6879, www. 
wirtzgallery.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Anne McGuire & Karla Milose- 
vich: Sinne Spegel: The artists superimpose them- 
selves onto Ingmar Bergman's Persona to create a 
cryptic new version of the Swedish auteur’s film. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 14. 
2747 19th St., S.F, 263-3677, www.stevenwolffinearts. 
com/gallery.asp. 

Thee Parkside. No Values: The San Francisco Punk Rock 
Museum presents a pop-up art show featuring work 
by Peter Adamyan, Jason Dcoi, Tim O'Hanlon, Inkie 
Skyes, Vanessa Jean Speckman, and Johnny Bonnel 
of the Swingin’ Utters, plus music by Uke-Hunt and 
DJ Big Nate. Thu., June 5, 9 p.m. Free. facebook.com/ 
SanFranciscoPunkRockMuseum. 1600 17th St., S.F., 
252-1330, www.theeparkside.com. 

Thomas Reynolds Gallery. Ken Auster: Marin Revisited: 
Coastal town scenes, landscapes, and more by the 
plein air oil painter. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 21. 2291 Pine, S.F., 441-4093, www. 
thomasreynolds.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. Build: Group show featuring 
works by Bean Finneran, Karrie Hovey, Prajakti 
Jayavant, Jenna Kuiper, Annie O’Dorisio, and Maria 
Porges. Starting June 5. Thursdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Aug. 16. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 
510-527-1214, www.traywick.com. 

USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. From Here: The 15th 
Thacher Art + Architecture Annual: Juried exhibition 
of works by USF Department of Art + Architecture 
students. Through July 6. 2130 Fulton, S.F., 422-2044, 
www.usfca.edu/library/thacher. 

White Walls Gallery. Alphabet Show: Every Letter 
Counts: Group exhibit brought to you by the let- 
ters A through Z. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 7. 886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, www. 
whitewallssf.com. 

Yerba Buena Gardens. Artists Guild of San Francisco 
Exhibit: Sun., June 8, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. free. artists- 
guildsf.com. Fourth St. & Mission, S.F., 284-9589, 
www.yerbabuenagardens.com. 


COMEDY 


Aisha Tyler: June 6-7, $25. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Bad Movie Night: Willow: Hosts Jim Fourniadis, 
Mikl-Em, and Ziad Ezzat witness Warwick Davis 
finally getting to play something other than an Ewok 
or a leprechaun (but would probably still rather be 
watching Peter Dinklage in just about anything else). 
Sun., June 8, 8 p.m., $6.99. Dark Room Theater, 
2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, 
brownpapertickets.com/event/559273. The Phoenix 
Theatre, 414 Mason, S.F., 989-0023, www.phoe- 
nixtheatresf.org. 

Brahman/i: A One-Hijra Stand-Up Comedy Show: 
Actor Imran Sheikh wields a witty mic in Aditi Kapil’s 
play about an intersex entertainer who combines 
wry comedy with sly social commentary. Starting 
June 5, Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through June 28, $15-$35, crowdedfire.org. The 
Thick House, 1695 18th St., S.F., 401-8081, www. 
thickhouse.org. 

Brouhaha: QTPOC Activist-Comics Rise Up: Micia 
Mosely hosts a night of queer and trans comedy 


that transcends “tacky oppressive bullshit” with 
performances by Lisa Evans, Cassandra Falby, 
Laurene S. Francois, The Lady Ms. Vagina Jenkins, 
Jasmine Le Blanc, Mahfam Malek, Sis. Nau~T, Jaq 
Victor, and Sabaa Westbrooks. Part of the 2014 
National Queer Arts Festival. Thu., June 5, 7 & 9:30 
p.m., $12-$20, brouhaha2014.tumbir.com. African 
American Art and Culture Complex, 762 Fulton, S.F., 
922-2049, www.aaacc.org. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, www.brainwash.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to 
laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

The Cynic Cave: With Roman Leo, Scott Luhrs, Adrian 
McNair, Chad Opitz, Molly Sanchez, Jeremy Tala- 
mantes, and Kate Willett. Sat., June 7, 8 p.m., $10, 


cyniccave.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $15, 
un-scripted.com. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., www.un-scripted.com. 

David Spade: Through June 4, $45. Cobb's Comedy 
Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www.cobb- 
scomedy.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, www. 
johnnyfoleys.com. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative 
fist at 21st century San Francisco culture in this 
fictional comic monologue directed by David Ford. 
Saturdays, Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through July 
13, $25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Get Yucked Up: With hosts Andrew Holmgren and 
David Gborie. Thursdays, 9 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 


GetYuckedUp. Rebel, 1760 Market, S.F., 431-4202. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

HHashtag: Food carts and free comedy with hosts 
Andrew Holmgren and Justin Gomes. Fridays, 9 p.m., 
free. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 ith St., S.F., www. 
somastreatfoodpark.com. 

In Other News: Expect more jokes than journalism at 
this news-riffing comedy show with guests George 
Chen, Bert DiVietri, and MooreDevine. Sun., June 8, 
8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

Lisa Lampanelli: Sat., June 7, 9 p.m., $42.75. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, S.F., 345-0900, www.thewar- 
fieldtheatre.com. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. OMG, 





MODERNISM 





FROM THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 





THE ROBERT coJANE MEY ERROPRF COLLEC TION 


Ellsworth Kelly, Roy Lichtenstein, Robert Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns, 
Frank Stella, and more. See this captivating selection from the greatest 
masters of the postwar era, including a rare display of Barnett Newman’s 
15-painting masterpiece The Stations of the Cross: Lema Sabachthani. 
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HERBST EXHIBITION GALLERIES 


de Young 


Golden Gate Park = deyoungmuseum.org 


This exhibition is organized by the National Gallery of Art, Washington, and the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. Presenting Sponsors: Penny 
and James George Coulter. Director’s Circle: Estate of Dr. Charles L. Dibble. President's Circle: Bernard Osher Foundation. Curator’s Circle: Lisa and 
Douglas Goldman Fund. Conservator’s Circle: National Endowment for the Arts and the S. Grace Williams Trust. Benefactor’s Circle: Nion T. McEvoy. 
Patron’s Circle: Richard and Peggy Greenfield, the Ednah Root Foundation, and Dorothy Saxe. The exhibition is supported by an indemnity from the 


Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities. 
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Roy Lichtenstein, Painting with Statue of Liberty, 1983. Oil and Magna on canvas. National Gallery of Art, Washington, Collection of Robert and Jane 


Meyerhoff. © Estate of Roy Lichtenstein 
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fiA HA MO HO HOLIDAY COMEDY SHOW 


Friday, December 19 


’ a x | — on 7) 7—4.. . a 
Jaiace of Fine Arts Theatre 
Ticketmaster.com « 800.745.300 - All Ticketmaster Outlets 
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SKY PLUMAGE 


It’s winds that help form the Northern Lights — those otherworldly skies that 
swirl with greens, reds, blues, and purples — and it’s winds that help form an- 
other skyward phenomena: supercells. These cloud formations, which are 
common to the American Midwest, convulse with so much force that they can 
spawn hail the size of boxers’ gloves, along with deadly tornadoes. Supercells 
also produce an incredible plumage that can stretch horizontally for miles, or 
upward and outward in a (depending on your view) beautiful or grotesque 
manner. Bay Area photographer Camille Seaman has been chasing these su- 
percells since 2008, part of a body of work that’s focused on icebergs and other 
natural wonders. A new exhibition of Seaman’s supercell images opens at 
Corden/Potts Gallery tonight. “The Big Cloud — Lovely Monster,” puts the 
viewer practically in the middle of these gargantuan spectacles. From Seaman’s 
camera, they have a luminosity that turns them, literally, into high art. 
“Camille Seaman: The Big Cloud — Lovely Monster,” opens at 5:30 
p.m. and runs through July 19 at Corden/Potts Gallery, 49 Geary St., S.F. 
Free; call 781-0110 or visit cordenpottsgallery.com. Jonathan Curiel 





Courtesy Corden Potts Gallery 
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DAVIES SYMPHONY HALL 
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New Patient Specials !! 
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Whitening Kit 
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Sheila Snahabi DDS, Inc. 
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3545 California St, Suite 170, 
San Francisco, CA 94104 


415.976.9400 


offers only valid wW/ coupon, new patients only, expires 6/30/14 
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43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, www.clubomgsf.com. 

Michael! Ian Black: Sun., June 8, 9 p.m., $25. The Chapel, 
TTT Valencia, S.F., 551-5157, www.thechapelsf.com. 

Milkin’ It: With Jules Posner. Tuesdays, 8 p.m., free. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, www.milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643- 
3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramontano 
hosts this free monthly stand-up showcase. Second 
Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free/donation, 
mondayhappyhourcomedy.com. The Royale, 800 
Post, S.F., 441-4099, www.theroyalesf.com. 

Move Along! Nothing to See Here!: Free comedy show 
with host Joey Devine. Mondays, 7:30-10 p.m., free. 
The Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 510-282-1413. 

Muriel Robin: Robin Revient - Tsoin Tsoin: Mon., June 
9, 8:30 p.m., $40. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, 
S.F., 474-0365, www.bimbos365club.com. 

Mutiny Radio Comedy Showcase: Mutiny DJs-slash-co- 
medians Pam Benjamin, Chris Conaster, Jason Dove, 
Jackson McBrayer, and Clay Newman take the mic at 
this special fundraising show in Pamtastic’s Comedy 
Clubhouse. Fri., June 6, 8-11 p.m., $10 donation, 
facebook.com/PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny 
Radio, 2781 21st St., S.F., www.mutinyradio.fm. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m.; Fridays, Saturdays, 7:30 
p.m., $5-$10, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, S.F., 
www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

Rory Scovel: June 4-7, $16-$22. Punch Line, 444 Bat- 
tery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Royale with Cheese: Hosted by Nick Palm. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. The Royale, 
800 Post, S.F., 441-4099, www.theroyalesf.com. 

Sammy Obeid & Friends: Featuring Cody Woods, 
Damar Randy, and other buddies. Tue., June 10, 8 
p.m., $15. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, 
www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Shit Creek: Love Edition: Summer camp comedy with 
Jesse Fernandez, DJ Real, Mary Van Note, Christie 
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Mettel, and Jesse Hett. Wed., June 4, 8 p.m., $10. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Square Bear Comedy Show: Featuring Victor Perez. 
Sun., June 8, 7:30 p.m., $15. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 
2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 

Talkies: 2-Year Anniversary Show: Featuring exper- 
imental/multimedia comedy by George Chen, Cliff 
Hengst, Scott Luhrs, Jessica Sele, Aviva Siegel, 
Scott Simpson, Land Smith, and Kate Willett. Fri., 
June 6, 8 p.m., $10, talkiesshow.tumbir.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Wednesday Hump Nite: Open mic comedy show hosted 
by Rick Fletcher with guest comics from Mutiny 
Radio. Sign up starts at 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 6-8 
p.m. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880, www. 
sf-eagle.com. 


FESTIVALS 


13th Annual San Francisco Documentary Film 
Festival: SF IndieFest once again asks you to get 
real with its annual roundup of nonfiction films from 
around the world. Kicking off with a screening of 
Robert Greene's Actress at the Brava Theater (2781 
24th St., SF) on Thursday — and also featuring a run 
of East Bay screenings at the Oakland School of the 
Arts (530 19th St.) — this year’s eclectic selection 
includes such diverse topics as higher education, 
cage fighting, pot, porn, punk rock, religious cults, 
custom vans, and video games. Of course, as with 
all SF IndieFest events, there are also unserious 
extracurricular activities, including a ‘90s music 
video sing-along, a game night, and zombie prom 
party. June 5-19, $12 (or $60-$180 for festival 
passes), Sfindie.com. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., 
S.F., 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

2014 National Queer Arts Festival: The Queer Cultural 
Center's annual LGBT celebration occupies venues 
across the city — including the African American Art 
& Culture Complex, Brava Theater, CounterPULSE, 
Mission Cultural Center, S.F. LGBT Community Center, 
SOMArts, and many others — ina monthlong multi- 
disciplinary cavalcade of queerness that features 
films, plays, literary readings, live music, art shows, 
a comic-con, and much more. Through July 6, qcc2. 
org/national-queer-arts-festival. Multiple San 
Francisco Locations, Multiple addresses, S.F., N/A. 

38th Annual Union Street Festival: This year’s show- 
case of arts, crafts, music, and food divides itself 
into six spheres of cultural influence — Craft World, 
Culinary World, Fashion World, Health & Fitness 
World, Local World, and (what else?) Tech World — 
with live bands and other entertainment vying for 
your attention as well. June 7-8, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., free, 
unionstreetfestival.com. Union Street, between 
Van Ness & Steiner, S.F., www.unionstreetsf.com. 

Chipotle Cultivate Festival 2014: Increasingly 
ubiquitous Mexican food chain Chipotle returns to 


GGP to host its second year of free chef demon- 
strations, food exhibits, and music by Neon Trees, 
Andrew McMahon, Charli XCX, Smallpools, and DJ 
Christopher Golub. Sat., June 7, 11a.m.-7 p.m., free, 
chipotlecultivate.com. Golden Gate Park, Hellman 
Hollow, John F. Kennedy (at 30th Ave.), S.F., 831-2700. 

Fourth San Francisco Green Film Festival: Following 
a Thursday opening premiere at the Aquarium of the 
Bay, the SFGFF moves into the Roxie for six days and 
nights of documentaries and short films focusing on 
the environment and our impact upon it. Additional 
programs include panel discussions, workshops, 
media socials, and more. Through June 4, $15 (or 
$250 for full festival pass), sfgreenfilmfest.org. Roxie 
Theater, 3117 16th St., S.F., 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

Grillin’ in the ‘Mo: The Fillmore Summer Fest kicks 
off its season with a BBQ party and free concert 
headlined by 0.G. rhythm ‘n’ blues singer Freddie 
Hughes. Sat., June 7, 12-5 p.m., free, thevillageproj- 
ectsf.org. Hamilton Recreation Center, 1900 Geary, 
S.F., 292-2008, www.sfrecpark.org. 

Haight-Ashbury Street Fair 2014: One of the year's 
biggest street parties attracts locals and tourists 
alike with two stages of live music by It's a Beautiful 
Day, Tony Saunders, Sweetwater Black, The Mark 
Nelsen Band, The Love Dimension, Lee Gallagher & 
The Hallelujah, Dangermaker, El Radio Fantastique, 
No Exit, Inferno of Joy, and others. Sun., June 8, 11 
a.m., free, haightashburystreetfair.org. Haight-Ash- 
bury, Haight, S.F. 

Not Dead Yet Fest: A daylong parade of local indie 
bands — including Annie Girl & The Flight, Ash Reiter, 
Bonnie & The Bang Bang, Cellar Doors, Down & 
Outlaws, Down Dirty Shake, Joshua Cook & The Key 
of Now, Lee Gallagher & The Hallelujah, and Strange 
Vine — insist that reports of the San Francisco music 
scene's death are greatly exaggerated. Sat., June 7, 1 
p.m., $10. Thee Parkside, 1600 17th St., S.F., 252-1330, 
www.theeparkside.com. 

OminoDay in the Park: The annual memorial party in 
honor of Andrew ‘DJ Domino” Ele fills the McLaren 
Park air with free Latin, reggae, and hip-hop music 
by Bayonics, Patwah, Loco Bloco, Palos Verdes, 
Papa Joe, MykeOne, Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, Sake 
One, Sean G, and more. Sat., June 7, 10 a.m., free, 
facebook.com/OminoDay. Jerry Garcia Amphithe- 
ater, 45 Shelly, S.F., 831-5500, www.sfrecpark.org. 

Sheherezade 14: Wily West Productions and the 
Playwrights’ Center of San Francisco co-present 
their annual short play festival featuring original 
works by Terry Anderson, Vonn Scott Bair, Madeleine 
Butler, Steve Koppman, Jim Norrena, Bridgette Dutta 
Portman, Madeline Puccioni, and Jennifer Lynne 
Roberts. Starting June 7, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 
p.m. Continues through June 28, $25, wilywestpro- 
ductions.com. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, 
www.theexit.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


83rd Annual California Book Awards: This year's 
ceremonial presentation honors Karen Joy Fowler, 
Brenda Hillman, Anthony Marra, Eric Schlosser, and 
more. Mon., June 9, 6 p.m., $5-$10. Commonwealth 
Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597-6700, www.common- 
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wealthclub.org. 

Adrienne Amundsen: Left Coast Writers presents the 
local author as she reads from Reclaiming the Apple: 
Poems from Afghanistan. Mon., June 9, 6 p.m., free, 
leftcoastwriters.com. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building 
Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

Anne Germanacos: The San Francisco author reads 
from her new book, Tribute, a luminous mosaic 
about grief and love and how to live. Wed., June 4, 
7:30 p.m., Free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 
863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

The Basement Series: Emergency: Benefit for Schol- 
arMatch and Lit Camp featuring thematic readings 
by Rebecca Chekouras, Melissa Dodd, Lisa Ferguson, 
Mercilee Jenkins, Kurt Martin, Joshua Mohr, and 
Courtney Moreno. Fri., June 6, 7 p.m., $5-$10 sliding 
scale (includes beer). The Sports Basement, 1590 
Bryant, S.F., 575-3000, www.sportsbasement.com/ 
SS_web_bryant.asp. 

Bawdy Storytelling: OKPervert: Katt Attack, Lady 
Cheeky, Matt Matthews, and other internet explorers 
recount their experiences with finding love online. 
Wed., June 4, 8 p.m., $20-$30, bawdystorytelling. 
com/okpervertsf. Verdi Club, 2424 Mariposa, S.F., 
861-5048, www.verdiclub.net. 

Bay Choral Guild: Poet's Corner: Poems by Charles 
Baudelaire, William Blake, E.E. Cummings, Emily 
Dickinson, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Rainer Maria Rilke, 
William Shakespeare, and others are set to classical 
music. Sat., June 7, 8 p.m., $5-$25, baychoralguild. 
org. St. Gregory's Church, 500 De Haro, S.F., 255- 
8100, www.saintgregorys.org. 

Chapter 510: North Oakland Community Charter 
School students read from their jazzy new poetry 
collection, Hanging Out with Jelly Roll Morton: 
Oakland Poems Inspired by the Harlem Renaissance, 
with musical assistance from East Bay reedsman 
Phillip Greenlief. Sun., June 8, 3 p.m., free. Diesel, 
A Bookstore, 5433 College, Oakland, 510-653-9965, 
www.dieselbookstore.com. 

Eric Baus: Book release party for the Colorado poet's 
new City Lights Spotlight Poetry collection, The 
Tranquilized Tongue. Tue., June 10, 7 p.m., free. 
City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 362-8193, 
www.citylights.com. 

Invisible Hands: Voices from the Global Economy: 
StoryCorps and Voice of Witness share their new 
print collection of oral histories that pay witness 
to human rights abuses around the world. Wed., 
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Art Opening 


ADIVINE 
EXHIBITION 


In February 2014, the world lost 
Todd Trexler, a celebrated artist 
who designed many a poster and 
handbill for San Francisco’s Pal- 
ace Theatre in the 1970s. Magnet 
honors his memory by featuring 
Trexler’s iconic work in a solo ex- 
hibtion this month. His posters 
depict the likes of Divine, The 
Cockettes, Sylvester, Nocturnal 
Dream Shows, and more legend- 
ary performers from the scene 
back in the day. This is the first 
time in more than 40 years these 
posters have been exhibited, and 
the opening reception will cele- 
brate the life and work of this 
unique and very San Francisco 
artist. 

“Todd Trexler: A Solo Exhibi- 
tion of His Legendary Posters” 
opens at 7 p.m. and continues 
through June 30 at Magnet, 
4122 18th St., S.F Free; call 
581-1600 or visit magnetsf.org 
for more info. Emilie Mutert 
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June 4, 6 p.m., free. Main Library, Latino/Hispanic 
Community Meeting Room, 100 Larkin, S.F., 557- 
4590, www.sfpl.org. 

John Waters: The legendary cult filmmaker talks about 
Carsick: John Waters Hitchhikes Across America-a 
“downright filthy journey into the heart, soul, and 
bowels” of the country — in conversation with the 
Green Arcade’s Patrick Marks. Mon., June 9, 7 p.m., 
$10. McRoskey Mattress Company, 1687 Market, S.F., 
861-4532, www.mcroskey.com. 

Litquake Epicenter: Geoff Dyer: The novelist and 
nonfiction writer discusses his new book, Another 
Great Day at Sea: Life Aboard the USS George H.W. 
Bush, in conversation with journalist Chris Colin. 
Wed., June 4, 7 p.m., $5-$15 suggested donation, 
litquake.org. Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, S.F., 433-4434. 

MIL Open Mic Night: Public readings of new work 
by Mechanics’ Institute members. Thu., June 5, 6 
p.m., free. Mechanics’ Institute Library, 57 Post, 
S.F., 393-0100, www. milibrary.org. 

ArtSpan Artist Mixer with Quiet Lightning: In honor 
of Brianna Angelakis’ art show currently on view 
at the gallery, local writers — including Denise 
Benavides, Kwan Booth, Carolyn Ho, Lucy Tiven, 
Nate Waggoner, and Colin Winnette — read stories 
inspired by fairy tales. Thu., June 5, 6-8 p.m., free, 
artspan.org. Modern Eden, 403 Francisco, S.F., 
956-3303, www.moderneden.com. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books 
for children. Thursdays, noon, free. Paxton Gate's 
Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, S.F., 252-9990, 
www.paxtongate.com. 

Plain Wrap Press Night: Book launch party for Sarah 
Fran Wisby’s The Heart's Progress with guests Maw 
Shein Win, Tomas Moniz, K. Anne Rickertsen, and 
Lucy Tiven. Fri., June 6, 8 p.m., free, plainwrappress. 
com. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936. 

RADAR Superstar: The 11th Birthday of the RADAR 
Reading Series: Michelle Tea welcomes Anna 
Margarita Albelo, Julian Talamantez Brolaski, Achy 
Obejas, and Martin Sorrondeguy to the stage as 
RADAR Productions celebrates yet another year of 
mold-breaking literature and poetry performances. 
Wed., June 4, 6 p.m., free, radarproductions.org. 
Main Library, Koret Auditorium, 100 Larkin, S.F., 
557-4595, www.sfpl.org. 

San Francisco Grotto Writers: Writers pack a lot of 
words into a little amount of time as the Grotto 
students are given a mere three minutes to read 
their new work. Fri., June 6, 6 p.m., free. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, 
www.bookpassage.com. 

Shipwreck: The literary erotic fanfic battle celebrates 
its first anniversary with a “masterfully disgusting 
Tournament of Champions” featuring the licentious 
talents of Alan Leggitt, Mac Barnett, Carolyn Ho, 
Spencer Bainbridge, Ivan Hernandez, and Maggie 
Tokuda-Hall. This month's target? Margaret Mitchell's 
Gone with the Wind — and as God is your witness, 
you may never be horny again. Thu., June 5, 7 p.m., 
$10 (includes drinks). The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, 
S.F., 863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

Singapore Noir: Editor Cheryl Lu-Lien Tan presents 
the latest installment in Akashic Books’ series of 
city-centric crime story collections. Mon., June 9, 
7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 
863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

Summer of Ecstatic Love: Litquake hosts a fundraising 
launch party for Holly Payne’s Damascena, her 
new novel inspired by the life of Rumi. Event also 
includes wine, a Sufi dance performance, and more. 
Thu., June 5, 7 p.m., $40 (includes book, wine, and 
“surprise’’), litquake.org. Fort Mason, Fort Mason, 
S.F., 345-7500, www.fortmason.org. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, 
Building C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, www. 
friendssfpl.org/?Readers_FM. 

Tom Robbins: The quirky countercultural novelist gets 
personal in his memoirish new book, Tibetan Peach 
Pie: A True Account of an Imaginative Life, which he 
discusses in conversation with Isabel Duffy. Tue., June 
10, 7:30 p.m., $27, cityarts.net. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Walter Mosley: The Easy Rawlins creator has a new 
protagonist in Debbie Doesn't Do It Anymore, whose 
story starts when a life in pornography ends. Thu., 
June 5, 6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building 
Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

Wild Girls Mother + Daughter Book Club: Second 
Sunday of every month, 1 p.m., free. Books Inc./ 
Laurel Village, 3515 California, S.F., 221-3666, www. 
booksinc.net. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB's newest exhibit brings an adorable romp 
of North American river otters to Pier 39. Daily. 
Aquapalooza: Party Like a Pirate: You won't have to 
walk the plank — just appreciate the small wonder 
of plankton — at this adults-only affair combining 
ocean science with cocktails, food, and a headphone 
dance party in the aquarium tunnels. Wed., June 4, 
7-10 p.m. $25. Embarcadero, S.F., 623-5300, www. 
aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. Enter the Man- 
dala: Cosmic Centers & Mental Maps of Himalayan 
Buddhism: The AAM transforms its Tateuchi Gallery 
into a large-scale, three-dimensional mandala by 
recontextualizing Buddha paintings into the four 
symbolic sectors of a mandala’s meditative form. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Oct. 26. The 
Carved Brush: 24 artworks by Chinese brush painter 
Qi Baish. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
July 13. In a New Light: The Asian Art Museum Col- 
lection: A display of more than 2,500 objects from 
the museum's permanent collection explores the 
major cultures of Asia. Daily. Mememe no kurage 
(Jellyfish Eyes): Visual artist Takashi Murakami 
makes his directorial debut with this imaginative 
children's fantasy presented in Japanese with 
English subtitles. Thu., June 5, 6:30 p.m. Free with 
museum admission. jellyfisheyesthemovie.com. 200 
Larkin, S.F., 581-3500, www.asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 
Broadway, S.F., 399-9626, www.thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 
in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
S.F., 474-1887, www.cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Skulls: Nearly 650 
bony domes fill the 4,000 square feet of this large 
exhibit featuring animal skulls that run the gamut 
in size from a tiny bird to a giant elephant. Through 
Nov. 30. Earthquake: Treat your senses to seismic 
overload in this exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth 
model illustrating plate tectonics, a recreation 
of a Victorian salon that shakes like two of San 
Francisco's most famous quakes, a planetarium 
show, interactive displays, and more. Daily. Dark 
Universe: A new planetarium feature about dark 
matter and dark energy narrated by Neil deGrasse 
Tyson. Through Oct. 9. Animal Attraction: Exhibit 
about the wild courtship and mating strategies 
in the animal kingdom. Daily. Cosmic Collisions: 
Planetarium show about crashing astronomical 
interactions ranging from meteorites and moons 
to entire galaxies. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as 
the Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral 
Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's live 
coral tank and offer live explanations of its denizens. 
Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get 
up close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. NightLife: Thursdays, 
6-10 p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 
Family Nature Crafts: Nature-themed craftmaking 
for kids 5-11. Sundays, 10 a.m. 55 Music Concourse, 
S.F., 379-8000, www.calacademy.org. 

California Historical Society Museum. Juana Briones 
y Su California: Pionera, Fundadora, Curandera: 
Bilingual exhibit tracing the life of Juana Briones, 
a pioneer woman whose experiences in California 
under the rule of Spain, Mexico, and the United 
States serve to illustrate the state’s multicultural 
history. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 
8. 678 Mission, S.F., 357-1848, www.californiahistor- 
icalsociety.org. 

Cartoon Art Museum. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: 
In honor of the wisecracking, pizza-eating, sew- 
er-dwelling reptiles’ 30th anniversary, the CAM 
presents aretrospective exhibit featuring original 
artwork from the entire first issue of Kevin Eastman 
and Peter Laird’s 1984 comic book. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Sept. 14. $4-$8. Pretty in 
Ink: The Trina Robbins Collection: Overlapping with 
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the Main Library's exhibit of the same name, this 
retrospective collects comics, original art, and 
miscellaneous memorabilia documenting the history 
of female cartoonists from the late 19th century to 
today. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 
24. Small Press Spotlight on Jon Adams: Exhibit 
focusing on the local illustrator and web comic 
artist. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 
10. $4-$8. primazonia.com. Raw Fury: The Art of 
Mike Zeck: This look back at the artist's career in 
comix includes original cover art from The Amazing 
Spider-Man, Captain America, G.I. Joe, The Punisher, 
and others. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Aug. 10. $4-§8. First Annual Queer Comics Expo: 
The National Queer Arts Festival hosts Jett Atwood, 
Tyler Cohen, Alex Woolfson, and headliner Ed Luce 
at this inaugural gathering of LGBT comix artists. 
Sun., June 8, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. $6-$8. 655 Mission, S.F., 
227-8666, www.cartoonart.org. 

Charles M. Schulz Museum. Sanctuary for the Love- 
lorn: Heartbreak in Peanuts: Linus didn't smooch 
Sally, Schroeder rebuffed Lucy, and the Little 
Red-Haired Girl never even acknowledged poor 
Charlie Brown's existence ... but even unrequited 
love can be funny, as this exhibit illustrates through 
the use of original Peanuts comic strips. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 11. 
Social Commentary: Exhibit looking at American 
socio-political issues as viewed through the eyes 
of Peanuts characters over the years. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 2. 
From the Pen to the Comic Pages: Evolution of the 
Comic Strip: Exhibit illustrating (no pun intended) 
the steps behind the creation of Peanuts comics, 
including printing plates, contact sheets, photo- 
graphs, and more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 6. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-579-4452, www.schulzmuseum.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. To Build & Be Built: 
Kibbutz History: A look back at the birth and evolution 
of Israel's utopian communes. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through July 1. Arthur 
Szyk and the Art of the Haggadah: Exhibit featuring 
all 48 paintings created by the illustrator and political 
cartoonist for his Nazi-era interpretation of this 
definitive Jewish text. Szyk's Haggadah is consid- 
ered one of the most illuminating and artistic ever 
created, his illustrations conveying the epic scope of 
suffering, escape, and determination central to the 
Haggadah's telling and retelling. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through June 29. Black 
Sabbath: The Secret Musical History of Black-Jewish 
Relations: An interactive exhibit featuring music and 
video recordings that illustrate the cultural influences 
shared by Jews and African-Americans alike, including 
performances in such genres as jazz, soul, showtunes, 
and more. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Designing Home: Jews and Midcentury Modernism: 
Over 120 objects illustrate Jewish contributions to 
modern architecture and design during the postwar 
boom years. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Oct. 6. After Hours: Rise: The CJM 
is back for another “Night at the Jewseum”’ featuring 
vintage fashion displays, theme cocktails, poetry 
readings, food, music, and other activities inspired 
by its “Designing Home: Jews and Midcentury 
Modernism” exhibit. Thu., June 5, 6-8 p.m. $5 after 
5 p.m. Drop-In Art Making: Weekly art workshops 
for kids and families. Sundays, 1-3 p.m. free with 
museum admission. 736 Mission, S.F., 655-7800, 
www.thecjm.org. 

de Young Museum. Shaping Abstraction: Works by 
American abstractionists from the early-to-mid- 
dle part of the 20th century. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 4. Friday Nights at the de 
Young: An art-focused happy hour in the museum's 
main court with special performances, live music, 
and hands-on activities. Fridays, 5 p.m. Continues 
through Nov. 28. Free. Modernism from the National 
Gallery of Art: The Robert & Jane Meyerhoff Collec- 
tion: The de Young's sister institution, the Legion 
of Honor in Lincoln Park, already has some of the 
National Gallery's Impressionist masterpieces on 
loan. Now Golden Gate Park also gets in on the 
action with four dozen post-war works by Jasper 
Johns, Roy Lichtenstein, Barnett Newman, Robert 
Rauschenberg, Frank Stella, and more showing 
at the de Young through the fall. Starting June 7. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Oct. 12. 50 
Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F., 750-3600, www. 
deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
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Dance 


TOGETHER AGAIN 


Choreographers Todd Eckert and Nol Simonse look to physics and group dy- 
namics for their seventh annual Shared Space concert. Eckert premieres 
Force Field, a piece that examines external ballistics as ametaphor for the tra- 
jectories of the individual human life and its random encounters with forces 
exerted by other bodies. “Often, before we ever reach our destination, our 
route becomes ever more circuitous and meandering,’ he explains. In con- 
trast, Simonse’s new work What's Important Is Not Always focuses on the rela- 
tionships created by acting in groups, whether the sober protocols of business 
or the clandestine dealings of secret societies. A second piece by Simonse, Mis- 
takes and Gifts, addresses the continued issue of AIDS from the perspective of 
a gay man. Though independent in background and process, the shared eve- 
ning by the two choreographers has become a tradition in juxtaposition. 

Todd Eckert and Nol Simonse present Shared Space 7 at 8 p.m. and 
continue through June 8 at Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F 
Tickets are $20; visit sharedspacesf.org. Irene Hsiao 


designed to heighten one’s awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a slight 
redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to 
regular museum admission). Permanent Galleries: 
The family science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections that focus 
on human behavior, senses & perception, biology, 
the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and interactive 
features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. The Films 
of Mike Henderson: The local artist — whose abstract 
paintings are currently on view at the Haines Gallery 
— appears in person to screen newly restored 16mm 
prints of his experimental films from the 1970s and 
‘80s. Wed., June 4, 7 p.m. Free. sfcinematheque. 
org. Exploratorium After Dark: Leave the kids at 
home — this monthly party features adult-themed 
science programs, performances, and cocktails. 
Y'know, stuff grown-ups like. Ages 18+ only. First 
Thursday of every month, 6-10 p.m. $10-$15. Pier 15, 
S.F., 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

Fort Mason. Outdoor Exploratorium: Outdoor art and 
science exhibit. Daily. Free. Fort Mason, S.F., 345- 
7500, www.fortmason.org. 

GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: 
Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th 
St., S.F., 621-1107, www.glbthistorymuseum.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Let- 
ters: 1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, S.F., 777-9060, www. 
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tauberholocaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. Intimate Impressionism from the 
National Gallery of Art: The temporary closure of the 
National Gallery's East Building in Washington, D.C., 
means a few dozen paintings — including works by 
Manet, Monet, Pissarro, Renoir, Seurat, and van Gogh 
— take up summer residence in Lincoln Park. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 3. $11-$24. 
Matisse from SFMOMA: With its own home currently 
shuttered for renovations, the SFMOMA loans 23 of 
the famed French Impressionist’s works to the Legion 
of Honor for a 10-month spell. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Sept. 7. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: 
Porcelain from England and continental Europe. 
Daily. 100 34th Ave., S.F., 750-3600. 

Multiple San Francisco Locations. Spring 2014 Yerba 
Buena Art Walk: An afternoon of free access to the 
art shows and exhibits at 111 Minna Gallery, California 
Historical Society, Cartoon Art Museum, Chandler 
Fine Art, Contemporary Jewish Museum, Intersection 
for the Arts, Mirus Gallery, Museum of the African 
Diaspora, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, and other 
SOMA cultural institutions. Sat., June 7, 12:30-6 p.m. 
free. yerbabuena.org/artwalk. Multiple addresses, S.F. 

Oakland Museum of California. Vinyl: The Sound and 
Culture of Records: Record collectors have long 
known that album covers are some of the best art 
around. This exhibit presents not just covers but 
interviews with record collectors, listening stations 
that let groups of people listen to the same song, and 
even live music. It’s old school and new school, re- 
volving around an analog product that is still hanging 
on to its place in the culture. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 27. SuperAwesome: Art and 
Giant Robot: Eric Nakamura — the man behind Giant 
Robot magazine and its spinoffs — guest curates 
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this exhibit of Asian-American pop culture that 
takes many forms, including murals, illustrations, 
installations, photos, toy figures, and more by 
Sean Chao, David Choe, Luke Chueh, Hamburger 
Eyes, Kozyndan, Masakatsu Sashie, Rob Sato, Amy 
Sol, Deth P Sun, Adrian Tomine, and many others. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through July 27. 
giantrobot.com. Sunshine and Superheroes: San 
Diego Comic-Con: Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through May 31. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, 
www.museumca.org. 

The Presidio Trust. Crown Jewels: Five Great National 
Parks Around the World and the Challenges They 
Face: Exhibit showcasing parks in Africa, Amazo- 
nia, Australia, Italy, and Tibet, with a focus on the 
ecological issues that threaten their continued 
existence. Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Aug. 17. 103 Montgomery, S.F., 
561-5300, www.presidio.gov. 

Randall Museum. Drop-In Family Ceramics Workshop: 
Each week the Randall offers drop-in pottery and ce- 
ramics workshops. Saturdays, 10:15 a.m. $6. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and parents can 
participate in artistic activities that illuminate some 
aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4. Meet 
the Animals: Live presentations about the animals 
who live at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 
Museum, S.F., 554-9600, www.randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Airport Museum. Dual Natures in 
Ceramics: Eight Contemporary Artists from Korea: 
Through Feb. 22, 2015. SFO International Terminal, 
S.F., 650-821-6700. 

UC Berkeley Art Museum. Rebar: Kaleidoscope: A 
colorfully modular and interactive seating sculpture 
from the inventors of the parklet. Through Dec. 
20, 2015. First Impressions: Free First Thursdays: 
Check out a world of art and film with free entry 
to the Berkeley Art Museum/Pacific Film Archive 
each month. First Thursday of every month, 11 a.m. 
Free. 2626 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-0808, www. 
bampfa.berkeley.edu. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Leading Ladies and 
Femmes Fatales: The Art of Marc Davis: More than 
five dozen conceptual drawings, paintings, cels, 
and other artworks illustrate the creation of iconic 
Disney women, ranging from the good (Cinderella, 
Aurora, Tinker Bell) to the wonderfully wicked (Malef- 
icent, Cruella de Vil). Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Nov. 3. Magic, Color, Flair: The 
World of Mary Blair: A career-spanning retrospective 
of the artist whose vibrant and stylized designs 
influenced such memorable mid-century Disney 
films as Alice in Wonderland and Peter Pan. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Sept. 7. 104 
Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, www.waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kota Ezawa: 
Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier 
boardwalk and amusement park in Seaside Heights, 
NJ — the destruction of which became an iconic 
image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed in 
the YBCA's Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 30, 
2015. Free. Public Intimacy: Art & Other Ordinary Acts 
in South Africa: The SFMOMA and YBCA join forces 


Wikipedia doesn’t always get it right, but in the case of Tom Robbins, “often 
wildly poetic stories with a strong social and philosophical undercurrent, an ir- 
reverent bent, and scenes extrapolated from carefully researched bizarre facts” 
is pretty accurate. Author of the classics Even Cowgirls Get the Blues (made into 
a film by Gus Van Sant starring Uma Thurman and Keanu Reaves), Jitterbug 
Perfume, and Half Asleep in Frog Pajamas, Robbins will be in town from Wash- 
ington to speak about his new memoir, Tibetan Peach Pie. As unconventional as 
one might expect from the author of such highly imaginative novels, Robbins’ 
life includes stints as an Air Force weatherman, a cafe poet, a radio DJ, an art 
critic, ajournalist, a dabbler in the psychotropics; he also spent two years on an 
Indian reservation and eight years as a judge in Seattle’s SPAM carving compe- 
tition (we won't mention the annual mayonnaise tasting). Part of City Arts & 
Lectures, Robbins will be in conversation with Isabel Duffy. 

City Arts & Lectures: Tom Robbins starts at 7:30 p.m. at the Nourse, 
275 Hayes St., S.F. $27; call 392-4400 or visit commonwealthclub.org. 


for this group exhibit that illustrates the ways five 
South African artists attempt to inject creativity 
into quotidian social activities. Photography is a 
particular focus, with images from such stalwart 
South African photographers as David Goldblatt 
and Zanele Muholi. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through June 29. Jacqueline Kiyomi Gordon: It Only 
Happens All of the Time: Sculptural sound installation 
by the Los Angeles audio artist and SFAI/Stanford 
grad. Fridays-Sundays. Continues through June 15. 
701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


TALKS 


Celebrating Michael Krasny: An evening with the 
local public radio host in conversation with KQED 
President John Boland. Thu., June 5, 7 p.m., $15, 
cityboxoffice.com. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, S.F., 
563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Civilization’s Mysterious Desert Cradle: Rediscov- 
ering the Deep Sahara: The Long Now Foundation 
hosts this ecological history seminar with University 
of Cologne climate scientist Stefan Krdpelin. Tue., 
June 10, 7:30 p.m., $15, longnow.org. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin, S.F., 866-920-5299, www.sfjazz.org. 

How Far We've Come: LGBTQ Veterans and the 
Military: Panel discussion presented by Cal Hu- 
manities and moderated by Dr. Elizabeth Hillman 
of UC Hastings Law School. Thu., June 5, 6 p.m., 
free. Main Library, Koret Auditorium, 100 Larkin, 
S.F., 557-4595, www.sfpl.org. 

John Waters: The legendary cult filmmaker talks about 
Carsick: John Waters Hitchhikes Across America-a 
“downright filthy journey into the heart, soul, and 
bowels” of the country — in conversation with the 
Green Arcade’s Patrick Marks. Mon., June 9, 7 p.m., 
$10. McRoskey Mattress Company, 1687 Market, S.F., 
861-4532, www.mcroskey.com. 

Odd Salon: Spice: Zesty presentations by John Adams, 
Kaila Angello, Tamar Baskind, Daen de Leon, Paige 
Lawrence, and Fredric Lightning Leist explore the 
(ironically sometimes distasteful) history behind 
the global spice trade. Tue., June 10, 7 p.m., $15, 
oddsalon.com. DNA Lounge, 375 Tith St., S.F., 626- 
1409, www.dnalounge.com. 

Science & Scripture: Inside the Vatican Observatory: 
The Vatican Observatory’s Director Emeritus, Father 
George V. Coyne, SJ, discusses the possibilities of 
uniting the scientific and the divine in conversation 
with the California Academy of Sciences’ Ryan Wyatt. 
Mon., June 9, 7:30 p.m., $27. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

West Coast Live: Weekly radio show featuring local and 
touring acts including authors, musicians, and come- 
dians, with host Sedge Thomson. Saturdays, 10 a.m., 
$13-$20, 664-9500, wcl.org. Ferry Building, 1 Ferry 
Building, S.F., www.ferrybuildingmarketplace.com. 


THEATER 


A Raisin in the Sun: Patricia McGregor directs this 
Cal Shakes revival of Lorraine Hansberry’s ever 
powerful African-American drama. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through June 15, $20-$72. Bruns 
Amphitheater, 100 California Shakespeare, Orinda, 
510-809-3290, www.calshakes.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanketbab- 
ylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, S.F., 421-4222, 
www.beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Brahman/i: A One-Hijra Stand-Up Comedy Show: 
Actor Imran Sheikh wields a witty mic in Aditi Kapil’s 
play about an intersex entertainer who combines 
wry comedy with sly social commentary. Starting 
June 5, Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through June 28, $15-$35, crowdedfire.org. The 
Thick House, 1695 18th St., S.F., 401-8081, www. 
thickhouse.org. 

The Crazed: Local writer Sally Dawidoff adapted Ha 
Jin’s novel of the same name to create this new 
Central Works play about a young Chinese student, 
his bed-ridden professor, and political paranoia on 
the eve of the Tiananmen Square Massacre. Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues 
through June 22, $15-$28, centralworks.org. Berke- 
ley City Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, 
www.berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

The Crucible: Revival of Arthur Miller's iconic play 
directed by Stuart Bousel. Sundays, 7 p.m.; Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through June 22, 
$15-$35. The Custom Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough, 
S.F., 798-2682, www.custommade.org. 

Daylighting: The Berkeley Stories Project: Playwright 
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Gaming 


THEBUSINESS GAME 


Join over 750 attendees for the annual GSummit, where innovative thinkers 
and companies come together to learn how to conquer issues associated with 
the declining relationship between businesses and consumers. This year's 
GSummit will feature a variety of speakers; participants include Neil deGrasse 
Tyson of Cosmos fame, who will deliver the keynote speech, and director of the 
Behavior Design Lab, BJ Fogg, whose sought-after behavioral science workshop 
is the talk of the town. GSummit 2014 will discuss how aspects of game design 
can be channeled by modern companies to maneuver the complicated terrain 
they face as they move into the future. Jane McGonigal, world renowned de- 
signer of alternate reality games and author of Reality is Broken: Why Games 
Make Us Better and How They Can Change the World, will be giving a talk titled 
“The Science of How Games Make Us Stronger.” Dozens of daylong workshops 
and certifications will be offered up as well, along with panels, labs, and plenty of 


opportunities for networking. 


The GSummit 2014 starts at 9 a.m. and continues through June 13 
at the Concourse Exhibition Center, 635 Eighth St., SF. Registration 
fees are $1,095-$2,095 (video access for $99); visit sf14.gsummit.com. 


Samuel Sattin 


Dan Wolf and director Rebecca Novick weave true 
stories of Berkeley residents and city history into 
this new play that follows a young woman on an 
illuminating journey across town. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through June 22, $8-$25. Shotgun 
Players, 1901 Ashby, Berkeley, 510-841-6500, www. 
shotgunplayers.org. 

Devil Boys from Beyond: 1950s sci-fi gets campy and 
queer in this cross-dressing alien invasion comedy 
written by Buddy Thomas and Kenneth Elliott. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 28, 
$25-$45. New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 Van 
Ness, S.F., 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 

Each and Every Thing: Award-winning performer Dan 
Hoyle presents his new solo show, a “search for 
connection in the digital age” directed by Charlie 
Varon. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 8:30 
p.m. Continues through July 12, $20-$50, danhoyle. 
com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826- 
5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative 
fist at 21st century San Francisco culture in this 
fictional comic monologue directed by David Ford. 
Saturdays, Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through July 
13, $25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

God Fights the Plague: Charlie Varon directs young Bay 
Area playwright Dezi Gallegos in his new solo show 
about the search to determine if there's ‘‘one God, 
no god, or many gods.” Starting June 7, Saturdays, 
8:30 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Aug. 
10, $15-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Homo File: Seth Eisen and Eye Zen recall the rebel- 
lious, erotic life of queer pioneer Sam Steward ina 
multimedia theatrical work that includes Japanese 
bunraku puppetry, film projections, live drawing, 
aerial acrobatics, and more. Part of the 2014 
National Queer Arts Festival. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through June 
15, $25-$35, homofile.eyezen.org. CounterPULSE, 
1310 Mission, S.F., 626-2060, www.counterpulse.org. 

The Homosexuals: Chicago playwright Philip Dawkins 
makes his first foray onto a Bay Area stage with this 
witty tale about a group of gay friends. Sundays, 
2 p.m.; Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through June 28, $25-$45. New Conservatory Theatre 
Center, 25 Van Ness, S.F., 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 

The Letters: ATC inaugurates its new performance 
space, Harry's UpStage, with this tense two-person 
drama set in the paranoid political milieu of Stalinist 
Russia. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 
p.m. Continues through June 8, $28-$32. Aurora 
Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 510- 
843-4822, www.auroratheatre.org. 

Macbeth at Fort Point: We Players return to the 
scene of the red-handed crime to restage their 
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(appropriately) ambitious vision of this murderous 
Shakespearean drama. Starting June 5, Thurs- 
days-Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through June 29, 
$30-$75, weplayers.org. Fort Point, Marine Drive, 
S.F., 556-1693, www.nps.gov/fopo. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www. 
themarsh.org. 

Mr. Irresistible: Robots and romance prove less com- 
patible than the ads would have you believe in D'Arcy 
Drollinger and Christopher Winslow's lighthearted 
“sci-fi musical comedy thriller” making its West 
Coast premiere this weekend. June 4-7, 8 p.m.; 
Sun., June 8, 7 p.m., $25, mrirresistiblemusical.com. 
Alcazar Theater, 650 Geary, S.F., 441-4042, www. 
noehill.com/sf/landmarks/sf195.asp. 

Nantucket: Mark Kenward solo show about growing 
up on the famous East Coast island where life is 
not always a vacation. Thursdays, Saturdays, 7 p.m. 
Continues through July 19, $25-$100, markkenward. 
com/nantucket. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, 
Berkeley, 510-704-8291, www.themarsh.org. 

The Orphan of Zhao: Tony Award winner BD Wong (M. 
Butterfly) makes his A.C.T. debut in James Fenton's 
new adaptation of the ancient Chinese revenge tale. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 29, $20- 
$120. American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 
Geary, S.F., 749-2228, www.act-sf.org. 

Pearls Over Shanghai: The Cockettes Musical: 
You can't keep a good Cockette down, so the 
Thrillpeddlers are bringing back this raucous drag 
mock-opera — previously described by SF Weekly's 
Chris Jensen as “The Mikado by way of Ziggy 
Stardust, with a little John Waters thrown in to keep 
the audience from getting too comfortable” — for 
the fifth anniversary of its original 2009 revival. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through June 
28, $30-$35, thrillpeddiers.com. The Hypnodrome, 
575 10th St., S.F., 377-4202, www.thrillpeddiers.com. 

Pen/man/ship: Race, family, and history underlie 
the proceedings in the world premiere of Christina 
Anderson's new play set on a boat bound for Africa 
at the end of the 19th century. Sundays, 2:30 p.m.; 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
Continues through June 15, $20-$60. Magic Theatre, 
Fort Mason, Bldg. D, Marina & Buchanan, S.F., 441- 
8822, www.magictheatre.org. 

San Francisco Salutes Steve Silver's Beach Blanket 
Babylon: Wear your best hat to this 40th anniversary 
celebration of the North Beach theatrical phenom 
featuring Mayor Ed Lee, Willie Brown, Michael Tilson 
Thomas, the S.F. Gay Men's Chorus, and more. Fri., 
June 6, noon, free. City Hall, 1 Drive Carlton B. 
Goodlett, S.F., 554-5184, www.sfgov.org. 

Savage in Limbo: The Rabbit Hole Theater Company 
presents John Patrick Shanley's desperate, down- 
and-out drama about young barflies in the Bronx. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 7, $25. 
The Phoenix Theatre, 414 Mason, S.F., 989-0023, 
www.phoenixtheatresf.org. 


Seminar: Four wannabe writers and a less-than-ideal 
teacher reveal Some unbecoming truths about the 
creative class in this satire by New York playwright 
Theresa Rebeck. Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; Fridays, 8 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Sun., June 8, 2 
p.m. Continues through June 14, $30-$100. San 
Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, S.F., 677-9596, www. 
sfplayhouse.org. 

Sheherezade 14: Wily West Productions and the 
Playwrights’ Center of San Francisco co-present 
their annual short play festival featuring original 
works by Terry Anderson, Vonn Scott Bair, Madeleine 
Butler, Steve Koppman, Jim Norrena, Bridgette Dutta 
Portman, Madeline Puccioni, and Jennifer Lynne 
Roberts. Starting June 7, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 
p.m. Continues through June 28, $25, wilywestpro- 
ductions.com. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, 
www.theexit.org. 

The Speakeasy: World premiere of the Boxcar The- 
atre’s new immersive theatrical production in 
which attendees can move freely among multiple 
rooms while a large troupe of actors and musicians 
recreate dramatic scenes set in a Prohibition-era 
club/casino. In keeping with the speakeasy theme, 
the performance location is kept undisclosed until 
the day of the show. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 
p.m. Continues through June 21, $65-$100+, thes- 
peakeasysf.com. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, 
S.F., 776-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. 

Staying Wild: Teenagers get lost in the wilderness only 
to end up finding themselves in this world premiere 
musical from A.C.T.'s Young Conservatory program. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 2 p.m. 
Continues through June 7, $20, act-sf.org. Theater 
at the Children’s Creativity Museum, 221 Fourth St., 
S.F., 820-3320, www.creativity.org. 

This Lingering Life: Theatre of Yugen presents Chiori 
Miyagawa's contemporary play — inspired by, but not 
beholden to, the themes and characters of classical 
Japanese theater — that “all happens in the present 
time, except when it happens in an ancient era.” 
June 5-8; June 11-14, $15-$50, theatreofyugen. 
org. Z Space Studio, 450 Florida, S.F., 626-0453, 
WWw.zspace.org. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 
weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Fu- 
turists attempt to perform 30 short plays ... in 
random order ... ina mere 60 minutes ... with a 
ticking timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, sfneofuturists.com. Box- 
car Playhouse, 505 Natoma, S.F., 776-1747, www. 
boxcartheatre.org. 

Triassic Parg: Ray of Light Theatre presents a musical 
about lady dinosaurs living in a theme park overtly 
reminiscent of a certain Crichton/Spielberg creation. 
But when one of the T. rexes morphs from female to 
male, the entire pack is forced to wrap their little 
reptile brains around the idea of religion, sexuality, 
and love. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through June 28, $25-$36, rayoflighttheatre.com. 
Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, www. 
theeurekatheatre.com. 

Twilight Zone Live: Season XI: Four different Rod 
Serlings — and even more directors — present 
onstage re-enactments of classic Twilight Zone 
episodes, including ‘The Invaders,” “To Serve Man," 
“Nightmare at 20,000 Feet,” and other journeys 
into the wondrous land whose boundaries are that 
of imagination. Starting June 6, Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through June 28, $20, tdr14-tzxi. 
eventbrite.com. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, 
S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

The Vaudevillians: Jinkx Monsoon and Major Scales 
star as Kitty Witless and Dr. Dan Von Dandy, two 
old-timey entertainers who became accidentally 
flash-frozen in the past, only to be thawed out by 
modern global warming so they can perform anew. 
June 6-7, 7 &10 p.m., $27.50-$45, theofficialvaudevil- 
lians.com. Verdi Club, 2424 Mariposa, S.F., 861-5048, 
www.verdiclub.net. 

Walk Like a Man: Spoken word, drama, and comedy 
combine to tell 10 sexy stories in this erotic lesbian 
performance by Theatre Rhinoceros. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m. Continues 
through June 15, $15-$35, therhino.org. A.C.T. 
Costume Shop Theater, 1117 Market, S.F., 749-2228, 
www.act-sf.org. 

Word for Word: 36 Stories by Sam Shepard: Three 
dozen short prose works by the acclaimed playwright 
are adapted for the stage by W4W’s Amy Kossow. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through June 
22, $35-$55, 36stories.org. Z Below, 470 Florida, 
S.F., 626-0453, www.zspace.org. 
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MON - SUN: 10AM - 8PM. PHONE: (650) 827-3946 
WWW.THEGALLERI.COM 


The San Francisco Bay Guardian Presents 


Our 10th Annual Queer Pride Happy Hour and LGBTQ fundraiser 


DELICIOUS PULLED PORK SANDWICHES FROM SOUL GROOVE 


$15 FOR UNLIMITED BEER - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 


A portion of the proceeds benefits The Iransgender Law Center 
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Spicing 





lt Up 


Theatre of Yugen inverts its process for new Noh-inspired show. 


By Lily Janiak 





Jennifer May 


This Lingering Life, which 
opens this week, is a departure for 
playwright Chiori Miyagawa and pro- 
ducing company Theatre of Yugen. The 
Mission District-based ensemble, now 
in its 35th year and whose members 
have been studying together for up to 
20 years, creates new works of Noh and 
Kyogen, traditional forms of Japanese 
theater that emphasize movement, 
music, and ritual over text. Plots, typi- 
cally very simple, often involve ghosts 
leaving the world of the living. Though 
Miyagawa has a longstanding interest 
in myth and non-naturalistic theater, 
This Lingering Life, which comprises 
nine interwoven scenes all inspired by 
14th-century Noh plays, marks her 
first exploration of the form. We talked 
with the New York-based Miyagawa 
and Theatre of Yugen Artistic Director 
Jubilith Moore about how their collab- 
oration came to be and where this play 
falls on a spectrum of traditional and 
contemporary styles. 


SF Weekly: How did this project 
begin? 

Chiori Miyagawa: We have a mutual 
friend, Erik Ehn. He and I and three 


other theater artists were invited to go 
to Japan to study Noh theater — not 
the performance, but how the text 
works. There is an American Noh com- 
pany in Japan, Theatre Nohgaku, and 
the actors wanted to have American 
playwrights write new plays in the 
Noh format. The other writers from 
that group went ahead and wrote 
plays. I was a failure. I couldn't do it. 
Why not? 

Part of that is cultural baggage. I 
was born in Japan, and Noh is this 
sacred thing. [Historically] it was all 
male. It’s still largely that. I have nev- 
er seen a female performer. 

Jubilith Moore: There are about 
2,000 professional Noh performers — 
they have a union — and about 2 to 3 
percent of them are women. 
Miyagawa: I loved the tradition of 
Noh, but I think two things stood in 
my way — the all-male-ness — but also 
I wasn't interested in putting content 
into certain forms. I think content 
drives form. But years later, I realized I 
liked the content of it; it’s so brief, but 
so outrageously dramatic and some- 
times insane and supernatural — all 
the things I’m interested in. It’s like 


very disciplined magical realism. I de- 
cided to write my play based on the es- 
sence or elements of the content and 
didn’t think about the form at all. Then 
I showed it to Erik, and Erik said, “You 
should send it to Jubilith!” 


Tell us about the nine stories that 
inspired the piece. 

Miyagawa: I chose plays because I 
liked a moment or a character about 
the play. I found one thing in each 
story, and sometimes it was wrong— 
from the academic, agreed-upon un- 
derstanding of the story, or because 
the plot didn’t support it. I wrote with 
deep disrespect for the existing text! 


Will the show be Noh in look and 
feel? 

Miyagawa: I wasn’t thinking there 
would be any Noh elements to it. To 
me, it’s my usual writing — ghosts, 
lacking specific locations. Once re- 
hearsal started, [Moore] started incor- 
porating some of the vocal use and 
movement, and that was really fasci- 
nating and sometimes distressing. The 
style of speaking is very beautiful, but 
it messes up the meter so I can’t un- 
derstand what [the actors] are saying. 
But we worked it out. These beautiful 
moments that seem stylized — they’re 
not exactly Noh, but they remind us 

of Noh. 


This play was an unusual choice 
for Theatre of Yugen. Why is that? 
Moore: We get script submissions, 
and many of them are 45-100 pages 
long. I'll read the first couple pages, 
and I’m just like, “This is a text-based 


play. It’s not for us.” But then I read 
the first couple pages [of Miyagawa’s], 
and instantly I thought, “I know these 
characters.” 


Most scripts you produce are 
about five pages long. 

Moore: But those five-page scripts could 
bean hour long. It’s not a short experi- 
ence — it’s just augmented with a lot of 
movement and music; text is sung. 


This Lingering Life might be 
among Theatre of Yugen’s more 
accessible shows for Western au- 
diences. How do you generally 
cope with that cultural divide? 
Moore: It’s become quite simple for 
me to understand after many, many 
years. American audiences like to 
know; they like to understand what is 
going on. If you veil the content with 
too much form, then you have dis- 
tanced the audience. That balance be- 
tween distancing them and baiting 
them, trying to encourage them to 
come to your world, is very difficult. 
It takes each generation of actor to 
figure out that balance. One reason 
[this show] is such a grand experi- 
ment for us is that we've been telling 
Western stories, but we’ve been tell- 
ing them in a foreign form. This is the 
opposite approach: The stories are 
pretty cool! Let’s start with that. 
We're just going to sprinkle it with 
dashi flakes. 


This Lingering Life 

June 5-14 at Z Space, 450 Florida St., 
S.F. Tickets are $15-$50; call 626- 
0453 or visit theatreofyugen.org. 





The Price of 
Everything 


Tony Kushner writes an 
epic for the stage. 


By Lou Fancher 


Behemoth in duration 
(nearly four hours), Pulitzer-award win- 
ning playwright Tony Kushner’s long- 
awaited West Coast premiere, The 
Intelligent Homosexual's Guide to Capital- 
ism and Socialism with a Key to the Scrip- 
tures, clutches in its literary grasp 
everything from George Bernard Shaw 
(Shaw wrote an essay titled The Intelli- 
gent Woman's Guide to Socialism and Cap- 
italism) to Mary Baker Eddy’s Christian 
Science doctrine (Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures is a primary text of 
the religion) to the 16th Epistle of 
Horace, a Roman poet from the first 
century B.C., to shades of playwright 
predecessors Anton Chekhov, Arthur 
Miller, and more. 

Stretching theater’s topical band- 
width, iHo (Kushner’s husband sug- 
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gested the abbreviated title) tells the 
story of an Italian family in Brook- 
lyn. Kushner’s fiery brilliance prolifi- 
cally addresses assisted suicide, labor 
law and the death of the American 
Communist Party, Marxism, hetero- 
sexual and homosexual relationships, 
theology, prostitution and ultimate- 
ly, the value — both cash in the bank 
and treasures held in the heart — 

of everything. 

Never one to shrink from a muscu- 
lar drama, Kushner is best known for 
his two-part, eight-hour epic, Angels 
in America: A Gay Fantasia on National 
Themes. iHo was written in 2009 for 
the Minnesota-based Guthrie Theater 
and subsequently opened in New 
York in a co-production between the 
Public and Signature theaters. 

The drama swirls around Gus, a 
72-year-old Italian-American long- 
shoreman (played with unrelenting 
fervor by Mark Margolis, who some 
will recognize as Breaking Bad's Tio) 
who's convinced he is suffering from 
Alzheimer’s, but who is more likely 
crumbling under the disillusionment 
of dreams destroyed. He’s planning 
to sell his Brooklyn brownstone and 
plotting a second suicide attempt 
after a wrist-slitting expedition one 





Kevin Berne 


Lou Liberatore (Pill) and Jordan 
Geiger (Eli) are two in a cast of 
thousands. 


year before “failed.” His three adult 
children arrive, alerted by Gus’s sister 
Clio (the mesmerizing Randy Dan- 
son). Clio is a former Carmelite nun/ 
Maoist teetering on Christian Scien- 
tist ideology who has been watching 
over her brother. His daughter, Emp- 
ty (the name a reduction from Maria 
Theresa to M.T., played with vivid 
clarity by Deirdre Lovejoy) is a for- 
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mer nurse turned labor lawyer who 
clings most feverishly to her father’s 
ideals. Eldest son Pill (Lou Liberatore, 
offering consummate layering), isa 
high school teacher with a dangling 
doctoral thesis and a dangerous liai- 
son with Eli, a hustler. Pill is married 
to Paul, (played by Tyrone Mitchell 
Henderson with delicious, slice-and- 
dice ruthlessness) a college professor 
who's nervy enough to accuse Gus of 
triggering the siblings’ dysfunction 
in Act I. Vito Joseph J. Parks making 
thick a role with pinched potential in 
lesser hands) is the family’s youngest: 
a successful contractor married to the 
incessantly curious Sooze (the hilari- 
ous Tina Chilip). 

Crowded enough? Well, there’s 
also Adam, Empty’s ex-husband (with 
whom she is still having sex, during 
visits to his basement apartment 
in Gus’ house) and Maeve, Empty’s 
pregnant (by way of Vito) lesbian wife. 
And Shelle (deftly handled by Robynn 
Rodriguez), whose how-to suicide ex- 
planation reveals Kushner at his most 
commanding — prompting us to feel 
simultaneously aghast and anguishing 
for more of the same. 

Fortunately, Kushner has an in- 
genious collaborator in Berkeley Rep 


Artistic Director Tony Taccone. Espe- 
cially in the maddening and magical 
scenes where overlapping arguments 
force a listener to choose, Taccone’s 
structuring reveals internal lessons. 
Do we veer away from sexual arenas? 
Do we favor the father, reminded 

of our own family’s patriarchal con- 
struction? Do our choices show us 

to be cowardly or brave in the face of 
conflict? Crafting the massive ache of 
the play’s emotional tornado requires 
deftness and dexterity: Taccone 

has both. 

Important theater like this isn’t 
easy, that much is clear. And it would 
be wrong to forego noting the play’s 
unstoppable humor and empathetic 
core. Love him or hate him, Kushner, 
in the end, knows brokenness and 
keeps kicking — which might be, af- 
ter all the screaming is over, the play's 
final message. 


The Intelligent Homosexual’s 
Guide to Capitalism and Social- 
ism with a Key to the Scriptures 
Through June 29 at Berkeley Rep’s 
Roda Theatre, 2015 Addison St., 
Berkeley. Tickets are $29-$59; call 
(510) 647-2949 or visit 
berkeleyrep.org. 
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Intersection at a Crossroads 





After a massive staff purge, Intersection for the Arts fights for life. 


By Rachel Swan 


On the opening night of her 
debut play, Mirrors in Every Corner, 
Oakland-born writer Chinaka Hodge 
held court in the second-story gallery 
of Intersection for the Arts, then a 
scrappy performance space on the Va- 
lencia Street corridor. It was February 
2010, and Hodge was a study in 
self-possession. Wearing a green dress, 
she looked on, placidly, as patrons 
speared cheese slices and perused a 
photography exhibit covering West 
Oakland and the Mission District. The 
play had drawn a packed house anda 
flurry of enthusiastic press reviews. It 
marked a promising debut for the then 
25-year-old writer, and the organiza- 
tion that helped incubate her. 

Intersection seemed to have hit an 
artistic peak. It was presenting jazz 
and chamber music concerts at the 
de Young Museum, mounting experi- 
mental dance performances by Erika 
Chong Shuch, encouraging young 
playwrights to churn out scripts in 
spoken word cadence. Founded by 
community activists in the 1960s, 
it was a rare breed of arts nonprofit: 
funky, left-field, and low-budget, 
ballooned by imagination and lofty 
ideals. Such things once proliferated 
in San Francisco, but over the last 10 
years, they’ve been eroding. 

And, unbeknownst to Hodge, her 
audience, or some of the organiza- 
tion’s staff members, Intersection 
faced an uncertain future as well. 

But that would only come to light 
this May, when three of Intersec- 
tion’s program directors sent out a 
mass email to announce their im- 
pending departure. “With the specific 
shifts in the economy and culture of 
San Francisco, it has been increas- 
ingly difficult to operate and sustain 
a community-based nonprofit arts 
organization like Intersection,” staff- 
ers Kevin Chen, Rebeka Rodriguez, 
and Sean San Jose wrote. “It is truly 
amazing that we were able to exist 
for so long and be able to thrive with 
programs for as long as we did.” 

The letter provided grim if cryptic 
acknowledgement of a liquidity cri- 
sis that had been brewing for quite 
some time. Intersection survived for 
years in a small black-box theater on 
Valencia Street because its rent and 
personnel costs were low, and more 
money was at one time trickling 
into its coffers. It had a leaner staff 
whose members earned less, on bal- 
ance, than they would in 2014. The 
landlord charged far below market 
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766 Velencla Street 


rate on the condition that Inter- 
section staff took care of building 
maintenance. 

Perhaps most importantly, the 
organization's former executive 
director, Deborah Cullinan, served 
as a fundraising and networking 
powerhouse. Under her leadership, 
Intersection established several 
artist residency programs and built 
relationships with a variety of arts in- 
stitutions — including YouthSpeaks, 
the de Young, and Yerba Buena Cen- 
ter for the Arts. Cullinan whipped the 
organization’s finances into shape, 
erasing debt left over from the ’80s 
and 90s. She was, in the words of 
Board Vice Chair Lawrence Thoo, a 
“terrific asset” — which in hindsight 
seems like an understatement. 

But that golden age came to an end 
a few years ago, partly because the or- 
ganization didn’t have enough resourc- 
es to scale up and fund larger, more 
ambitious projects, and partly because 
the building on Valencia Street was 
beginning to show its age. To make 
matters worse, the landlord decided 
to retire and bequeath the property to 
his heirs, who, as Thoo notes, didn’t 
have the same interest in nourishing 
a shoestring nonprofit. “Then the 
writing was on the wall,” Thoo recalls. 
“We realized [we] weren't going to be 
enjoying this highly favorable arrange- 
ment for very much longer.” 

Circumstances eventually brought 
the organization to its current venue 
in the Chronicle Building on Mission 
Street in 2011, where it also gets 
subsidized rent — $10,000 a month 
for about 6,200 square feet, when 
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Two faces of Intersection for the 
Arts. 


you include the gallery and basement 
— to coexist with a slew of start-ups 
and other organizations. Intersection 
could offset part of the cost by rent- 
ing out desk or floor space, which 
made the new venue more attractive, 
even though its double-layer security 
doors weren't exactly conducive to 
running a theater. (They turned out 
to be necessary, interim Executive 
Director Randy Rollison says, be- 
cause of rampant smartphone and 
laptop theft in SOMA.) 

Overall, the building seemed 
promising, and Cullinan retooled 
Intersection’s mission statement to 
suit its new environs. From then on, 
it would focus less on art-for-art’s- 
sake, and more on art to benefit the 
surrounding neighborhood. Intersec- 
tion began ramping up its education 
programs, presenting talks and panel 
discussion to coincide with its perfor- 
mances, and launching community 
art projects with kids from SOMA 
and the Mission District. On a retail 
artery that was becoming increasingly 
Twittered and Michelin-starred, it be- 
came a vestige of the do-gooder ’60s 
— an organization that had grown up 
and returned to its roots. 

And then in 2013 — two years 
after the move — Cullinan left to 
become the new executive director at 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. In 
the months that followed, Intersec- 
tion’s finances deteriorated once again. 
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“It’s enormously sad,” Rollison 
laments, sitting in his office on the 
ground floor of the Chronicle Build- 
ing, where he’s one of four remaining 
staff members after what turned 
out to be a merciless May purge. 
(He’s taking over for Intersection’s 
previous interim executive director, 
Arthur Combs, who was laid off.) 

A poster of clouds on Rollison’s 

wall — incongruously coupled with 
a screensaver depicting a basket of 
eggs — seems to illustrate both the 
sagging morale and the wan hope for 
a better future. 

Rollison says he’s poaching ideas 
from some of the nonprofits that 
rent Intersection’s floor space, such 
as New Media Ventures, which is 
hosting a conference at the venue 
that day. He says that San Jose, 
Chen, and Rodriguez are being fur- 
loughed, rather than dismissed, and 
that reports characterizing the staff 
cuts as a harbinger of downtown de- 
velopment are vastly overwrought. 

“It’s not about race, or class, or 
gentrification,” Rollison says. “We’ve 
had a year where we cut 30 percent 
of expenses, and then we had ideas 
about where new income would come 
from — and then it just didn’t,” he 
says. Long-standing donors no longer 
wanted to lavish funds on an organi- 
zation with an apparent leadership 
vacuum; new benefactors weren't 
coming in to replace them. The public 
outcry following initial reports of 
the May layoffs certainly didn’t cause 
more donors to materialize, Rollison 
says. “It’s been maybe a trickle,” he 
adds, glancing wearily at the ceiling. 
But for a thin layer of $1 and $5 bills, 
the donation box outside Intersec- 
tion’s door is mostly empty. 

The day that Chen, San Jose, and 
Rodriguez announced their depar- 
ture, Chinaka Hodge posted a Face- 
book status update that served as an 
encomium. “There is so much to this 
story you don’t know or understand,” 
she wrote. “I know that these folks 
have invested in me, my art, my life 
as a playwright, for more years than 
Ican count. They fiscally sponsored 
YouthSpeaks before we had an office, 
they gave me my first real summer 
job, they stayed up nights mopping 
floors and painting floors and repair- 
ing a theater so that I could see a life 
for myself as an artist.” 

Fittingly, her new play, Chasing 
Mehserle, closed at Intersection that 
weekend. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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A FRIGHTENING EX PERIMENT IN ARTS 
AND LETTERS. 


A BATTLE OF WILLS AND TALENTS. 


A TERRIFYING MUTANT BORN OF 
JOURNALISM AND ILLUSTRATION. 


ON JUNE 11, SF WEEKLY DONS 
A NEW MASK. 


Mes 


LAUNCH PARTY 
FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 
6PM-9PM 

111 MINNA GALLERY 
ZAPPA ROOM 








BENE FITTING: 
CARTOON ART MUSEUM 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT Music 


32 | JUNE 4-10, 2014 | 





Winter Is 
Coming on 
Your Face 


The Art of Pervy Parody 


By Siouxsie Q 
With titles like Hung Wan- 


kenstein, Pulp Friction, and my personal 
favorite, Edward Penis-Hands (I laugh ev- 
ery single time), the genre of porn parody 
has lived comfortably in the realm of 
comedy for years. But there’s nothing 
funny about how much I want to seea 
threesome between Luke Skywalker, Han 
Solo, and Princess Leia; I take that very 
seriously. Luckily, Axel Braun, the director 
of the recent Star 
Wars XXX: a porn par- 
ody from Vivid Enter- 
tainment, takes that 
seriously too. Witha 
budget the size of Ron 
Jeremy’s junk (the 
biggest budget in the 
history of porn, ac- 
cording to Braun), 
this porno flick has 
been better received 
by die-hard Star Wars 
fans than The Phan- 
tom Menace ever was. 
Braun claims he only 
parodies source mate- 
rial that he “has a 
strong emotional con- 
nection to,” and Star 
Wars XXX certainly 
feels like porn made by and for fans, with 
earnest attention paid to details like line 
inflection and costumes that mirror the 
original film with incredible accuracy. For 
many fans, those details matter. 

In the new start-up economy, 
where being clever and detail-orient- 
ed is often rewarded with a bigger 
payout than being suave and good 
with people, the geek has certainly 
inherited the earth. The latest Silicon 
Valley boom has placed nerds at the 
top of the economic food chain, and 
the sex industry, along with everyone 
else who's paying attention, has taken 
notice. If Star Wars XXX can be the 
most financially successful adult film 
ever made even in a time when DVD 
sales are a small fraction of what they 
were five years ago, I figured I should 
try my hand at this geeky porn parody 
thing as well. 

“Porn is about outfits and talking,” 
Sam Solo told me as I laid out tracks 
of white blond clip-in hair extensions 
and gladiator sandals. I recently di- 
rected a Game of Thrones-inspired porn 
scene for local fetish site, GirlBullies. 
net. The site focuses on fantasies of 
female domination, and I have a deep 
appreciation for tiny blond women 
wielding large amounts of power, so 
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the violet-eyed Dragon Queen from 
the HBO series seemed like a natural 
choice. It was my directorial debut, 
and I was nervous. The hottest girl in 
the world can dress up like Daenerys 
Targaryen, but if her accent isn’t right 
or she pronounces her own name 
wrong, it just ruins the whole thing. 

I want to believe, at least for the split 
second before I climax, that I really am 
submitting to the Rightful Ruler of the 
Seven Kingdoms. 

Being a novice at all this, I made 
a rookie mistake. I brought a Lord of 
the Rings sword as a prop, and was 
chastised heavily by one of the cast 
members. In fan-culture, it is highly 
frowned upon to mix universes. It 
would be terribly uncouth, for exam- 
ple, to wear a Star Trek Federation 
uniform to a Star Wars-themed sex 
party. I knew better, but one can only 
order so many spe- 
cial-edition fantasy 
swords from eBay 
on an indie porn 
filmmaker’s budget. 

I may be in the 
minority within 
the fandom, but I 
care far more about 
the roleplay than 
the cosplay. I focus 
more on the talking 
than the outfits. For 
me, what makes a 
porn parody hot is 
how well the actors 
portray their roles. I 
want the sexual ten- 
sions already pres- 
ent in the source 
material to inform 
the sex scenes. Leia’s slave costume 
doesn’t have to be an exact replica of 
what it was in the original 1977 film; 
I just want to see a sassy brunette in 
a metal bikini confused by why she 
kissed her brother in the last movie. 

Star Wars, Lord of the Rings, Game 
of Thrones — these are not just block- 
buster hits and marketing campaigns. 
For many, including Braun, Solo, and 
myself, these are stories that have 
been a part of our imaginations for 
years. They are 20th century arche- 
types that have been working on our 
psyches long before porn was on the 
menu. 

So when Ella Nova, the actress 
playing the Dragon Queen, towered 
above scrawny Sam Solo and said 
in a low and dangerous voice, “I am 
Daenerys Targaryen, First of Her 
Name, Daenerys StormBorn, The 
Unburnt, Queen of Meereen, Khaleesi 
of the Great Grass Sea, Mother of 
Dragons, Queen of the Andals and 
the First of Men, Rightful Ruler of the 
Seven Kingdoms of Westeros, Protec- 
tor of the Realm... and you have failed 
me,” my heart skipped a beat. It’s like 
my fantasy was having a fantasy. 


f- 
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EdgeofTomorrow honed script, frenetic but lucid direc- 


Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
Tom Cruise dies over and over again to 
save the lives of billions in Edge of To- 
morrow, a sturdy sci-fi extravaganza 
(based on Hiroshi Sakurazaka’s novel 
All You Need Is Kill) that functions like a 
cross between Groundhog Day and an 
Xbox One title. When Cruise’s com- 
bat-virgin press secretary William Cage 
finds himself on the battlefield during a 
Normandy Beach-esque campaign 
against invading aliens, he perishes 
quickly, but not before killing an extra- 
terrestrial and gaining its ability to ma- 
nipulate time. The result is that Cage 
continually wakes up on the same day 
with knowledge of the future, thereby 
giving him endless chances to train and 
strategize with the aid of legendary 
watrior Rita Vrataski (a stout Emily 
Blunt), who acquired a similar power 
during a prior battle. This entertaining 
(if somewhat clumsily explicated) tri- 
al-by-error scenario provides director 
Doug Liman (The Bourne Identity) with 
opportunities for both humor and sus- 
pense, as well as a number of muscular 
set pieces in which Cage and Vrataski, 
decked out in firepower-heavy mecha 
suits of armor, fight hordes of skitter- 
ing, tentacled outer-space monsters. 
From faux-verité handheld cinematog- 
raphy and first-person POVs to the 
memorize-the-enemy’s-patterns con- 
ceit, Edge of Tomorrow — in which 
Cage’s success is achieved through do- 
overs and checkpoint-by-checkpoint 
progress — borrows liberally from vid- 
eo-games. And courtesy of a sharply 
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tion, and a star turn by Cruise that 
charismatically segues from bumbling 
cowardice to heroic courage, it’s the rare 
summer spectacle that, tacked-on coda 
notwithstanding, might actually war- 
rant repeat viewings. Nick Schager 


SF DocFest 
Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater 
and the Oakland School 
for the Arts. Runs June 5-19. 
Now in its 13th year of telling it like it 
is, SF Docfest is running for two weeks 
at the Roxie and the Oakland School 
for the Arts. It’s a good lineup for 
pop-culture aficionados, including AJ 
Schnack and David Wilson’s We Always 
Lie to Strangers, about the small town 
of Branson, Mo. Famous for its 100+ 
musical and variety shows that attract 
several million tourists annually, 
Strangers examines how the tradition- 
ally conservative town is dealing with 
both the economic crisis as well as the 
evolution of the broader American cul- 


ture. Though Branson shows are fami- 
ly-friendly and curse-free, enough 
“fucks” are thrown around offstage to 
potentially earn Strangers a solid R-rat- 
ing. Born and raised in Restricted terri- 
tory is Michael Nirenberg’s Back Issues: 
The Hustler Magazine Story, which in- 
cludes interviews with not only both 
Hustler founder Larry Flynt and the 
man who attempted to assassinate 
him, but also the final interview with 
Screw Magazine's oddly lovable pub- 
lisher Al Goldstein. But most exciting 
of all may be Heavy Metal Parking Lot 
director Jeff Krulik’s Led Zeppelin 
Played Here, in which Krulik investi- 
gates the urban legend that Zeppelin 
performed in a New Jersey community 
center gym for 50 people on the night 
of Nixon's 1969 inauguration. At 
DocFest, unconfirmed and highly im- 
probable truth is always stranger than 
fiction. Sherilyn Connelly 


Test 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the 
Presidio Theatre. 
Chris Mason Johnson's Test is set in 
1985 San Francisco, when Walkmans 
were the preferred mode of mobile mu- 
sic, anonymous gay sex had stopped be- 
ing so much carefree fun, and nobody 
was quite sure how the criminally un- 
der-researched AIDS virus was trans- 
mitted. It’s very much on the mind of 
Frankie (Scott Marlowe), asmooth 
young understudy in a modern dance 
company who finds himself attracted to 
veteran dancer Todd (Matthew Risch), a 
hirsute sex worker whose trade Frankie 
strongly disapproves of. The first blood 
test to detect the virus has just been in- 
troduced, but that has its own host of is- 
sues for Frankie, not the least of which 
is confidentiality: Like many others, 
Frankie is not out to his family, and 
AIDS has bolstered the homophobic 
stigma that Gay Liberation fought so 
hard to overcome. Working with the ti- 
niest fraction of the budget Gus Van 
Sant had to re-create the 1970s in Milk, 
Test director Johnson includes plenty of 
San Francisco scenery without revealing 
anything too post-1985. Herbst Pavilion 
and the Stud Bar provide key settings, 
and — appropriately for a story about 
mysterious forces at work — the Sutro 
Tower looms over all, eventually becom- 
ing every bit as spooky a presence 
through Frankie’s window as it was in 
Fritz Lieber’s Our Lady of Darkness. SC 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 


“If there was ever a contemporary film that illuminates 
why,queer cinema still matters, this is it.”-Film Comment 


a film by 
CHRIS 
MASON 
JOHNSON 
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REVIEWED MOVIE OF THE YEAR. 

‘TF EVER A MOVIE EARNED THE EXCLAMATION 
POINT Le TS THLE, TS WE ARE THE BEST! 


— SHERI LINDEN, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


“There is hardly a shortaye of 
movies about rock ‘n’ roll, but 
THERE ARE FEW AS PERFECT 
jig iiphenicetche y= UY 
“AN EXHILARATING 
BLAST OF A MOVIE, 
TOTALLY IRRESISTIBLE, 


— PETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE 


EUPHORICALLY FUNNY. 


— JOSHUA ROTHKOPF, TIME OUT NEW YORK 


WE RE THE 
WeEST 


THRE E GIRLS VS THE WORLD. 


L. ™ @@magnolia 


patanba 


~ svi® Fé == magpictures.com/wearethebest ™. imu. 


POPC onl EAST BAY MARIN COUNTY 
STARTS FA FRIDAY, Embarcadero Center Berkeley - Landmark's San Rafael - Christopher B. Smith 


(415) 267 - 4893 Shattuck Cinemas Rafael Film Center 


- t= es 


7 VIEWS | SHOWTIMES | ABD MoRE 


EAT MUSIC JUNE 4-10, 2014 33 


SUBS SRL a> FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=We recommend it. 


OPENING 


The Fault in Our Stars Teen romances don't come 


much weepier than The Fault in Our Stars, director 
Josh Boone's adaptation of John Green's popular 
YA novel about the budding relationship between 
two terminally ill kids. Suffering with incurable 
lung cancer that keeps her permanently hooked 
up to an oxygen tank, 16-year-old Hazel (Shailene 
Woodley) is compelled by her mom (Laura Dern) to 
attend a support group where she meets charismatic 
Augustus (Ansel Elgort), who recently lost the lower 
portion of his right leg to the disease. Whereas 
Hazel worries about those she'll leave behind — a 
concern that also manifests itself in her obsession 
over a fictional book about cancer whose abrupt 


ending leaves frustratingly unanswered questions 
— Augustus stares his mortality in the face with a 
smile. Their ensuing courtship is dramatized with 
hazy flashbacks and includes a misbegotten trip 
to Amsterdam's Anne Frank House, where the film 
awkwardly attempts to have the Holocaust victim's 
optimistic diary passages inspire Hazel to embrace 
happiness. Aside from that momentary bump in 
the road, however, The Fault in Our Stars strikes 
a delicate balance between dewy-eyed amour 
and maudlin tear-jerking, with Woodley and Elgort 
sharing a natural, playful, and supportive chemistry 
that helps overshadow the fact that Augustus is too 
flawless — and his fate too contrived — to register 
as completely plausible. Refusing to shy away from 
unpleasant truths about death and loss, it’s a carpe 
diem love story that overcomes its own faults, 
and earns its tempered hopefulness, by maturely 
recognizing that love and pain are equal, and often 
intertwined, parts of life. (NS) 


FOR YOUR CHANCE TO RECEIVE 
A SPECIAL PRIZE PACK FROM 


Night Moves Director Kelly Reichardt and writing 


partner Jon Raymond expand their singularly 
spartan field guide to off-the-grid Oregonians. Here 
Reichardt, the maker of Meek’s Cutoff and Wendy 
and Lucy, applies her characteristically laconic 
style to an ostensibly conventional movie plot about 
three environmental activists planning to blow up an 
Oregon hydroelectric dam. It's best not to reveal what 
happens, but be forewarned that Night Moves places 
its emphasis differently than the average suspense 
thriller would, with the result being a two-part study 
of movie tension: first the tactics, then the guilt. In 
what will likely prove the greatest point of contention 
about this movie's merits, Reichardt prioritizes her 
characters — played superbly by Jesse Eisenberg, 
Dakota Fanning, and Peter Sarsgaard — without ever 
letting us fully get our bearings on them. Thus we 
may take no comfort on the grand matter of volatile 
interactions between humans and the natural world, 
or for that matter between humans and each other. 
Eisenberg emerges as the central figure, yet also 
paradoxically the most marginal; he has great 
intuition about the nature of detachment, and 
glowers through the film with pinched, inscrutable 
intensity. Maybe the only unambiguous takeaway 
from Night Moves is the masterful, unhurried clarity 
with which it advances through its setup — the thrill 
that comes from vital independent filmmakers, 
including a cinematographer Christopher Blauvelt 
and composer Jeff Grace, working together at the 
top of their game. (JK) 


We Are the Best! Early in his career, Swedish writ- 


er-director Lukas Moodysson was hailed as the next 
Ingmar Bergman, but also likened to John Hughes. 
That did not compute for a while, but now with We 
Are the Best! Moodysson somehow clarifies the 
universal sweetness of teen angst by filtering it 
through a Nordic winter light. This dry coming-of- 
age comedy re-creates Stockholm of the early ‘80s, 
where three girls (Mira Barkhammar, Mira Grosin, Liv 
LeMoyne) bumble their way into becoming a punk 
band. (Sample lyric, composed as furtive gym-class 
protest: “The world is a morgue, but you're watching 
Bjorn Borg!’’) Adapting a graphic-novel memoir by 
his wife, Coco, Moodysson proceeds with palpable 
compassion but also some perspective on the girls’ 
shambling defiance of their status quo, which of 
course includes many declarations that punk is dead. 
Their rebellious antics are adorable but never too 
cutesy, always grounded in the emotional truth and 
recorded in a nimbly kinetic shooting style. It’s all 
the more endearing for being somewhat aimless, 
as accuracy requires, and Moodysson’s gift for 
lifelike misfit ennui here seems exalted by specific 
inspiration. This is a small-seeming movie, but one 
which might have big importance to a lot of young 
people, or to old people who were young once. (JK) 


ONGOING 


makes a point of being full of surprises, but what's 
most unexpected and satisfying is the chemistry of its 
three leads. With co-writer Nick Damici, director Jim 
Mickle wrings maximum what-next? suspense from 
Joe R. Lansdale’s novel, a polished pulp compendium 
of cop conspiracies, snuff films, Dixie Mafia menace, 
and pervasive angst about manliness in general and 


fatherhood in particular. Doting on 1980s period 
details and grooving to a synth-throb soundtrack 
straight out of John Carpenter, Mickle harkens back 
to a time when he must have been soaking up horror 
flicks with diligence and glee. Aside from reverence 
and competence, Cold in July doesn't really add a lot 
to the canon, but it restores some genre craftiness 
that's been lost over the years to attrition. (JK) 

The Dance of Reality The Dance of Reality is Ale- 
jandro Jodorowsky's first film in decades, and is 
clearly the work of the same man who made EI 
Topo and The Holy Mountain in the 1970s. It's a 
dreamlike autobiographical tale about growing up 
a Ukrainian-Jewish immigrant in 1930s Chile, with 
the present-day Jodorowsky appearing as a spirit 
guide to his younger self (Jeremias Herskovits), and 
Alejandro’s son Brontis playing his own grandfather 
as an emotionally and physically abusive Stalin wan- 
nabe. The narrative is straightforward, splitting time 
between the son and father — and Brontis gives an 
astonishing, fearless performance — though it's also 
filled with all the nudity, violence, amputees, little 
people, and other apparent non sequiturs that one 
expects from prime Jodorowsky. (Alejandro’s also 
as gleefully anti-clerical as ever; a shot of a Christ 
statue's head exploding is followed by a character 
bemoaning a world in which people dress up dogs 
in costumes.) Indeed, The Dance of Reality may be 
confounding to those whose first exposure to him 
was Jodorowsky’s Dune (or who are unaccustomed 
to surrealism), but for the rest of us, it’s wonderful 
to have a master back at work. (SC) 

The Grand Seduction Don McKellar’s comedy The 
Grand Seduction is an English-language remake of 
the Québécois Seducing Doctor Lewis, with a few 
hints of Bill Forsythe’s Local Hero. Tickle Head, an 
economically depressed Newfoundland fishing harbor 
of fewer than 150 people, needs to find a doctor to 
convince an oil company to establish a job-creating 
facility in town. Protagonist and de factor mayor 
Murray (Brendan Gleeson) concocts a plan to lure in 
hunky city doctor Paul (Taylor Kitsch) and make him 
fall in love with Tickle Head, mostly by convincing 
the townsfolk to pretend to like the English sport 
of cricket, Lamb Dhansak, fusion jazz, and more of 
Paul's other curiously multicultural interests. The 
Grand Seduction often works with the logic of a 
fable — indeed, the final shot is practically begging 
for “And They All Lived Happily Ever After” — and if 
certain plot elements don't quite stand up under 
scrutiny, that’s also part of its charm. (SC) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


be watching Peter Dinklage in just about anything 
else). Sun., June 8, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San 
Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Chinese Puzzle: 


After previous sojourns in Spain and Russia, French 
homme-du-monde Xavier (Romain Duris) comes to 
NYC's Chinatown for more photogenic escapades in 
the latest bourgeois-bohemian comedy from writer/ 
director Cédric Klapisch. Daily. The Grand Seduction: 
daily. Belle: Austenesque costume drama meets 
the decidedly inelegant subject of 18th century 
slavery in this true-life tale of Dido Elizabeth Belle, 
the illegitimate mixed race daughter of a British 
Admiral. Daily. Fed Up: Director Stephanie Soechtig 
and producer/narrator Katie Couric take on the 
American food industry in this documentary that 
boldly aims to “change the way you eat forever.” 
Daily. Fading Gigolo: John Turturro and Woody Allen 
star in Turturro’s new comedy that is, despite initial 
appearances, not actually a Woody Allen film. Daily. 
Palo Alto: If you missed its debut at this year’s S.F. 
International Film Festival, here’s another chance to 
catch young Gia Coppola's moody cinematic adapta- 
tion of James Franco's book about an adolescence 
spent in you-know-where. Daily. We Are the Best!: 
June 6-12. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 


Exploratorium. The Films of Mike Henderson: The local 


artist — whose abstract paintings are currently on 
view at the Haines Gallery — appears in person to 
screen newly restored 16mm prints of his experi- 
mental films from the 1970s and ‘80s. Wed., June 4, 7 
p.m. Free. sfcinematheque.org. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 


Oddball Films. What the F(ilm)?! 6: Cine-Insanity from 


the Archive: Strange ‘n’ krazy short film showcase 
curated by Kat Shuchter. Fri., June 6, 8 p.m. $10. 275 
Capp, San Francisco, 558-8112, www.oddballfilms.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Only Lovers Left Alive: Tom 


Hiddleston and Tilda Swinton play longer-than-long- 
time lovers in Jim Jarmusch’'s atmospheric art-house 
take on the vampire movie genre. Daily. The Dance 
of Reality: 2014 is rapidly turning out to be the 
Year of Jodorowsky: First there was the Dune 
documentary, and now the cult director unveils his 
first new feature film in nearly a quarter-century — 
an autobiographically inspired movie that, despite 
its title, contains nearly as much surrealist magic 
as it does quotidian reality. Daily. Cold in July: A 
seemingly simple act of self-defense kicks off an 
increasingly dangerous chain of events in this twisty 
Texas neo-noir starring Michael C. Hall, Sam Shepard, 
and Don Johnson. Daily. The Galapagos Affair. Witha 
subtitle like “Satan Came to Eden,” you know things 
will almost certainly go awry in this documentary 
about pre-WWIl Europeans who attempted to escape 
society in the wilds of the Galapagos Islands — but 
soon learned you can never truly escape the human 
beast. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 777-3456, 


A Million Ways to Die in the West Surround Seth 
MacFarlane with an illustrious cast of stars — including 
Charlize Theron, Liam Neeson, Amanda Seyfried, Neil 
Patrick Harris, Sarah Silverman, and Giovanni Ribisi 


www.landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 

Roxie Theater. Fourth San Francisco Green Film 
Festival: Following a Thursday opening premiere 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


THEY'RE NOT 21 ANYMORE 
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— and he’s still a terrible actor. Such is the central 
mene! bees th Eee deen Sieh Ot a ee et “eee problem with A Million Ways to Die in the West, a 
ee JUNE es ———— toe ertis Western comedy in which the Family Guy and Ted 
creator vainly attempts to generate laughs from 
the contrast between his 19th-century setting and 
his nerdy sheep-farmer protagonist Albert's habit of 
speaking like a 21st-century wiseass. If that sounds 
like a dreary device upon which to base a film, it's 
merely one of many issues plaguing this dud, which 
spends most of its prolonged 116-minute runtime 
segueing between wannabe-scandalous profanity 
and filth, and insufferable narrative clichés involving 
Albert's efforts to win back his ex-girlfriend (Seyfried) 
from a mustached jerk (Patrick Harris) with the help 
of a beauty (Theron) who's married to a notorious 
gunslinger (Neeson). Spending copious time bashing 
the Old West as nightmarishly archaic, the smutty, 
smart-alecky A Million Ways to Die in the West does 
little more than make one pine for an era before the 
cinema du MacFarlane. (NS) 

Cold in July Not alight comedy at the expense of San 
Francisco after all, Cold in July transpires as aripping 
good if increasingly risible Texas-set indie thriller, 
with Michael C. Hall doing a Dexter flip side as the 
nervous killer of ahome invader whom scary looming 
patriarch Sam Shepard intends to avenge. Or so it 
seems at first. Things get twisty right quick, as they'll 
need to in order to accommodate scene-thief Don 
Johnson as a gruffly comical private eye. The movie 
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Artists’ Television Access. Generation Loss Video 


Album Release Party & Screening: With live music 
by White Pee, plus short films by David Gantz, Zoe 
Leonard, Mike Stoltz, and more. Fri., June 6, 8 p.m. 
$10. 992 Valencia, San Francisco, 824-3890, www. 
atasite.org. 


Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. Mememe no ku- 


rage (Jellyfish Eyes): Visual artist Takashi Murakami 
makes his directorial debut with this imaginative 
children's fantasy presented in Japanese with English 
subtitles. Thu., June 5, 6:30 p.m. Free with museum 
admission. jellyfisheyesthemovie.com. 200 Larkin, 
San Francisco, 581-3500, www.asianart.org. 


Clay Theatre. Ida: Director Pawel Pawlikowski returns 


to his native Poland for this solemn drama that’s 
haunted by the spectres of its nation’s complicitous 
history. Daily. Mean Girls: Lindsay Lohan may get top 
billing, but it's scriptwriter and co-star Tina Fey who 
gives this teen comedy its midnight-screening-wor- 
thy cult status. June 6-7, 11:59 p.m. $10. 2261 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres. 
com/Market/SanFrancisco/SanFrancisco_Frameset. 
htm. 


Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Willow: Hosts Jim 


Fourniadis, Mikl-Em, and Ziad Ezzat witness Warwick 
Davis finally getting to play something other than an 
Ewok or a leprechaun (but would probably still rather 


at the Aquarium of the Bay, the SFGFF moves into 
the Roxie for six days and nights of documentaries 
and short films focusing on the environment and 
our impact upon it. Additional programs include 
panel discussions, workshops, media socials, and 
more. Through June 4. $15 (or $250 for full festival 
pass). sfgreenfilmfest.org. 13th Annual San Francisco 
Documentary Film Festival: SF IndieFest once again 
asks you to get real with its annual roundup of 
nonfiction films from around the world. Kicking off 
with a screening of Robert Greene's Actress at the 
Brava Theater (2781 24th St., SF) on Thursday — and 
also featuring a run of East Bay screenings at the 
Oakland School of the Arts (530 19th St.) — this year’s 
eclectic selection includes such diverse topics as 
higher education, cage fighting, pot, porn, punk 
rock, religious cults, custom vans, and video games. 
Of course, as with all SF IndieFest events, there are 
also unserious extracurricular activities, including 
a ‘90s music video sing-along, a game night, and 
zombie prom party. June 5-19. $12 (or $60-$180 
for festival passes). sfindie.com. 3117 16th St., San 
Francisco, 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 


Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: Free 


monthly film series featuring experimental image 
manipulators and ambient sound shamans. Second 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. Free. shapeshifter- 
scinema.com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 510-923-1074, 
www.temescalartscenter.org. 
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IBS SHUNT a> GORDON RAMSAY, UNITER 


Watching 
Together 


Gordon Ramsay sold his soul 
to the devil, and as penance he has 
been forced to name his shows things 
like Hell’s Kitchen, Motel Hell, and 
Kitchen Nightmares. How else to ex- 
plain this ex-soccer playing, loud 
mouthed Brit’s dominion on Fox? 
He’s not immediately likable at all. 
Like Judge Judy, he has built a career 
on giving uncensored straight talk to 
idiots, words that smack you across 
the face at first with their seemingly 
unnecessary harshness. Fuck me, you 
fucking doughnut! Pull your head out 
of your ass! This looks like regurgi- 
tated dog shit! Piss off out of here, 
you donkey! He and Simon Cowell 
have singlehandedly reversed any 
Jeeves and Wooster stereotypes of 
British men we may have held. An en- 
tire generation of 
kids has grown 
up here thinking 
that England is 
full of assholes. 

Well, I have 
always been an 
Anglophile and I 
enjoy all things 
British, especial- 
ly the assholes. 

I got it from my 
mother, who is 
well-steeped in 
UK baddies. “Oh 
yes, said my mom when I was a 
kid. “They cut her head right off. 
They didn’t mess around.” This was 
my intro to the Tudors. My mom 
told me that when they beheaded 
Mary, Queen of Scots, her little 
dog ran out from under her skirts. 
I pictured Toto. 

It’s no shock then that we have 
bonded over Ramsay, this century’s 
brashest cleaver-wielder. “Gordon’s 
had some work done,” she emailed 
me after the first episode of this 
season's Hell’s Kitchen. I think she’s 
right. The deep creases in his brow 
and cheeks are gone. She and | 
watch his shows mostly to revel 
at how incredibly stupid human 
beings can be, but we dissect them 
through emails between each other 
that are our own strange brand of 
intimacy. “I wonder if they nuke 
a bunch of Hot Pockets at the end 
and pass them out for the guests to 
eat in the car,” she said, referring to 
the fact that guests at Hell’s Kitchen 
never seem to get fed. And if she 
doesn't like an episode, she tells 
me, “I got a lot of knitting done.” I 
picture her in the chair I know she 
sits in, nestled into her warm house 
in frigid Minnesota. She’s a knitting 
machine... a liberal, Jesus-loving, 
White-Stripes-listening, Grand- 
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Theft-Auto-playing, reality-TV-lov- 
ing knitting machine. 

A few years ago, we vowed that 
when we went to London together 
we were going to eat at a Ramsay 
restaurant. Before dinner, we 
took a cab to Green Park, next to 
Buckingham Palace. My mom sat 
on a bench with her knitting and I 
walked around the park. For some 
reason, as I walked away from her I 
thought about her death. She would 
still be with me in spirit but not in 
body. I would miss her dearly. As I 
walked, I felt the phantom sadness 
of missing her and had a taste of 
what that would be like. As I round- 
ed the bend and began to move 
back towards her, I felt supremely 
lucky to be approaching my mother 
there, alive, hands furiously weav- 
ing a pair of mittens. She looked 
up at me and smiled. “Couldn’t get 
a table,” she told me, referring to 
Gordon’s reservation line. I was 
actually sort of relieved. Most ce- 

lebrity chefs’ 
restaurants 
are godawful 
anyway. 

Our favorite 
Ramsay show 
has just begun, 
Masterchef. The 
spiel is that it’s 
“America’s best 
home cooks,” 
but everyone is 
chosen in what 
has to be the 

reverse process 
that they use on the working-class 
Hell's Kitchen. They are all telegenic 
and quirky. We both agree that this 
season is already lagging. My mom 
gave me a six-paragraph rundown 
of her analysis, complete with this 
in-depth psychological profile of a 
contestant: I never thought being 
rich and stylish and living in Mali- 
bu could be a handicap, but it sure 
seems to be for that guy. I suspect 
we ll find out he has a backstory 
that will make him more sympa- 
thetic, but meanwhile, I resent the 
hell out of him and I’m sure the 
other contestants do too. I am not 
proud of this and will try to work 
on it. 

We think alike, Mom and me. I 
know immediately when I see some- 
thing on TV whether or not she 
will love it, hate it, laugh at it, or 
dismiss it as bullshit. 

I think that must be the hard- 
est thing about losing someone 
— seeing things that you know 
they would love but being unable 
to share it with them. Or walking 
through the park and not seeing 
them waiting for you there, on the 
bench, knitting. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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Project Open Hand is a nonprofit organization that provides 
meals with love to seniors and the critically ill. Every day, we 


prepare 2,500 nutritious meals and provide 200 bags of healthy 


groceries to help sustain our clients as they battle serious 


illnesses, isolation, or the health challenges of old age. We serve 
Project Open Hand 


San Francisco and Alameda Counties, engaging more than 125 
meals with love 


volunteers every day to nourish our community. 


Project Open Hand was founded in San Francisco in 1985 by Ruth Brinker, a retired meal service manager, who began preparing meals in a church basement for seven people 
with AIDS. The first grassroots response fo the nutritional needs of people with AIDS in the nation, Project Open Hand continues to be a model for similar organizations around the 
world. In 1989, Project Open Hand started serving people with AIDS in Alameda County. In 1998, Project Open Hand furthered its reach and began serving congregate lunches to 
seniors at various sites throughout San Francisco. At the beginning of 2000, Project Open Hand expanded ifs services to provide 
Meals with Love to people who are homebound and critically ill 














summer in Sun Valley is like nowhere else on Earth. Marked by mesmerizing 
vistas, over 400 miles of flowy single track, world-class fly fishing, inspiring 
community events, concerts and so much more. It's a destination so 
authentic and vivid, whatever it is you seek, you ll find it here. 


SAN FRANCISCO TO SUN VALLEY IN 2 HOURS. 
DAILY NON-STOP FLIGHTS ALL SUMMER. 


visit 
SunValley 


visitsunvalley.com 
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FIND THE BEST the Corner 
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LETTERS 


By Anna Roth 


I’ll forgive a restaurant a lot 
if it serves great food. Slow service, 
drafty dining room, ear-splitting 
noise levels, dingy bathrooms ... all 
things that I can overlook in service 
of a fabulous-tasting meal. But I’m 
rarely willing to do the reverse. A 
restaurant can be the warm, beating 
heart of a neighborhood, clearly be- 
loved by its regulars, but if the food is 
even slightly mediocre I will be quick 
and merciless in my judgment. 

It’s good to be reminded of 
one’s prejudices every once ina 
while, as I was the other night at 
Le P’tit Laurent, a charming sliver 
of France in Glen Park which has 
been serving bistro food to neigh- 
borhood regulars for the past seven 
years. There are certainly better 
French restaurants in San Fran- 
cisco; La Folie it is not. But I also 
don’t think it’s trying to be. Le P’tit 
Laurent exists for the community 
around it, one of those neighbor- 
hood places that are excellent in 
the context of its location, though 
not necessarily outside of it. The 
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magic of these places is that for the 
course of a meal you, too, feel like 
you belong to the community 

they foster. 

The restaurant won me over 
when I walked in, from the warm 
greeting of French 
owner Laurent 
Legendre, to the 
homespun walls 
decorated with 
vintage metal signs 
and painted to 
look like the Eiffel 
Tower, to the many 
windows looking 
out on the fetching 


Le P’tit Laurent 


699 Chenery, 334-3235, 
leptitlaurent.net. 

Hours: Mon-Thu 5:30- 
9:30 p.m.; Fri-Sat 4:30- 
10:30 p.m.; Sun 10a.m.-2 
p.m., 5:30-9:30 p.m. 


And I was enjoying myself too, 
caught up in the general good cheer 
of the restaurant as I shared a bot- 
tle of under-$40 rose with friends 
who lived in the neighborhood. 
The menu of French classics held 
a lot of promise, 
as did the prix 
fixe “neighbor- 
hood menu,’ a 
steal at $27 for 
three courses that 
change weekly. I 
eavesdropped on 
the couple at the 
table next to us 
who were cele- 


urban village that Froglegs $10 brating a birthday 
is Glen Park. The French onion soup $9.50 or anniversary or 
dining room was Escargot $9 something; the 
lively, with tables ag ARE EO AY man had pace 
ell - oe Cassoulet $29 7 i 

ed with retirees Banilapaiee sad een a regular but 
and families with Dessert $7.75 hadn’t been back 


young children — 

two demographics 

rarely seen in the 

scene-y restaurants of the Mission. 
Everyone seemed to be unself-con- 
sciously enjoying themselves. Nary 
a plate was Instagrammed. 


MUSIC 


in a while. “I feel 

like ’'m at home,” 

he told Legendre 
after they embraced. Then he pulled 
out his iPhone and the two men 
flipped through photos of his chil- 
dren — a small, genuine moment of 


intimacy that you never experience 
at the buzzy places. 

It was all very bewitching. Then 
the appetizers arrived. Some of 
the food was quite good, like the 
charred frog legs in a garlic-parsley 
sauce. The frog drumsticks were 
light and tender, their meat a cross 
between crab and chicken, with 
none of the pond-water muddiness 
that can come with it. I only wished 
the salad the meat rested on was 
more than a lackluster mix of seem- 
ingly bagged greens. 

The escargot was chewy without 
being rubbery, bathed in the same 
fragrant sauce as the frog legs, and 
tasted mostly of garlic and butter. 

But if the frog legs were the 
high point of the meal, the low 
was the French onion soup — a 
disappointment, since good French 
onion soup can cure most of life’s 
ills. Instead of being a bowl of soup 
with a bit of cheese on top, this was 
a bowl of melted cheese with a bit 
of soup at the bottom. And what 
broth there was tasted all wrong, 
too much wine and with none of 
the rich, beefy, earthy flavors that 
should come through. 

None of the entrees was as dis- 
appointing, though they also didn’t 
soar to the heights of great French 
cuisine. There was a fine rendition 
of beef bourguignon, that classic 
French comfort food, with a lush, 
wine-heavy sauce and properly 
tender bits of beef. Cassoulet was 
less successful; the beans were too 
salty and didn’t have the round, 
full flavor you expect from the 
slow-simmered casserole, though 
the duck leg confit was crisp and 
fat-saturated. And the bouillabaisse 
wasn't really a soup at all, but a pile 
of steamed fish in a tomato broth 
so thick it was more like a sauce. 

Dessert brought pain perdu, aka 
French toast, which was custardy 
and richly doused in caramel and 
ice cream, but I'd wager it’s even 
better doused in syrup and butter 
at the restaurant’s Sunday brunch. 

So maybe there’s not a lot of pull 
for an outsider to hop on BART 
to go to Glen Park for dinner, but 
then again, that’s not the point of a 
neighborhood restaurant like this. 
They act like anchors in the com- 
munity, places for families to get 
together and eat and watch other 
families, their neighbors, out the 
windows. Every neighborhood has 
a restaurant like it; a place “undis- 
covered” by foodies because they 
don’t put value on what there is to 
discover. As San Francisco contin- 
ues its metamorphosis, I wonder if 
that sense of belonging that only a 
small neighborhood restaurant can 
provide will begin to fetch more of 
a premium. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 


Spanish 

Food, Now at 
Attention in 
the Presidio 


By Jenn Pries 


The Commissary, a new 
restaurant from Traci Des Jardins and 
the Presidio Trust, has opened its 
doors. Housed in a former military 
mess hall, the repurposed space offers 
California fare with Spanish influences. 
“We wanted to pay homage to the 
Spanish history in the area. You can’t 
really look at the Bay without think- 
ing of its Spanish influence,” says Des 
Jardins of the restaurant’s concept. 
Des Jardins and her protege Robbie 
Lewis, who is the culinary director, 
had talked about opening a restaurant 
with a Spanish take on California 
cuisine and saw the opportunity in 
the space. Des Jardins also brought on 
Reylon Agustin, who worked for her at 
Jardiniere and helped her open Man- 
zanita in Lake Tahoe as executive chef. 
The menu draws on the offerings 
of the bay with a variety of seafood 
dishes, like grilled squid, garbanzo 
beans, fennel, and aioli; striped bass, 
clams, and toasted garlic-almond pic- 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Bartlett Hall: Union Square gets yet another 
brewpub, this one from the folks behind Maverick. 
They bring with them their famous butter burger, 
along with a menu of updated pub grub and classic 
cocktails with a twist. 242 O'Farrell, 433-4332, 
bartletthallsf.com. 

Loving Cup: This shop devoted to rice pudding 
and frozen yogurt seems like it will fit right 
into Hayes Valley. Expect eight rotating flavors 
of rice pudding, hand-churned frozen yogurt, 
and more sweet treats. 535 Octavia, 701-0091, 
lovingcupsf.com. 

Palm House: The former Netti’s Crab Shack space 
has been transformed into a Caribbean restaurant 
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The Commissary's 
Re cant open kitchen. 


Jenn Pries 


ada; and sardines escabeche. Much of 
the seating is communal and a bar set 
up around the kitchen offers a front- 
row seat to the culinary action. 

General Manager Malcolm Brown- 
son crafted a wine list with Spanish 
wines and Spanish varietals made lo- 
cally, like a 2013 Albarino from Bonny 
Doon. The liquor also celebrates the lo- 
cal, with spirits like St. George, Hangar 
One, and Anchor Distilling Company. 
In keeping with Spanish style, red and 
white sangrias are also offered. 

“It’s important to do a really good 
sangria, says Brownson, who found 
most of the sangria around town too 
sweet. “There’s not an ounce of sugar 
and we macerate the fruit early. We 
actually add a little salt and sherry.” 

By opening the Commissary, the 
Presidio Trust aims to honor the 
Presidio’s history while taking the 
park in a new direction. A Gateway to 
the Presidio project is in the works, 
which plans to connect the area with 
Crissy Field and eventually lead to 
an invigorated area with a number of 
new ventures. 

“The best way to welcome people 
is to give them food and drink,” says 
Craig Middleton, executive director 
of the Presidio Trust. “We wanted to 
partner with one of the best chefs we 
could find, and who else than Traci 
would you want to start a restaurant 
with in San Francisco?” 


The Commissary 


101 Montgomery, 561-3600, 
thecommissarysf.com. 
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with a breezy, tropical theme. The consulting chef 
is Gayle Pirie of Foreign Cinema, and there's a 
machine that makes frozen daiquiris in flavors 
like prickly pear. 2032 Union, 400-4355, palm- 
housesf.com. 

Red Dog: New SOMA spot from II Cane Rosso’s Lauren 
Kiino has a casual, all-day menu as well as a full 
bar for the post-work tech crowd. Yes, her famous 
warm egg salad sandwich and deviled-ham Scotch 
egg are on the menu. 303 Second St. Plaza, 692- 
0211, reddogrestaurant.com. 

Ume: Plum in Oakland has been transformed into 
Ume, a Japanese-inspired restaurant with Brett 
Cooper (most recently of Outerlands) at the 
helm. Daniel Patterson, who owns the joint, 
says Cooper will stay for a few months before 
he opens anew spot with the restaurant group in 
the city. 2214 Broadway, Oakland, (510) 444-7586, 
umeoakland.com. 
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Original 
"Irish Coffee" 
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Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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Still Matters 


EL TORO 
598 VALENCIA ST. 
@ 17" STREET 


431-3391 


PANCHO VILLA 
3071 16TH ST. 
) @ VALENCIA ST. 


FUE: 864-8840 
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in Laurel Heights newest hot spot 


3415 California Street (at Laurel St.) FREE PARKING IN REAR 
Open daily 1lam-9:30pm | Beer & Wine | Take-out | Catering 
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Join Us for LIVE Wa V4 ee KS Wednesday Every spelt 


GIFT CARD 


Valid one per customer. Minimum of $15 purchase. 
Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 6/25/14. 
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Dine In 
Our Restaurant 






Stay For A Show 


Located in the 
Fillmore District 


Woarki-Class lave Muse 
+ Michelin Rated Jopanucse Cuisine 
ere rrreeeeree 


1550 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 
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SIOMMYS 





THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S 


| Sh 
"Her BEST PLACE TO DRINK 


A SAN FRANCISCO TRADITION 
FOR OVER 60 YEARS! 


IS" HOUR OF PARKING 


FREE @ AMC 





Chih. 


Aleve ats] MAMetsh ic 


Simple . Fresh . Delicious 


a. 
A 


Banh Mi. Vermicelll 
Rice Plates . Salads 
OF 1 KV alate! 


Eat In - Take Out - Catering 
309 6th Ave @ Clement 


415-876-0283 
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building an 


animal-friendly 


|| 3930 Judah 
x 415.661.7478 
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a vegetarian cooperative 


www.otheravenues.coop 














KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE + DIM SUM == 











Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 


Dumplings \ 

Pot Stickers >, — , 

Won Ton N ¢ 
le 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 
FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 


Pancakes 





nim ~WWW.kingofchinesedumpling.com ini 


KING OF NOODLES 


—  Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


PULL SERVICE CVBAN RESTAURANT 


LOC ALL GROWN @ SOURCES PRODULTS 


ALITRENTIC AWD MODES CUBAN CLERINE 
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Cocktails 
Too Hip to 
Be Square 


By Lou Bustamante 


Like everything else, cock- 
tails travel in cycles. Drinks that were 
once standards at your grandparents’ 
and great-grandparents’ house be- 
came the darlings of the craft cocktail 
revival, while the drinks your parents 
enjoyed, became the pariahs. But in 
recent years, drinks from the ’70s 
and ’80s have finally started getting a 
well-deserved makeover. 

Claire Sprouse at The Square (in 
the old Washington Square Bar & 
Grill space), was inspired by Rom 
Fimrite’s The Square: The Story of 
a Saloon to create a menu that is- 
sues a pardon and gives new life 
to those maligned cocktails. “The 
book outlines the drinking culture 
in our restaurant space throughout 
the 70s and ’80s, and served as in- 
spiration for our cocktail list,” says 
Sprouse. 

Drinks like the tall, refreshing, 
and tart take on the Tequila Sunrise 
($10, tequila, cr€me de cassis, Cam- 
pari, lemon) show the impact that 
small improvements can make toa 
recipe. Sprouse says that she rede- 
signed the drink to be a little more 
whimsical, but still approachable. 
“[The Tequila Sunrise] is an easily 
recognizable cocktail, but updated 
with fresh, quality ingredients that 
anyone from our longtime North 
Beach neighbors, visiting tourists, 
S.F. foodies, and art school kids 
can appreciate, explains Sprouse. 
“Oh, and it’s fun. Cocktails should 
always be fun!” 

Her version was inspired by the 
recipe used at the Trident in Sau- 
salito during the heyday (where the 
drink was purported to have been 
invented), different from the more 
common version where grenadine 
takes the place of the cassis. As a 
bonus, Sprouse says, “the Rolling 
Stones even went on record as hav- 
ing their first Tequila Sunrise there, 
and Ill take their albeit hazy ver- 
sion of history over most, any day.” 

The menu revisits new-old 
classics like the Appletini, White 
Russian, and a delicious twist on 
the Harvey Wallbanger, the Freddy 
Fudpucker ($12, mezcal, Italian 
bitters, vanilla, orange, lemon). 
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COSPORATE & PRIVATE EVENTS AVAR ARES The mezcal and vanilla make for a 
carefree drink, and like the Tequila 
Sunrise, worthy of enjoying with 
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DEEP THOUGHTS IN A CIGAR BAR 


Up in Smoke 


The first cigar I ever smoked 
was in Havana, where I bought Cohi- 
bas on the black market from the fac- 
tory guards. I fell in love, but had to 
keep it a long-distance relationship: 
Smoking too much hurts my singing 
voice, and that’s a price I will not pay. 
“Tve always wanted to be a fictional 
character,” I told a friend recently. 
“Instead of a real person.” 

“I think you pretty much are,” 
she replied. “You’ve achieved it.” 

Later that night I could smell the 
Occidental Cigar Club a block away. 

Those really expecting a “club” 
will be disappointed by the Occi- 
dental — it’s a small, dark box of a 
room. A humidor of men. 

There are women at the Occi- 
dental, but not many. A sign in the 
bathroom reminds ladies to “leave 
the seat in the proper position.” 

I walked in, sat at the bar, 
and waited so long that 
I began to wonder if 
it was self-service. 
Eventually the bar- 
tender, Kurt, came 
over, from where 
he'd been taking 
his time with oth- 
er customers. He 
made me a Man- 
hattan. He filled it 
right up to the rim, 


and it was delicious. /' 8 


BENJAMIN 
WACHS 
and walked away from 


I asked him to pair 
a cigar with it. Told 
him I like them flavorful 
but lighter. 

“You like ’em lighter,” he 
acknowledged. 

“But flavorful.” 

He scowled. “All my cigars are 
flavorful.” 

I admitted I’m a novice, and he 
gave me some tips for getting the 
most out of the cigar he brought 
— Dominican tobacco rolled in 
Tennessee. It was perfect. A minute 
later, I was in heaven. The bar even 
seemed brighter. 

Connecting with people at cigar 
bars is easy as breathing. You're 
part of a club just by being there, 
and they welcome their own. I got 
into a long riff with a couple of guys 
from a start-up, trading stories 
about cigars from Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, and Cuba. 

Then we told stories about 
drunken nights of excess — the 
things we and our friends have 
done that have made people de- 
cide to get their lives together and 
say “no more” — andI noticed a 
strange pattern. Everybody else’s 
stories involved people getting 
hurt, sometimes terribly: beaten 
down, relationships ruined, oppor- 
tunities lost. But not my stories. My 
binges usually have a happy ending 
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— aconnection was made or a load 
was lightened or a journey begun. 

Weird. 

This had never occurred to me 
before, and I have no explanation. 
Is that luck? A social skill? Some- 
thing I was born with? Something | 
learned to do over time? The result 
of trying to turn myself into a fic- 
tional character? I remember that 
in a small hotel in Belgium I once 
drank more than I could handle and 
collapsed, then woke up because I 
was talking to myself in the second 
person. Words tumbled out of my 
mouth: “You have no idea,” I told 
me, “just how much effort we make 
to keep you safe.” 

I didn’t know how to respond. 

My friend, whom Id been talking 
with earlier that day, has an amaz- 
ing daughter. She’s a character from 
a fairy tale, possessed of the kind 
of beauty that is impossible in or- 
dinary people, uncanny artistic tal- 

ents, and the disposition of 
a shy-but-whimsical elf. 
She was born out of a 
storybook, naturally 
a fictional character 
while I worked so 
hard to become 
one, and over the 
last two years she 
tried to kill herself 
twice. 
And here I am, 
smoking cigars, 
ve" laughing about 
times on the edge 
when I was her age 


the roughest of landings. 
I don’t know how that hap- 
pens. I think I should. Was I pro- 
tected by the fact that I had to 
work at it while she’s a natural? Or 
are we just characters from very 
different stories? 

Regulars came in and bantered 
with Kurt as he poured me an 18- 
year version of the first single malt 
I ever drank, back in Scotland. He 
matched it with a Padron 1926. I 
laughed with the start-up boys as 
we told bigger and bigger stories. 

Beautifully buzzed, I knew it was 
time to stop. As Kurt brought me 
the bill I asked him: “Much as I love 
this, let’s admit that it’s all poison. 
How do you manage spending so 
much time around poison?” 

“It’s pure tobacco, 100 percent. 
Nothing added,” he said. “It’s not 
poison.” 

Is that true? 

I don’t believe him. I think that 
some of us are just better at han- 
dling the poisons we love. 


Occidental Cigar Club 


471 Pine, 834-0485, 
occidentalcigarclub.com. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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we «$3 OO sstice 


509 VALENCIA ST @ 16TH | (415) 255-1303 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 


WINNER OF 
BEST BURRITO 
2007-2013 


3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
415-970-8815 

1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC 
415-776-0106 


WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM 
WWW.TWITTER.COM/PAPALOTESALSA 
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That Cutsine 


DINE-IN « TAKE OUT + DELIVERY 
Open ‘TiLL tam Every Pay! 


SUNSET 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347 

Try Our Secret Menu 


UNION SQUARE 
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121 


~ 


GILBERTH'S; =. 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


2427 3rd St, SF 
415-913-7163 


Monday-Saturday 
dam—3spm* & 5:30pm—-10pm 
*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 
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WED Faniimesaic 


LOVE IN THE CLUB: 


A Dating Game show 
with your hosts 


AUSTIN BAUM & JEN SNYDER 
plus DJ POWER SUIT 


#58 AFROLICIOUS 


'aii fms 7 year Anniversary & Closing Party 


6/5 & 6/6 AEROLICIOUS 


9:30PM 
$10-15 [LIVE BAND 
with DJs/Hosts 


PLEASUREMAKER & 


NAPPY G., IZZY WISE, 
WILL MAGID 
RESIDENT PERCUSSIONISTS 


and more 
Spinning 60s Soul 45s 


SATURDAY NIGHT 
SOUL PARTY 


with DJs 
LUCKY, PAUL PAUL, 
and PHENGREN OSWALD 


$5 discount in semi-formal attire 


SUN 
DUB MISSION presents 


tbe the best in dub, roots reggae & 


dancehall with DJ SEP 
& DJ BESET (North Bay) 


KIWI TIME, 


BACHELORS OF FINE ARTS (nyc), 
THE YOUNGER LOVERS, GREG HOY 


BOMBSHELL BETTY 
& HER BURLESQUETEERS 


A New Dance Party with Resident DJs 


PLEASUREMAKER & IZZY WISE 
special guest CITIZEN ZAIN 


ii Porreta Forro Nights presents 


ey, (FESTA JUNINA 


10PM |,. 
$10 Live Forro from 


DONA FRANCISCA; 


plus resident DJs 


LUCIO K & CARIOCA 


UPCOMING 


SAT 6/14 TORMENTA TROPICAL 


SUN 6/15 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP, 
MR. LUCKY 
MON 6/16 2PAC BDAY PARTY 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
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“PEOPLE ARE LISTENING TO MY SONGS 300 TO 1,000 TIMES A MONTH, AND | GET $2.” 


Swimming Against the Stream 


By Ian S. Port 


The cops were getting lots 
of calls. Drivers were worried. There 
was a woman walking down the road 
— the narrow part of Highway 1, just 
north of L.A. And she was pushing a 
baby carriage. 

When the cops found her, it 
turned out she was not a crazy per- 
son. She wasn’t even a mother. 

She was a musician on a mission. 

The woman was Suzana Barbaro- 
sa, a longtime Vancouver singer and 
leader of the band Lumanova, who 
had lately become fed up with the 
state of the music industry. She’d 
had it with the paltry amounts paid 
to songwriters and performers by 
streaming services like Spotify. She'd 
had it with our culture’s preference 
for glamorizing starving artists in- 
stead of paying them decently. 

Barbarosa was so fed up with the 
music business that she decided to 
walk some 400 miles, from Los An- 
geles to the Google campus in Moun- 
tain View, to publicize what she sees 
as an existential threat to the world’s 
independent musicians. 

And she did it with no money. 

Barbarosa brought a sleeping bag, 
clothes, a sleeping pad, a laptop, 
some video gear, and food. All of 
that went in the baby carriage, which 
ended up weighing about 85 pounds, 
and which, by last Friday, Barbarosa 
had pushed all the way from Venice 
Beach to Mountain View. 

It was not easy. Some days she 
walked 20 miles. She slept by the 
side of the road when no one offered 


» s- ~—- <a ; 
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her shelter. But she got her message 
— “Walk Miles for Music,” written 
on the front cover of the carriage — 
out to thousands. She stopped run- 
ners who were listening to Pandora 
and Spotify, and told them about the 
services’ infinitesimal payments to 
content creators. She proselytized to 
the people who offered her shelter, 
many of whom had no idea that the 
ultra-convenient music services they 
use are, as Barbarosa sees it, hollow- 
ing out what remains of a musicians’ 
middle class. The cops in Lompoc 
asked Barbarosa what her trip was 
about, just so they could explain it 
to the drivers calling to fret about 

a woman pushing a baby carriage 
down the side of the highway. 


Barbarosa is one of a growing 
number of musicians and music pro- 
fessionals who regard the prevailing 
situation in their industry with a mix 
of terror and outrage. As they see it, 
the great promise of the Internet — 
interaction between fan and artist un- 
mediated by recording corporations or 
mainstream media — has given way to 
a virtual sweatshop in which every- 
body gets paid except the people who 
actually make the music. 

Much of that has to do with 
streaming services like Spotify, 
Rdio, and Beats Music, which are 
ascendant at the moment. They offer 
subscribers access to a universe of 
music for a few dollars per month — 
or nothing at all, if the listeners sit 
through a few ads. For the consum- 
er, this means millions of songs at 
the launch of an app, and, depending 
on the service, pre-built playlists 
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the road. 





to listen to, sometimes along with 
sophisticated algorithms that an- 
ticipate what to play based on your 
individual tastes. 

These companies are growing: 
Spotify, the Swedish service that 
launched in the U.S. in 2011, an- 
nounced late last month that it had 
reached 10 million paying subscrib- 
ers worldwide. (If you include those 
who listen to the free, ad-supported 
version, Spotify now has 40 million 
listeners.) Meanwhile, Beats Music, 
the Spotify competitor started earli- 
er this year by record executive Jim- 
my Iovine and hip-hop headphone 
magnate Dr. Dre, was acquired last 
week by Apple for $3 billion. The 
press release announcing the sale 
strongly hinted that for Apple, the 
target of the purchase was the Beats 
streaming service (along with Iovine 
and Dre), rather than the head- 
phone business. 

But if these products seem a 
fantastic value for consumers, they 
represent a terrible deal for artists 
— especially smaller ones. Royalties 
paid per stream of a song routinely 
extend to the hundred-thousandth 
of a cent in the case of YouTube, 
which is the world’s largest music 
streaming site, and the worst of- 
fender in terms of royalty rates. An 
artist that gets 1 million streams on 
YouTube would average a meager 
$1,750, according to the Trichordist, 
a site covering the digital music in- 
dustry. The same success on Spotify 
would pay only $5,210; its average 
per-stream payment is $0.00521. 

At the high end of the spectrum, an 
artist with a million streams on Goo- 


gle’s Play service can expect to make 
$45,730 — a modest year’s salary 
for a feat few will ever accomplish. 

The mechanisms behind these 
payments are incredibly complex, 
giving the companies behind them 
many ways to redirect responsibility. 
(Much of the responsibility does lie 
with record labels, which set how 
much of their streaming revenues 
go to the artists.) But the outcome is 
universally simple: not much money 
for musicians. “People are listening 
to my songs 300 to 1,000 times a 
month, and I get $2,” Barbarosa says. 
“It’s horrible. It’s shameful. I’ve been 
dong this for 13 years, and I feel like 
I have to choose between doing my 
art or having a family.” 


One of the inspirations for Bar- 
barosa’s walk was Unsound, an in-prog- 
ress documentary about “how 
musicians and creators survive in the 
age of free,’ by San Francisco record 
producer Mikael “Count” Eldridge. The 
film follows artists like Tycho, Rhett 
Miller, Jurassic Five, Zoe Keating, and 
others as they struggle to survive in 
the world of online micropayments 
and evaporating record sales. 

Eldridge first envisioned the 
project during the much-mocked 
Metallica-Napster legal wars, which 
he says frightened musicians into 
sliencing their objections to piracy. 
When an album he worked on was 
nominated for a Grammy, but he 
couldn't afford a ticket to the awards 
ceremony, Eldridge paired his life 
savings with an online crowdfunding 
campaign to begin making Unsound. 

He was at first agnostic toward 
streaming services, but has since 
come to believe that they are severe- 
ly harming musicians and others 
who work on records. 

“They’re not only not paying a liv- 
ing amount [to artists], but they’re 
dishonest about it,” Eldridge says. 
Spotify often defends its royalty 
payments by saying that when the 
service acquires more paying users, 
artists will earn more money. Eldrige 
dismisses this as a lie, basically “a 
ponzi scheme.” 

“It’s not about building a sus- 
tainable business,” he says. “It’s not 
about offering a valuable or even a 
valid service. It’s about who can get 
the most eyeballs.” 

Eldridge is not alone in these 
criticisms. Artists like Thom Yorke 
and David Byrne have railed against 
streaming services for mak- >>p42 
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ing it harder for lesser-known musi- 
cians to earn a living, among other 
things. But the services also count 
defenders among the music com- 
munity, like Billy Bragg and former 
Gang of Four bassist Dave Allen, who 
argue that they give fans unparal- 
leled access to music, and — at least 
for customers who pay — represent 
an increase in what a casual listener 
spends on music per year over what 
they spent at the height of the CD 
era. (A Spotify subscription costs 
$120 a year; in 1999, prior to the 
collapse of the recording industry, 
the average consumer spent about 
$64 a year on music, purchasing 
roughly six CDs.) 

But the most imposing argument 
in favor of streaming services is their 
essential popularity: the fact that 
they provide a way — other than pi- 
racy — to meet the demands of con- 
sumers who grew up thinking music 
was basically free. 

Barbarosa and Eldridge are not 
persuaded by this. The latter com- 
pares the music business to the mar- 
kets for free-trade coffee or respon- 
sibly manufactured clothing — both 
products for which consumers were 
eventually convinced to pay more 
after being educated about the ex- 
ploitation of their creators. Eldridge 
wants to see streaming services like 
Spotify disappear completely in favor 
of a model in which fans stream and 
purchase music directly from artists 
through their websites — sort of an 
online farmers market for songs. 


That is probably not going to hap- 
pen anytime soon, even if his cam- 
paign to educate consumers about the 
predicament of mid-level musicians 
succeeds. But there may yet be an- 
other, deeper flaw with the mu- 
sic-streaming business: Even with 10 
million subscribers, Spotify cannot 
turn a profit. It and other streaming 
services must pay 60-70 percent of 
their revenues to the record labels that 
own the songs they stream. The best 
hope for Spotify and its ilk to become 
self-supporting is to grow so large that 
the leftover revenues will cover over- 
head, payroll, and a profit. 

It’s unclear whether any one 
streaming site can achieve this, es- 
pecially in such a crowded market. 
And if it is possible, that doesn’t 
mean the investors who currently 
keep Spotify and others afloat will 
wait around long enough for it to 
happen. (Apple, however, would 
seem to be able to afford to do just 
that with Beats.) 

So it may be that nothing about 
the current streaming economy is 
sustainable: neither the royalties 
paid to artists, nor the business 
model of the streaming services. 
But if there’s one thing we can be 
sure of in the Internet-era music 
business, it’s that nothing stays the 
same for long. 
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A Wicked 
Goodbye 


By Derek Opperman 


Rave culture in San Francisco 
owes a lot to the Wicked Crew. The 
group of four British expats arrived in 
the Bay Area in the early ’90s, and 
brought with them the carefree spirit 
and attitude of English rave culture. 
Their parties through the ’90s and ’00s 
helped to set the tone and style at the 
core of the city’s underground night- 
life. They mixed bubbling acid house, 
hedonistic rare disco, and Balearic 
cheesiness with a madcap psychedelic 
edge and funky breakbeat samples. 
Though no longer a regular fixture on 
the scene, every year the crew recon- 
venes for an anniversary party. This 
year’s will be the 23rd incarnation — 
but it also carries a somber note. 
Thomas Bullock, one of the four origi- 
nal Wicked DJs, has decided to perma- 
nently hang up his headphones and 
end his long career as a selector. This 
year's Wicked Reunion party will be 
his last gig in San Francisco. 

Bullock was always the wild card 
of the group, with roots stretching 
back to the early days of English rave 
culture. In the 80s, he was a part of 
the renegade Tonka Soundsystem 
— acrew that counted DJ Harvey as 
one of its members. His reputation 
has always been of an unpredictable 
selector: A typical set might feature 
a roughshod jumble that jumps 
through NYC garage classics, obscure 
Italian disco, hypnotic progressive 
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house, and then strange stuff like 
disco versions of Glenn Miller 
Orchestra's “Sing, Sing, Sing,” or 
soundtrack music that’s eerily close 
to the theme from Hawaii Five-0. 
Making all that somehow work has 
been Bullock’s unique gift. As with 
his Wicked compatriots, it’s often 
very difficult to tell exactly what 
song is playing; the only defining 
feature, beyond obscurity, is quality. 
So why is he leaving? The answer 
is simple enough: “I no longer like 
loud music and crowded spaces,” 
he tells SF Weekly. Bullock’s desire 
to share unusual records has been 
supplanted by a passion for mezcal, 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


We Are Monsters presents Inhalt 

at Underground SF, 10 p.m Friday, 

June 6. $10-$20; undergroundsf.com 
Though originally rooted in disco, We Are 
Monsters has since branched out into 
darker territory. Case in point is its latest 
party at Underground SF featuring Inhalt, 
a raw outfit that's not quite house or 
techno, but explores the primitive ‘80s 
undercurrents beneath each. Expect dark 
electronics and gothic vibes in an 
environment tuned for partying. 


As You Like It presents DBX at Monarch 
9 p.m. Friday, June 6. $10-$20; 
monarchsf.com 

Techno has become quite a buzzword in the 
past year. Despite its recent popularity, the 
form has been practiced by certain people 
for years. One of those artists is Daniel Bell 
(aka DBX), whose particularly looped-up, 
futuristic, and rugged take on the sound 
has been a staple since the late ‘80s. His DJ 
sets draw on decades of experience, 
serving up a pure example of techno in its 
original Detroit-derived incarnation. 


Surface Tension presents Container at 
Mercer, 9 p.m. Saturday, June 7. 


Thomas 
Bullock 


g* 


the smoky Mexican spirit, which he 
sources and imports under the name 
Spirit Bear Mezcals in London. “I 
want to take mezcal everywhere like 
I do my records and turn people on, 
connect em to something great, 
handmade with culture, to blow 
their minds,” he says. And if he’s 

as successful in mezcal as he’s been 
with records, there’s quite a bit to 
look forward to. 


with 
arkie 
Mighty 
10p.m. Saturday, Fi ae $25; 

mighty119.com 


Wicked 23rd Anniversar 
Thomas, Garth, Jen6, = 


$12-$20; mercersf.com 

S.F. was long a house town, but no longer. 
Techno Is ascendant, and Surface Tension 
is one of the parties responsible for the 
shift. Though it’s new, the event has been 
behind some of the most idiosyncratic 
bookings in the city, like this month's 
party featuring Container and Young 
Male, two rugged and noisy European per- 
formers whose sound is custom-tailored 
for long nights on dark-hued dancefloors. 


Honey Soundsystem presents Steffi at 
Public Works, 9 p.m. Saturday, June 7. 
$10-$15; publicsf.com 

Berghain. Say that word and techno fans 
get lightheaded. It's the hyper-exclusive 
Berlin club that operates at the center of 
the contemporary techno universe. But 
despite its affiliations with all things 
booming, hedonistic, and hypnotic, it 
also houses Panorama Bar, a side room 
dedicated to all strains of avant-garde 
house. Steffi is a resident of this second 
room, and her house style is as bleed- 
ing-edge as the techno in the main room, 
with atmosphere, depth, and melody 
fused together into a thoroughly modern 
whole. 
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Tyg WEDNESDAY 6/18 - SATURDAY 6/21 FROM TOTALLY BIASED AND 
‘2 FROM NBC’S THE OFFICE AND LETTERMAN! COMEDY UNDERGROUND W /DAVE ATTELL 
MIKE E. WINFIELD LOUIS KATZ 


GEOFF TATE, KASEEM BENTLEY DOOGIE HORNER, JOE NGUYEN 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF © TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF  PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM © ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
188 OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVEAND SUBJECTTO CHANGE® CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW 
© 


US ON 


1WSLNI> 
CSPTIFIES 
tr) ‘ 


THURSDAY 6/5 
NEW FACES SHOWCASE 
SUNDAY 6/8 
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COMEDY SHOW 


With Victor Perez! 
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FRIDAY 6/6 - 
SATURDAY 6/7 
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AND DAMIEN LEMON 
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THURSDAY 6/26 - SUNDAY 6/29 


TYLER 
BARKER [iu 


From Archer and The Talk! 
From Flight of the Conchords! a’. 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum ¢ 18 & older with valid ID 


915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 
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Stayin’ Alive 


By Adrian Rodriguez 
The members of bluesy S.F. 


rock outfit Down and Outlaws refuse 
to ignore the negative talk about the 
current tech boom andits effects on 
the local music scene. Vocalist Peter 
Danzig pays $400 a month to live ina 
closet in bandmate Kyle Luck’s apart- 
ment, just so he can contribute to 
the dialogue. 

“Rent is always going to be ex- 
pensive for musicians who live in 
cities. That’s nothing new,’ Danzig 
says. ‘Everybody is always going to 
be a product of the times. It’s about 
figuring it out.” 

Down and Outlaws haven’t com- 
pletely figured it out, but they’re 
adapting. The band emerged in 
2012 from a scene of starry-eyed 
musicians at San Francisco State 
University. Each member moved to 
San Francisco for school and music 
— or, rather, they went to school in 
San Francisco so they could pursue 
music. “The only [acceptance letter] 
I cared about was the one from S.F. 
State, because that meant I could 
come to San Francisco,’ says Luck, 
who's originally from Santa Cruz. 
“S.F. State allowed me a reason to 
move out here and pursue my 
actual goal.” 

Down and Outlaws play straight- 
forward gritty rock with a presenta- 
tion devoid of theatrics. The band’s 
sole release, the 2013 EP Backwards 
From the Dead, starts with the west- 
ern-sounding “Burning Off,” which 
follows in the steps of the Brian 
Jonestown Massacre: A harmonica 
melody weaves through a tambou- 
rine and kick-drum section, building 
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to guitar leads that evoke imagery of 
pole dancers in a sleazy, red-lit room. 
Other songs, like “Took a Ride,” move 
in the vein of Black Rebel Motorcycle 
Club, with all the intensity you'd ex- 
pect of a band trying to carve a place 
for itself in the S.F. music scene. 

“Rock ’n’ roll is not a sound. It’s 
an attitude.” Those are the opening 
lines of Down and Outlaws’ bio — 
and, appropriately, a summation of 
each member’s demeanor. In per- 
son, guitarist Luck, drummer Jon 
Carr, bassist Chris Danzig, and his 
younger brother and vocalist, Peter 
Danzig, speak with a nonchalance 
that’s as blunt as their music. As for 
the title of this weekend’s Not Dead 
Yet fest, Down and Outlaws mean 
it to be a little tongue-in-cheek. 
“It’s just to raise an eyebrow and to 
get attention — because that’s the 
point,” Peter says. The bandmem- 
bers recognize that San Francisco is 
changing, and with that change also 
comes shifts in its arts culture. But 
with Not Dead Yet, the band hopes 
to shed positive light on the city’s 
music community. 

The inaugural event, presented 
by local music blog the Bay Bridged 
along with Down and Outlaws, 
boasts a lineup of nine Bay Area 
up-and-comers: Annie Girl and 
the Flight, an experimental indie 
outfit with entrancing melodies; the 
folk-pop five-piece Bonnie and the 
Bang Bang; and psych-pop rockers 
Cellar Doors, among others. The 
fest also features one special guest 
performing under the moniker 
Theee Rock Wolfz. 

“These bands are the people that 
are here doing what they love,” 


Down and Outlaws 


Carr says of the lineup. “It’s not 
that they’ve been overlooked. It’s 
that you can’t get rid of the music, 
regardless of the change in the city. 
It’s a battle cry.” 

Like Down and Outlaws, psych- 
pop group Down Dirty Shake 
moved to San Francisco for the mu- 
sic scene in 2010. The band mem- 
bers grew up together and founded 
the group in Merced in 2005. “This 
is our home, where we want to cre- 
ate a scene, guitarist Kyle DeMar- 
tini says. With musicians fleeting 
the city, he sees the market as wide 
open: “It’s like, ‘Oh shit, maybe it’s 
our time to shine.” 

Luck explains that every band 
playing the festival either calls 
the Bay Area home or has a strong 
local following. Bonnie and the 
Bang Bang are an S.F. outfit that’s 
taken up residency in L.A. for a few 
months. Strange Vine is from Fres- 
no, but performs in S.F. so often 
that many think it’s local. With this 
fest, Luck hopes that bands from 
other genres and communities will 
spin off their own festivals, building 
a more unified Bay Area scene. 

“On the ground level, not every- 
one is feeling negative,” Chris Dan- 
zig says. “So it’s just us trying to 
change the way of thinking. Let’s do 
something to show that this is our 
home, we're going to be here, and 
our scene is fucking awesome.” 


Not Dead Yet Fest 


With Down and Outlaws, Ash Reiter, 
Cellar Doors, Down Dirty Shake, 
and more. 1 p.m. Saturday, June 7, 
at Thee Parkside. $10; 
theeparkside.com. 
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CALIFORNIA MUSIC AND CULTURE ASSOCIATION’S 
SUMMER INDUSTRY MIXER & MINI-WORKSHOP 
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MAKERS ON MINT s8 MINT PLAZA | 5:30 PM | 21+ 
FREE TO INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS 


A CMAC MINI-WORKSHOP 


"TAKING SECURITY SERIOUSLY; WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
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UT 
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JOIN TODAY: 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
Sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (225 Bush 
St. 17th, Floor, S.F,CA 94104). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 6/4 


Brit Floyd: 8 p.m., $39.50-$62. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, San Francisco. 

Dar Williams: W/ Lucy Wainwright Roche, 8 p.m., 
$26. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

Oakland's Got Talent 2014: 7 p.m., $25-$100. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 
S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Charles Dutoit 
and featured pianist Kirill Gerstein, 8 p.m., 
$15-$156. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 

San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 6/5 


Concerts in the Redwood Grove: Meklit Hadero: 
5:30 p.m., $23-$25. University of California 
Botanical Garden, 200 Centennial, Berkeley. 

Jason Moran with Imani Winds: 7:30 p.m., $30- 
$40. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Joan Osborne: W/ The Holmes Brothers, 7 p.m., 
$35-$45. Jewish Community Center of San 
Francisco, 3200 California, San Francisco. 

Yandel: 8 p.m., $45-$58 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 6/6 


Black Label Society: W/ Devil You Know, Butcher 
Babies, 8 p.m., $29-$35. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Jason Moran with Charles Lloyd: 7:30 p.m., $30- 
$70. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Marcus Cohen & The Congress: W/ Andy Allo, Will 
Weston, 9 p.m., $15-$20. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Mustache Harbor: 9 p.m., $22. Bimbo's 365 Club, 
1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 

OneRepublic: W/ The Script, American Authors, 7 
p.m., $23-$96.90 advance. Shoreline Amphithe- 
atre, 1 Amphitheatre, Mountain View. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Charles Dutoit 
and featured pianist Kirill Gerstein, 8 p.m., 
$15-$156. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

tUnE-yArDs: W/ Sylvan Esso, 9 p.m., $25-$36 ad- 
vance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 7 


Bay Choral Guild: Poet's Corner: 8 p.m., $5- 
$25. St. Gregory's Church, 500 De Haro, San 
Francisco. 

Chanticleer: Russian Dreams: 8 p.m., $20-$50. 
Mission Dolores, 3321 16th St., San Francisco. 

Chipotle Cultivate Festival 2014: W/ music by 
Neon Trees, Andrew McMahon, Charli XCX, 
Smallpools, and DJ Christopher Golub, plus 
chef demos, food exhibits, more, 11 a.m.-7 p.m., 
free. Golden Gate Park, Hellman Hollow, John F. 
Kennedy (at 30th Ave.), San Francisco. 

Grillin’ in the ‘Mo: W/ Freddie Hughes, 12-5 p.m., 
free. Hamilton Recreation Center, 1900 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Jason Moran & Bandwagon: W/ live skateboarding, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$35. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, 
San Francisco. 

Jazz@YBCA: Mentors & Mavericks: W/ Myra 
Melford & Ben Goldberg, 5:30 p.m., $10. Yerba 


WEDNESDAY 6/4 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Little Hurricane, Lincoln Durham, Fritz Montana, 
9 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Marble Mouth with Reed Mathis, Sean Leahy Trio, 
8 p.m., $5. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. Genitorturers, 
DJs Decay & Shatter, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Sweat Lodge, BFA, 
Talk of Shamans, 8 p.m., $5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Barbarian 
Nursery, Jet Trash, The Laughs, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Trans 


Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission, 
San Francisco. 

Les Claypool’s Duo de Twang: W/ Reformed 
Whores, 9 p.m., $38. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Meshuggah: W/ Between the Buried and Me, 8 
p.m., $35-$37. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

Not Dead Yet Fest: W/ Strange Vine, Annie Girl 
& The Flight, Ash Reiter, Cellar Doors, Down & 
Outlaws, Lee Gallagher & The Hallelujah, Down 
Dirty Shake, Bonnie & The Bang Bang, Joshua 
Cook & The Key of Now, more, 1p.m., $10. Thee 
Parkside, 1600 17th St., San Francisco. 

OminoDay in the Park: W/ Bayonics, Patwah, Loco 
Bloco, Palos Verdes, Papa Joe, MykeOne, Jah 
Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, Sake One, Sean G, more, 
10 a.m., free. Jerry Garcia Amphitheater, 45 
Shelly, San Francisco. 

OneRepublic: W/ The Script, American Authors, 7 
p.m., $27.50-$120.80 advance. Concord Pavilion, 
2000 Kirker Pass, Concord. 

San Francisco Boys Chorus: Mozart Madness: 
2 p.m., $20-$40. Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
2515 Fillmore, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Charles Dutoit 
and featured pianist Kirill Gerstein, 8 p.m., 
$15-$156. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

tUnE-yArDs: W/ The Seshen, 9 p.m., $25-$36 ad- 
vance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 6/8 


Haight-Ashbury Street Fair 2014: W/ Sweet Water 
Black, It’s a Beautiful Day, The Mark Nelsen 
Band, Tony Saunders, The Love Dimension, 
Lee Gallagher & The Hallelujah, Dangermaker, 
El Radio Fantastique, No Exit, Inferno of Joy, 
more, 11 a.m., free. Haight-Ashbury, Haight, 
San Francisco. 

Jason Moran & Bandwagon: W/ live skateboard- 
ing, 4 p.m., $25-$35. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin, San Francisco. 

KMEL Summer Jam: W/ Kendrick Lamar, Kid Ink, 
T-Pain, Sage the Gemini, Tinashe, YG, Rayven 
Justice, Rico Love, 7 p.m., $23.75-$147.45 
advance. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland. 

Logic: W/ QuESt, Castro, 8 p.m., $22.50-$32.50 ad- 
vance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Pocket Opera: The Pearl Fishers: 2 p.m., $42 
advance. Florence Gould Theater at the Legion 
of Honor, 100 34th Ave., San Francisco. 


MONDAY 6/9 


An Homage to La Cage: Tribute to composer Jerry 
Herman with Lee Roy Reams & Davis Gaines, 
7 p.m., $50-$500. The Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro, San Francisco. 

Left Coast Chamber Ensemble: Left Coast Sum- 
mer Reading: 8 p.m., $15-$30. San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, 50 Oak, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 6/10 


Eels: W/ Chelsea Wolfe (acoustic), 8 p.m., $37.50- 
$50 advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: Show Boat: 7:30 p.m., $24-$379. 
War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 
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Am, Golden Void, Death Cheetah, 8 p.m., $13-$15. 
Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Lemme Adams, 
Tino Drima, Mad Moiselles, 8 p.m., $5. 
Slim's: 333 llth St., San Francisco. The Damned, Koffin 
Kats, Stellar Corpses, 8 p.m., $30. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Bane, 
Turnstile, Take Offense, Let It Burn, 8 p.m., $13. 
Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
KSAN Jive 95 Reunion Concert, California Historical 
Radio Society and Bay Area Radio Hall of Fame 
benefit with Big Brother & The Holding Company, 
Country Joe McDonald, Lydia Pense & Cold Blood 
with Rick Stevens, Imperial Messenger Service, Sal 

Valentino, more, 8 p.m., $49-$150. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “BroMance: A 
Night Out for the Fellas,” 9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage-A- 
Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 
p.m., $7-$10. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Electro Pop 
Rocks,” 18+ dance night with Flinch, 9 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Housepitality,”” w/ 
Rick Wade, Joe Babylon, Miguel Solari, Mozhgan, 
9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?,” w/ 
resident DJ Tisdale and guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Advance,” w/ 
Gods Robots, Rubix, Adept, Tchphnx, Ricky Switch, 
Joe Mousepad, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘Booty Call," w/ 
Juanita More, Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Made in 
Heights, DJs Teeko & Cutso, 8:30 p.m., $12. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Johnnyswim, 
9 p.m., $20-$25. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Nest, 
Becca Richardson, Nova Noir, 8 p.m., $9. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Jeanie & 
Chuck's Bluegrass Country Jam, First Wednesday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Cat's 
Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Nick Rossi Trio, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Sandor Moss Jazz Quintet featuring Brian Ho, 8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m.., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30- 
11:30 p.m., $5. 

Union Square Park: 333 Post, San Francisco. Manring/ 
Kassin/Burr, 12:30 p.m., free; Dalliance, 6 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Gary Monheit & Dan Krimm Duo, in Yoshi's lounge, 
6:30 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anne O'Brien, First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Tia 
Carroll & Hard Work, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Thollem McDonas, 8 p.m., $5-$10. 


THURSDAY 6/5 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Void 
Boys, Sea Knight, Modern Man, 9 p.m., $10. 
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Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Gibraltar, 
Apopka Darkroom, Brasil, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Timber Timbre, Tasseomancy, 8 p.m., $18-$20. 
Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. The 

Intelligence, Heron Oblivion, 9 p.m., $8. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Ghost Parade, Vela Eyes, Culprit, Winter Teeth, on 
the downstairs stage, 9 p.m., $10-$12; Crash Kings, 
on the upstairs stage, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. The Shape, The 
Tunnel, The Slow Poisoner, 9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“Twerk Thurs- 
days," 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,”’ 
9 p.m., $5. 





Bay Thang 


IAMSU! AND 
DJ MUSTARD 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of 1984," 
‘80s night with DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “X0," w/ DJs 
Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. “Guardian 
of the Wolf,” Wolf Mountain Sanctuary benefit with 
Anthony Jones, Ariellah, Wispling, and DJs Daniel 
Skellington & Melting Girl, 9 p.m., $10-$50. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “‘Afrolicious: 
7-Year Anniversary Party - Night 1," w/ DJ Smash, 
Afrolicious Band, DJs Pleasuremaker, Senor 0z, 
more, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Beat Church," w/ 
Daktyl, J*Labs, Sayer, Kitty-D, VNDMG, more, 9 
p.m., $5-S10. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. ‘“#Y2KTHURS,” w/ 
DJ Mei-Lwun, 9 p.m., free. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “‘Torg,” w/ 
White Panda, 9 p.m., $15-$25 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘Hypnaugh- 


Arturo Torres 


With Carisma, Dre Sinatra, DJ Amen, and DJ Sean G. 9 p.m. 
Sunday, June 8, at Mezzanine. $20-$40; mezzaninesf.com. 


The Bay Area is like a black hole for rappers — lots of talented ones never 
escape the strong gravity of their home region, and even some of the bold- 
est voices are content to remain big nugs in the region's small sack of weed. 
Iamsu! is not one of them. With Sincerely Yours, his proper debut out last 
month, the grinning Richmond 24-year-old aims to set off dancefloors on 
both coasts. The same easygoing charm from his features on E-40’s “Func- 
tion” and Sage the Gemini’s “Gas Pedal” courses through songs like the 
coming-to-fame tale “No Secret” and vivid love story “Girls,” proving that 
Iamsu!vz is really good at feeling good. Expect positive vibes and ghostly 
funk beats to come bursting out of Mezzanine when Iamsu! takes a home- 
town victory lap this weekend. Ian S. Port 
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tyk,” w/ Metadekk, 8 p.m., $5 (free before 9 p.m.). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “XV,” St. James 
Infirmary 15th anniversary benefit with David 
Harness, Ricky Sinz, Victor Vega, Carol C, Floozy 
Flo, 9 p.m., $20-$50. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Bubble,” 
10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “Big Fun,” w/ 
Kevin Saunderson, Pedro Arbulu, Lazer Beahm, 
Wes Charles, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Future Flavas,”’ 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Peaches,”’ 
w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The T Sisters, 
















Bonnie & The Clydes, Quiles & Cloud, 8:30 p.m., 
$7-S10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Kris Delm- 
horst, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Songwriters 
in the Round with Heather Combs, Jesse Brewster, 
Owen Roberts, Rick Hardin, 8 p.m., $8. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Shannon Céili Band, First Thursday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Jerry Oakley 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, First and 
Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Swing Fever, 
7:30 p.m. continues through June 19. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 


eeceeees GET TICKETS AT yOShHiS.COM «+--+e->- 














SAN FRANCISCO 


Wed, Jun 4 - Benefit for CA Historical Radio Society & 
Bay Area Radio Hall of Fame 


KSAN JIVE 95 REUNION CONCERT 


Thu, Jun 5 - Powerhouse force in contemporary jazz 


ACOUSTIC ALCHEMY 


Fri, Jun 6 
Five-time GRAMMY©-winning bassist 


VICTOR WOOTEN 
BAND 


Sat-Sun Jun 7-8 
Lead singer of the Moody Blues 


oakland 
Wed, Jun 4 - Inspirational / Gospel music 


MONICA QUICK 


Thu, Jun 5 
Five-time GRAMMY©-winning bassist 


VICTOR WOOTEN 
BAND 


Fri, Jun 6 
Lead singer of The Moody Blues 


CUS a 


Fri, Jun 6 - Late Show 


JUSTIN HAYWARD | KEV CHOICE ENSEMBLE 


Sat, Jun 7 - 10:30pm Open Dance Floor 


Jazz Mafia presents 


PRINCE BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE 


Mon, Jun 9 = “The next big jazz guitarist” -NPR 


NIR FELDER 


Tuesday Night Residency 1-year Celebration! 


THE TOMMY IGOE GIG BAND 
Gypsy Night! 


Wed, Jun 11 - Anight of Latin music & dance 


FREDDY CLARKE 
Y WOBBLY MUNDO 


Thu, Jun 12 
Hits include “She’s a Beauty” & “White Punks On Dope” 


THE TUBES 
feat. Fee Waybill 


Fri, Jun 13 
R&B Divas Atlanta's soulful singer-songwriter 


SYLEENA 
JOHNSON 


Sat, Jun 14 - Classic Rock songs 
blended w/Spanish guitar/dance 


BENISE 


w/ special guest Karen Briggs 


1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 


w/ . ES saxophonist Terrace Martin 


Sat-Sun, Jun 7-8 
Soulful musician, songwriter & producer 


ACHE 


Tue, Jun 10 
A fusion of reggaeton, hip-hop & salsa 


DOS FOUR 


Wed-Thu, Jun 11-12 
New Orleans jazz/blues 


HENRY BUTLER, 
STEVEN BERNSETIN 
& THE HOT 9 


Thu, Jun 12 - Late Show 


LATIN RHYTHM BOYS 


Fri, Jun 18 - Classic Rock songs 
blended w/Spanish guitar/dance 


BENISE 


w/ special guest Karen Briggs 


Mon, Jun 16 


THE JIM BUTLER 
JAZZ GROUP 


CD Release 


510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 


VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland ¢ Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


For tickets & current show info: 


YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
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Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Meridian Gallery: 535 Powell, San Francisco. John 
Santos, 7:30 p.m., $35. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Dave 
Mihaly & Shimmering Leaves, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Pure Ecstasy, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Acoustic Alchemy, 8 p.m., $26. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Bill Phillippe, 5:30 p.m., free. 

Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Nick 
Moss Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Chris Ford, 
First Thursday of every month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
Instagon, Skullkrusher, Ryan P. Jobes, 8 p.m., $6-S10. 


FUNK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
The St. Valentinez, Dewey & The Peoples, Ensemble 
Mik Nawooj, 9 p.m., $9-$12. 


SOUL 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. West 
Grand Boulevard, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Feinstein's at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Shoshana Bean, 8 p.m., $35-$50. 


FRIDAY 6/6 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Detroit Cobras, Pujol, The Spyrals, 9 p.m., $15-S17. 


Top-Shelf Pop 


SYLVANESSO 


El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Friday Live: 
Faceplant, DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., free. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Scraper, 
Midnite Snaxxx, So What, 9 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Kanes, 
Cash for Gold, The Wearies, SubCulture, 9 p.m., $10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Slapshock, Jurimiko, Gahasa, Dayuhan, Lightstamp, 
on the upstairs stage, 9 p.m., $30; Wander, Isles, 
Blue Floods, on the downstairs stage, 9 p.m., $8. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. The Jezabels, 
Gold & Youth, DJ Rubberband Girl, 9 p.m., $16. 

Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco. Buzzcocks, Doug 
Gillard, Images, 9 p.m., $35. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. The Acha- 
ris, The Americas, Ghostnote, Hanalei, 9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Crookers, 
WhiteNoize, Alex Sibley, White Mike, Chris Clouse, 
The Schmidt, 10 p.m., $15 advance. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. “Brass Tax," 
w/ resident DJs JoeJoe, Ding Dong, Ernie Trevino, 
Mace, First Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1Ith St., San Francisco. YACHT 
(DJ set), Justin Milla, 9 p.m. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘Manimal,’’ 9 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy Bar,” w/ 
DJ Matt Consola, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Strangelove: 
A Tribute to the Sisters of Mercy,” w/ DJs Tomas 
Diablo, Sage, Owen, and Mz. Samantha, 9:30 p.m., 
$7 ($3 before 10 p.m.). 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “‘Afrolicious: 
7-Year Anniversary Party - Night 2,” w/ DJ Smash, 
Afrolicious Band, DJs Pleasuremaker, Senor 0z, 
more, 10 p.m., $10-$15. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “An Intimate Sum- 
mer Season Celebration,” w/ Miguel Migs, Fred 
Everything, Viad Simko, 9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 


With tUnE-yArDS. 8 p.m. Friday, June 6, at the Fillmore. $26. 
Advance tickets sold out; thefillmore.com 

Before Oakland's tUnE-yArDs takes the stage at the Fillmore this Friday, Sylvan Esso will do its part to remind audiences 
that plenty of pop music in 2014 is interesting: subtle, smart, and infused with artistic sensibility. In Sylvan Esso songs, 
producer Nick Sanborn creates beds of hushed electronics similar to Four Tet or Bonobo, and singer Amelia Meath lays her 
unforced vocals — think Lorde or Florence and the Machine — on top. Through repetition, sparse rhythms, and catchy 
melodies that sound more like Ladysmith Black Mambazo than Britney Spears, Meath and Sanborn produce hypnotic 
songs that fans of tUnE-yArDs’ vocal acrobatics and worldly rhythms should greet with open arms. Gary Moskowitz 
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with RSVP. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “HYSL: Handle 
Your Shit Lady,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. ‘Future Fridays: 
1-Year Anniversary,” w/ SuperVision, Beni Haze, 
Manics, more, 9 p.m., $15. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Disbehave,” w/ 
Worthy featuring Audio Angel, Ardalan, Galen, 
Shiny Objects, Laura Lisbona, 9 p.m., $5 before 11 
p.m. with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “As You Like It,” 
w/ DBX (aka Daniel Bell), Jason Kendig, Sassmouth, 
Rich Korach, Joel Conway, 9 p.m., $15-$25. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Deep Inside,” 9 
p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Kazbah Benefit 
Night, w/ Rob Garza (DJ set), James Teej, Hoj, Mark 
Slee, Papa Lu, Chemical Ali, Elz, 9:30 p.m., $12-$20. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Ben Gold, 
Digital Lab, 9 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco. “Perception: Dark Noir,” w/ DJ Mucky, Marija 
Dunn, Jimmy Bell, Alastair, Miguel Alvarado, 10 
p.m., $10 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Ks Thant, Tigran, 
Philip Chu, James Thu, Deejay Tone, 10 p.m., $15. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “We Are 
Monsters,” w/ Inhalt (DJ set), Solar, Jason Greer, 
Mozhgan, 10 p.m. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Visionaire, John 
Beaver, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., San Francisco. Dirt Nasty, 
J. Lately, DJ Aspect, 10 p.m., $18-$22. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Blueprint, Count 
Bass D, SolGanix, Rebel Allianz, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 


ACOUSTIC 
The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 


DL Anderson 





SFWEEKLY.COM 





GREEK THEATRE 


AT UC BERKELEY 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT APECONCERTS.COM AND TICKETMASTER.COM 


> a 


THEAPETTOROTNESS. COV 
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Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Dead Winter Carpenters, Hillstomp, TV Mike & The 
Scarecrowes, 9 p.m., $15-S17. 

Pa’ina: 1865 Post, San Francisco. Ben Ahn, 7 p.m.., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Max's 
Midnight Kitchen, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Don Prell’s 
SeaBop Ensemble, First Friday of every month, 5:30 
p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. John 
Kalleen Group, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 
Capp, San Francisco. ‘Favorite Street: A Tribute 


to Steve Lacy,” w/ Rova Saxophone Quartet; Ben 
Goldberg & Michael Coleman Duo; Darren Johnston, 
Aram Shelton, Doug Stewart, and Kjell Nordeson 
Quartet, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Victor Wooten Band, 8 & 10 p.m., $34. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
La Gente, Sol Tevél, Tarimba, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Trio Garufa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Rumbache, 10 p.m. 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 
. _— 


oo 


11PM: SEXY MASHUP 
BURLESQUE SHOW 


HUBBA ;. 


HUBBA 


REVUE 
with EMCEE VEGAS 


MAIN ROOM 
MASHUP DJs: 


DJ TRIPP 
ENTYME 
GRANDPAMINI rrance 





DAMN GINA! 
YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
DJ FOX & KOOL KARLO 


H.Y.S.L. 


MANDLE YOUR SHIT. LADY! 


BOYSHAPEDBOX 
MEDIC, BEN HOLDER 


YR MAMMA’S 


BASEMENT 


SATURDAY JUNE 7 


DNA 


LOUNGE 


2 
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375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF 2+ w/ 
SPV A TEHOURS | 


“BOOTIES CON 
$15 ADVANCE TIT @ DNGLOLUINGE DON 


Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Francisco. 
Fuego Latino, 9 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Sugaray 
Rayford, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 
Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Patty 
Bobo, 8:30 p.m. 
Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. Jinx Jones & The 
KingTones, First Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 
EXPERIMENTAL 


Artists’ Television Access: 992 Valencia, San Fran- 
cisco. Generation Loss Video Album Release 
Party & Screening, w/ White Pee, plus short films, 
8 p.m., $10. 


SOUL 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Electric Wire Hustle, The Starship Connection, Rojai 


DRINKS « FOOD « MUSIC 
WED 6/4 7PM $8 ADV /$20 DOOR 


12 GDUBLINERS, if 
cea NERS 


FRI 6/6 8PM $30 ADV / $34 DOOR 


SAT 6/7 8PM SI5 ADV / $20 DOOR 


SS EA IERICA 


SUN Nov 6PM * FREE 





WED 6/I1 7PM SI7 ADV / $22 DOOR 


ore govaaN 


THU 6/12 8PM $32 ADV / $37 DOOR 


esease seo 


FRI 6/13 8PM S$i2 ADV / $14 DOOR 


HOLLY WILLIAMS) 


SUN 6/15 6PM $15 


FRI 6/20 8PM $25 ADV / $30 DOOR 
HOT FOR TEAC ER 


THE VAN HALEN EXPERIE 
- BENEFIT FOR LIZA 2. 


HAGAR & THE WABOS, oS GUESTS 
SAT 6/2I 7PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 
HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME: 


A SUMMER SOUL-STICE CELEBRATION WITH 
MARK KARAN & VERY SPECIAL GUESTS 


SAT 6/28 8PM $12 ADV / $15 DOOR 
SPANISH GOLD 


FEAT MEMBERS OF MY MORNING 
JACKET, CITY AND COLOUR & BROWNOUT 


Al5-388-3850 
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& E. Live, 9 p.m., $20-$25. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. “Soul 
Crush,” w/ DJ Serious Leisure, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Oldies 
Night,” w/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, friends, First 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 


SATURDAY 6/7 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Stages 
of Sleep, New Spell, Memory Motel, Katie Day, 8 
p.m., $7-S10. 

Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Happy Fangs, 
Hurry Up Shotgun, Radio Valencia benefit show, 10 
p.m., $5-$20 sliding scale donation. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Two Cow Garage, Civil War Rust, Thanks Buddy, 
9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Glitter Wizard, Wild Eyes, Mirthquake, 9 p.m., $5-$8. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. The Meat Sluts, 
VKTMS, Girls with Guns, 10 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Violent 
Change, Industrial Park, Fleece, 9 p.m., $6. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Evil Eyes, Torches, 
Dante Elephante, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Skinny Guns, Swamp Angel, Spider Garage, on the 
downstairs stage, 9 p.m., $5. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. Shantytown, 9 p.m. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Derrick 
Carter, Andrew Phelan, Hanik, 9:30 p.m., $10 
advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. “Bears in the 
Dark: Underwear Night," w/ DJ Paul Goodyear, 
10 p.m., $10. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Leisure,” w/ 
DJs Aaron, Omar, & Jetset James, First Saturday 


Clothing 
Superstore 


Dy GbE — 

— f=3 Cavers Codet 
ros Oi C5 
and Boys’ 
4 OF. BF. 9 =3 DI 9-4 
SHIRTS 


2566 MISSION ST. 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 
SAN FRANCISCO 


415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 





of every month, 10 p.m., $7. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.,” 
w/ A+D, Entyme, Kool Karlo, DJ Fox, Jsin.J, Damien, 
Malderor, Juan Rapido, Olde Nasty, Truth or Dare 
Dance Troupe, more, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Play,” w/ 
John Tejada, H Foundation, Hear, Biri, 10 p.m., 
$15-$20. 

Il Pirata: 2007 16th St., San Francisco. “Requiem: 
2-Year Anniversary," w/ DJs Xiola, Owen, MD, Dire, 
Noveli, and Chat Noir, 10 p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Jungle, Beaty Heart, 9 p.m., sold out. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “Surface 
Tension,” w/ Container, Young Male, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Wicked 23: The 
Magick Ball,” w/ Jeno, Garth, Thomas, and Markie, 
10 p.m., $20-$25. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Remember,” 
w/ Doc Martin, Marques Wyatt, DJ M3, 9:30 p.m., 
$10-$20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Honey Soundsys- 
tem with Steffi, 9 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. ‘‘Bearracuda: 
Back to the ‘80s," w/ DJ Rotten Robbie, 10 p.m., $10. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “Lights Out,” w/ Ivan 
Gough, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Go Bang!," w/ 
Sharper Image, Redux, Sergio Fedasz, Steve Fabus, 
9 p.m., $7 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco. “Glitter Bomb Disco,” w/ DJs Jimmy Bell, 
Farzon, and Jamie Van Goulden, 10 p.m., $10 (free 
before 11 p.m. with RSVP). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Richard Beynon, 
Sean B.A.S.S., Mr. Kitt, Charlie Hustle, AZ2D, 10 
p.m., $20. 

Treasure Island Event Venue: 401 California Ave., San 
Francisco. ‘Stereo Love: Summer of Love 2014,” 
18+ dance party with Dyloot, John Beaver, Blix 
Cannon, Ross.FM, Frank Nitty, Russ Mack, Bitch 


ps i Be) fe) hy ey ve] a 


THE GENITORTURERS 
20 YEARS OF DEPRAVITY TOUR 


peel uke): mi gele} 
JUDGEMENT PLAY 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
eS) 


P>iicam, tae 
W/ J. LATELY, DJ ASPECT 


SWORN EMENY 
W/. SPECIAL GUESTS TBA 


UNEART 
W/ TEXAS IN JULY, CRUEL HAND 
r\-T "1a ae). Wl -eleyel hy 


DELI MAG SF PRESENTS: 
THE GREENING 
W/ HUNGRY SKINNY, BALMS 


THE SUPERVILLAINS 
ee A A ee] 2 Be 
SKANDALISM 


THE DEAD RABBITTS 
(FEAT: CRAIG MABBITT 
Let a 4°) )/ 1 07: \ od OB | OU) 


THE MARCH VIOLETS 
(GS re el 5) 


PsN stl tele) 
W/ MINIPIG, AND SPECIAL 
GUESTS TBA 


MY LIFE WITH THE 


THRILL KILL KULT 
W/m oN me ge> dlom a7.) | -fe}') 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT 


TICKETS Sodan AT at COM AND TICKETMASTER.COM 


APEC ONCERT 
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Plz, SwitchBlade, Robert Ortiz, Jazz-E, Mr. Brandon, 
many more, 9 p.m., $20-$25. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Push 
the Feeling,” w/ Benedek, Plaza, Hotthobo, Yr Skull, 
Epicsauce DJs, 9 p.m., $6. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Pierce Fulton, 
Pheeko Dubfunk, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Propr,” w/ J Rocc, 
Kevvy Kev, Vinroc, DJ Dials, Napsty, Kashmir, 
$7.50-$20. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. ‘N.E.W.: Never 
Ending Weekend," w/ DJ Jerry Ross, First Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Musicology,” 
w/ Chuy Gomez, DJ Leydis, Ren the Vinyl Archaeol- 
ogist, 10 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m.). 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Dregs One, Telli 
Prego with Heat & Big Vic, Legends Live Forever, 


8 vezzanne 


FRI JUNE 6 - SPM 
FUTURE FRIDAYS 


WITH cae 
YEAR 


LtGAR 


SAT JUNE 7 - 9PM 


SOUL SLAM 


Sool Sem ae 7 x! 


SUN My 8 - 9PM 
[AMSU! bj wustarn 


FRIJUNE 13 - 9PM 
ADULT. ccnscre 


+ eg 
- “Tk 


SAT JUNE 14 - 9PM 
TREASURE FINGERS 


-’ 


» >) COLOR WE BADD ces ox 
5.2) GASHIMERE SODTTEY sccce: wns 
>) WAKA PLOCHA FLAWE 

ea: AES Bldaela a 

)>. BIG GAY BIRTHDAY cour aux 
152° EDEN PRIDE srew aneversen 
15.25 BARD FREACH roms ves nowes 
10> CREAM OF BEAT rem maeny 
J) ° BELL PARIS vores renner: 

|) JON HOPKINS 
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Evenodds, DJs Sean G & Children of the Funk, benefit 
for People Organized to Win Employment Rights 
(POWER) with music, live art, and speakers on 
evictions, police brutality, community organizing, 
and more, 9 p.m., $13. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. “Sing 
Out of Darkness,” w/ Julie Mayhew, Sunrunners, 
lan Franklin & Infinite Frequency, Rozanne Gewaar, 
Cara Sarelli, Samuel Roland, 7 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Judith 
Owen, Amber Snider, 9 p.m., free. 

Paina: 1865 Post, San Francisco. Garden Island Blend, 
7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. “Ameri- 
cana Jukebox,” w/ The West Coast Ramblers, The 
Muddy Roses, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Seth 
Augustus, First Saturday of every month, 9:30 


WED JUNE 4 / 9:00 PM 


SUN JUNE 8 / 9:00PM 


_ sey 
B)iejele 


> 


WERD! SUNDAYS rouse 6 reo 
SOUNDPIECES BARS ft 


/1O @QARTYL / OOSHY / MEOW 

1) LLCE SWEENEY / TIDELANDS 

, SASE 9 YR / CHOCO CIUSTING 
DJ DAN / MIKE BALANCE 
SUNSLIT GLAND APTER-PARTY 
ANTHONY COLUNS 
DLAIKAL 
JEND / ANGELS OF BASS 


AMALING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY S:30P - 8:30" 


CLUB OPEN DAILY 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 


CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 
MONARCHSF.COM 


is | 





p.m., free/donation. 
Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Justin Hayward, Mike Dawes, 8 p.m., $75. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. ‘Jazz 
Club Saturday Nights,” w/ The Walter Savage Trio, 
8 p.m., $8-$15 sliding scale. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Lori Carsillo, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Lagos Roots, 
The Dogon Lights, Bodac Cultural Group, DJ Matt 
Haze, 9 p.m., $17. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Fito Reinoso, 10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin, San Francisco. Magos & 
Limon, in the Joe Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30 p.m., $25. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. “Club 
Fuego," 9:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Clear Conscience, Midnight Raid, IrieFuse, The Dub 
Architect, 9 p.m., $12. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Sugaray 
Rayford, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Robert “Hollywood” Jenkins, 8:30 p.m. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. Face the 
Giant, 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Jukes, First 
Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Daniel Castro, First 
Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Shee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4TH - 8PM - $13/915 





Ce | 


THURSDAY, JUNE 5TH - 9PM - FREE 


eoeeeeeesce eee eee eee ee ee ee eee eee ee Hee eee eee sesseeT 


SUNDAY, JUNE 8TH - 8PM - $15 - 21+ 


theeparkside.com 
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Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Trad- 
ing Spaces: An Evening in the Sensory-Saturation 
Tank, w/ SmellLab, The Broken-Trap Ensemble, 
Kristina Dutton, 7:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Noisebridge: 2169 Mission, San Francisco. Godwaffle 
Noise Pancakes, w/ Headboggle, Seitz Versus 
Gendreau, PL1, Chopper, Finger the Janitor, noon. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Con 
Brio, Sal's Greenhouse, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


SOUL 


EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Hard French,” w/ 
DJs Carnita & Brown Amy, First Saturday of every 
month, 2 p.m., $7. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Saturday 
Night Soul Party,’ w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren Oswald, 
& Paul Paul, First Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., 
$10 ($5 in formal attire). 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. ‘Soul Slam: 
Prince & Michael Jackson,” w/ DJ Spinna, Proof, 
Hakobo, King Most, 9 p.m., $20-$35. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Prince Birthday Tribute with the Jazz Mafia, 10:30 
p.m., $13-$15. 


SUNDAY 6/8 


ROCK 


DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. Gorilla Music 
Battle of the Bands, w/ Precambrian, Symbiotic, 
Infirmities, Pyrotanic, Ginger & The Jeffries, Sticky 
Valentines, Ten-Foot Telegram, We Are Relentless, 
Antique Naked Soul, Alopex, 5:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Megaton, Mythra, 
Wonderland Syndrome, 8 p.m., $5-$7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Slowness, 
Moonbeams, 6 p.m., $5. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Nashville 
Pussy, Catl, The Yawpers, 8 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. “2nd 
Sunday: Summer Series Season Opener,” w/ Sonny 
Fodera, David Harness, Rooz, Late Night Sneaky, 
Something Dope, King Size Slap, Roger Moorehouse, 
Sean B.A.S.S., Bardia F, ThuyVu, noon, $15 advance. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “Replay Sun- 
days,” 9 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Dub Mis- 
sion,” w/ DJ Beset, DJ Sep, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
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9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ Vegas, 
Jamal, Lukeino, 10 p.m., free. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Kygo, 
Tropicool, 8 p.m., sold out. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘“Sweater 
Funk,’ 10 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Werd,” w/ Boris 
Werner, Anthony Mansfield, Jimmy B, Nick Williams, 
Kimmy Le Funk, Zoz, 7 p.m., $5-$10. 

Ocean Beach: Great Highway, San Francisco. ‘Silent 
Frisco: Ocean Beach Summer Kickoff,” w/ Kraak & 
Smaak, Ana Sia, Pumpkin, JLabs, Motion Potion, 
Laura Lisbona, DeeJay Theory, Holly Rich, Ding 
Dong, Kimba, Matt Haze, 11 a.m., $15-$20. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Sunday 
Sessions,” w/ DJ Marc deVasconcelos, 9 p.m., free. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘‘Sunset Arcade,"’ 
18+ dance party & game night, 9 p.m., $10. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Young Cali- 
fornia,” w/ lamsu, DJ Mustard, DJ Amen, Sean G, 
Carisma, Dre Sinatra, 9 p.m., $20-$40. 


ACOUSTIC 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Joseph Arthur, Carly Ritter, 9 p.m., $17-$20. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Cal- 
ifornia Sons, Rust & Whiskey, The Hippie Beatles, 
8 p.m., $6. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisitin 
with John Sherry & Jack Gilder, 9 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Justin Hayward, Mike Dawes, 7 p.m., $75. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Scott Larson 
Trio, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill ‘“Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with David Byrd, 7 p.m., $5. 
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Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
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Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10-$20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Brazil 
& Beyond,” 6:30 p.m., free. 

Butterfly: Pier 33, San Francisco. “La Tardeada," w/ 
resident DJs Mind Motion, WaltDigz, and I-Cue, 
Sundays, 4-10 p.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, 
Second and Fourth Sunday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-$10. 

ODC Theater: 3153 17th St., San Francisco. Gautam 
Tejas Ganeshan, 4 p.m., $12-$30. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Balkan 
Evening Dance, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Michis- 
sippi Mick Kolassa, 7 & 9 p.m., $15. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Nat 
Bolden, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 4 
p.m.; The Door Slammers, Second Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. The Love Gang- 
sters, 9 p.m. 


SOUL 


Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. The Struts, 
Cult of Gunton, Sweet Noodle & The Poor Boys, DJ 
Jeremy Sole, 8 p.m., free. 


MONDAY 6/9 


ROCK 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Kiwi Time, 
BFA, The Younger Lovers, Greg Hoy, 9 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. ‘Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Vienetta 
Discotheque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert 
Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Toshio Hirano, 
Second Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Nir Felder, 8 p.m., $18. 


eservine Brunch on the Weekends 


3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness 
415-550-7510 


Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM ¢ Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM 
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Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Nora Maki, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylark- 
ing,” w/ 1&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. “Fried 
Chicken & Blues,” w/ Steve Freund, 6-9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Bachelors, 
9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 6/10 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Spirit 
Animal, Fancy Ketchup, Magic Bronson, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Guy Fox, 
Future Shapes, 8 p.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Emby Alexander, 
Odd Owl, The English Language, 7 p.m., $5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Guitar 
Wizards of the Future, Dimples, Dick Stusso, 8:30 
p.m., $6. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Castle, 
Wounded Giant, Demon Lung, DJ Lady of the Dark 
Star, 9:30 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. Aesthetic 
Perfection, Panic Lift, Surygn, DJs Decay & Melting 
Girl, 9 p.m., $14-$19. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Tutu Tuesday,” w/ 
resident DJ Atish, Second Tuesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $7 ($2 ina tutu before 11 p.m.). 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Soundpieces,” 
10 p.m., free-$10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘“Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Rin Tin Tiger, 
9:15 p.m. continues through June 24, $5. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writer in Residence: Tommy P., 7 p.m. continues 
through June 24. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Old Man 
Canyon, Bootstraps, Hannah May Allison with Remy 
Felsch, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun 
with Barry O'Connell & Vinnie Cronin, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Chris 
Amberger, 7 p.m. 


BALANCOIRE 
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Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tues- 
day Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10- 
$12. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Tommy Igoe Big Band, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Emily Hayes, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


HIDDEN AGENDA 


Work Is 
Gruesome 


Jon Kortland is one half 
of Iron Lung, the long-running hard- 
core duo known for conjuring 
greater intensity than bands with 
twice the members, but that’s not 
his only ongoing collaboration. Kort- 
land and Nic Schmidt create visual 
art as Feeding, an entity responsible 
for cover art on records by Iron 
Lung, Pig Heart Transplant, Walls, 
and others. Feed- 
ing graphics typi- 
cally combine 
stark illustrations 
with concise shots 
of grim humor. 
They often depict 
people, but rarely 
faces, opting in- 
stead for cropped 
close-ups of man- = 
gled hands in the 
middle of technical activities, like ar- 
chaic surgery or cassette-tape as- 
sembly. The cover of last year’s Iron 
Lung album, White Glove Test, shows 
a hand lodged inside of a skull that 
teems with shards and shrapnel. 

Invasion of a featureless body 
part fits Feeding’s theme of cor- 
poreal violation, which at times 
suggests a commentary on privacy 
and identity in the digital age. But 
the work of Kortland and Schmidt 
mostly resists interpretation. As 
the flier for Feeding’s art show 
opening at Econo Jam Records 
declares, “If you do not like it, we 
do not care,” which implies an in- 
difference to viewers’ personal un- 
derstanding of the work as well. If 
stark, black-and-white illustrations 
of grotesque subject matter and 
imposing typefaces do arouse your 
aesthetic taste, the exhibit opens 
on Friday, June 6. 

On the Iron Lung tip, the record 
label of the same name recently 
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The Cosmo Bar & Lounge: 440 Broadway, San Fran- 
cisco. Conga Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $7-$10. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up," w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Lost & Found,” w/ DJs Primo, Lucky, and guests, 
9:30 p.m., free. 


released the second EP from New 
York punk band Warthog, which 
is set to perform on Saturday, 
June 7, at 1-2-3-4 Go! Records 
and Wednesday, June 11, at El 
Rio. The artwork adorning the 
Prison EP isn't a far cry from the 
imagery of Feeding, either. Simi- 
larly severe renderings of viscera 
and menacing lettering introduce 
three fittingly brutish, straight- 
ahead tracks. The riffs are surpris- 
ingly tuneful, with little runs and 
thoughtful strumming patterns 
that meet with pummeling drums 
to form assaultive blows of sound. 
The musical firmness is a nice 
counterpoint to the vocals, which 
indulge in the sort of feral snarl 
that typically accompanies more 
shambolic punk bands. For further 
wrenching of the formula, clean 
guitar solos uncoil atop a couple of 
the tracks. It’s 
more like Wart- 
hog is inspired 
by the compe- 
tent rock cud of 
acts like Moto- 
rhead than oth- 
er, borderline 
inept punks. 
Notably, the 
unfortunate de- 
parture of The 
Men’s savagery after the Brooklyn 
rock band’s 2011 debut album, 
Leave Home, could be chalked up 
to Ben Greenberg’s replacement 
of Chris Hansell, who now fronts 
Warthog. 

With power-pop songsmith 
and former Nerves drummer Paul 
Collins coming to perform at 
Hemlock Tavern on Wednesday, 
June 11, it brings to mind local act 
Cocktails. Adult Life, Cocktails 
breezy debut album, is slated for 
release this month. Thematically, 
both deal the sort of quaint ro- 
manticism common in power-pop, 
but Adult Life also considers the 
quotidian disappointments and re- 
liefs of nine-to-fivers, just like early 
Collins tracks such as “Work-a-Day 
World.” They argue that the splen- 
dor of playing rock gigs is worth 
weekday drudgery. Considering the 
decades between Collins and Cock- 
tails’ debuts, power-pop devotees 
seem thoroughly persuaded. 
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MAKE THE CALL 


By Dan Savage 


I've got a question I doubt you've ever gotten before. It 
has a bit of everything: sex-work etiquette, long-distance 
phone interaction, and a het cis chick anxious not to lose 
her tolerance badge. Here it goes: A few months ago, I 
started getting hang-up calls from numbers I didn't rec- 
ognize in Boston. Then weird texts started showing up, 
trying to set up “dates.” I responded to the first few be- 
cause I figured someone was giving out a fake number 
that just happened to be mine. (I kept my cellphone 
when I moved from Boston to Seattle.) But after the 
fourth or fifth call/text from a different unknown num- 
ber, Iturned to the Internet. Google informed me that 
my phone number is identical, except for area code, toa 
trans escort working in Boston. I'm getting one or two 
calls or texts per week meant for this other woman. 
They've started to get more explicit. Because of the time 
difference, they come at weird hours. I don’t know what I 
should do. Ican ask my phone company to block each 
number individually, but that’s a pain in the ass. I can 
text the correct area code to the men who are writing to 
me looking for the trans escort, but I don't really want to 
help people too stupid to read a phone number correctly. 
I suppose I could report the whole thing to the Boston po- 
lice, but Idoubt theyd care, and I don’t have any moral 
objections to sex work, Ijust don’t want people to call/ 
text me asking for it. Aside from changing my phone 
number, which has been my sole number for almost 
eight years, anything else you can suggest? 

Stupid Phone And Messages 


You claim to have no moral objections to sex work, 
and you say you're a tolerant person. But you're 
thinking of siccing the police on a trans sex worker 
— and for what? One or two calls or texts per week. 
As pains in the ass go, SPAM, that sounds like a 
pretty piddling one. 

You know what constitutes a major pain 
in the ass for a sex worker? Being harassed by 
the police and swept up in the criminal-justice 
system. You're right, the police are unlikely to 
drop everything to solve your problem. But you 
shouldn't call the cops on this woman regardless, 
SPAM. If your call was answered by a lazy cop 
who would rather hassle trans sex workers than 
go after criminals who are actually hurting peo- 
ple, this woman — a woman who hasn't really 
harmed you in any way — could wind up getting 
badly hurt. The criminal-justice system is rough 
on sex workers generally, SPAM, and it’s abso- 
lutely brutal to trans women who do sex work. 

Here’s another idea, SPAM, and a better one: 
Call the trans escort and have a conversation with 
her. You've got her phone number. Talk to her. 

As distressed as you are to receive these 
calls and texts — and, again, one or two a week 
doesn’t seem like that big of a deal — that sex 
worker will probably be more distressed to 
learn that she’s losing so many potential (and 
numerically illiterate) clients. I have known and 
loved a few sex workers — loved in a strictly 
platonic sense — and most would change their 
professional phone numbers regularly to rid 
themselves of time-wasters and clients they 
didn’t want to see again. The sex worker whose 
calls you're getting may be willing to change her 
number, SPAM, or at the very least emphasize 
the correct area code in her ads. 

The best way to demonstrate that you don’t 
have a moral objection to sex work is to assume 
sex workers are reasonable human beings and 
treat them accordingly. Because sex workers are 
human beings, SPAM, and most human beings 
are perfectly reasonable. If we were talking 
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about a Fox News personality, my advice might 
be different — but we're not talking about a Fox 
News personality, are we? 


I'ma happily married woman in my 30s. My husband 
and Lare interested in exploring anal sex. We enjoy fin- 
ger play, but so far we haven't tried anything larger. 
He's afraid of hurting me and wants to start with toys 
and plugs. But I want to jump right in. He's not that big 
and, in all honesty, I take shits that are longer and 
thicker than his erect penis. (Sorry to be gross.) Do you 
think we need to start slow? Why won't he even try? 
Anal Novice Anxiously Lusting 


When | hear from straight couples just starting to 
explore buttsecks, ANAL, it’s usually the boy who 
wants to “jump right in” and the girl who is afraid of 
getting hurt. I tell these straight boys that they are 
obligated to take their partner’s feelings into ac- 
count — they must take it slow, they must use lots 
of lube, they must start with fingers and toys and 
plugs, etc. Those are Buttsecks Best Practices. My 
advice for you is the same: You are obligated to take 
your partner's feelings into account. His fear of 
hurting you is just as valid as a womans fear of be- 
ing hurt. So while you may not need plugs and toys 
for your own comfort, ANAL, you should use them 
for his. It’s possible, of course, that his concern is 
misplaced — you've taken shits that are longer and 
thicker than his erect penis. But unless you've taken 
shits that have jumped out of the toilet and jammed 
themselves back into your ass, and then proceeded 
to pound away at you for 20 minutes, you really 
don't know what it’s like to get buttfucked. 


Tama 43-year-old female who's in a six-month rela- 
tionship with a 26-year-old male. At first it was a 
FWB arrangement, but after about two months we 
decided to be exclusive. We explore many things that 
he wasn't able to explore with younger women. But he 
does not orgasm from vaginal or anal sex. He comes 
only if he masturbates. He says he has reached orgasm 
only once during vaginal. He agreed to stop mastur- 
bating to see if that would help. No change. Isuggested 
aurologist, but he’s a college student with no insur- 
ance. Please help me to help him. It’s not a big issue, 
but he's going to need to be able to do this when he gets 
married and wants to start a family. 

He Can’t Come 


He can so come — he just needs to crank himself 
over the edge using his fist. Needing his own fist to 
finish may be the result of death-grip masturbation 
techniques, and he could retrain his dick with some 
time and effort. But it’s not fair to say that “he can’t 
come.’ He can and he does. Ifa woman can’t come 
from vaginal intercourse alone, which 75 percent of 
women can't, but can come during oral sex or when 
mixing fingers or a vibrator into vaginal intercourse, 
we don't say, “She can’t come.” We say, “This is what 
she needs to come.” 

This is what he needs to come. Maybe that will 
change with time, experience, and some effort to 
mix up his masturbatory routine (get that boy a 
Fleshlight), but it’s possible that this is how his 
dick works. Women who need oral or a vibrator 
to climax shouldn't be made to feel bad or be told 
they're somehow damaged, HCC, and guys who 
need a little jack at the end shouldn't be treated 
like they’re damaged either. His dick works. 

And when it comes time to have kids, he fucks 
his wife until she’s satisfied, pulls out, jacks him- 
self past the point of no return (aka “orgasmic 
inevitability”), shoves his dick back in, and blows 
his load all over her egg(s). No problem. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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